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AGITPROP 


EVENTS 


★ Libertarian Student Network. 
4th National Conference. June 17/ 
18/19th at Warwick University 
Students Union. 

★ ’68 Club events for June. Meek 
every Sunday at 8pm in the West 
Indian Sports and Social Club, 
Westwood St., Moss Side, 
Manchester: 

MAY 29th. Film: Winstanley. 

JUNE 5th. Albert Meltzer speaking 
on past and present events in Spain. 
JUNE 12th. Leon Rosselson — 
singer/songwriter. 

JUNE 19th. Films: Tale of Two 
Cities, contrasting life styles in 
Johannesburg and Soweto: plus 
There is no Crises, an interview 
with Tsietse Mashinni. 

JUNE 26th. Ted Ward - N.London 
organiser of P.R.O.P. 

★ Social Revolution and Solidarity 
(London groups) and members of 
the A.W.A. are jointly sponsoring a 
series of seminars. The meetings 
will take place from 2 to 5pm at 
the Drill Hall, Chenies St., WC1 
(Goodge St. tube). 

JUNE 11th. Revolutionaries and 
History. Speaker from Solidarity. 
JUNE 25th. Marx, prophet of 
Anarchism. Speaker from S.R. 
JULY 9th.'Revolutionary 
Organisation: Why and How? 
Speaker from A.W.A. 

★ LONDON MURRAYS 
DEFENCE GROUP now meets 
fortnightly. For details ring Chris 
or Charlotte 359-4794 (before 8pm) 

★ SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION, public meetings 
first & third Monday in the month 
at St.Bride’s Centre, Rosevale St., 
Partick. Start 7.30pm. 

★RISING FREE/BREAD AND 
ROSES BENEFIT CONCERT on 
Friday July 1st at Ladbroke House, 
Highbury Grove N5. Lee Kosmin 
Band + Dire Tribe. Disco, Food, 
Books, Bar extension. 8—12am. 

50p claimants/students. £1 others. 

GROUPS 


★ANARCHO-FEMINIST group 
forming S.E./S. London. Contact 
Georgina 01-460 1833. 

★ LIBERTARIAN INDUSTRIAL 
NETWORK, C/O Graham Short, 

8 Mylor Close, Pennycross, 
Plymouth, Devon. 

★ LIBERTARIAN STUDENTS 
NETWORK, c/o Peter Baker, 

A06 Allesley House, Rhodes 
Residences, Univ. of Warwick, 
Coventry CV4 7AL. 

★NORTH WEST ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION, 6 Stocklev Ave., 
Harwood, Bolton, Lancs. Produce 
monthly newsletter. Groups in 
Burnley, Blackburn, Colne, Preston, 
and Whalley. 

★ SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION, National Secretary, 
Stuart Redfem, Mains House, 

Mains Rd., Linlithgow, West 
Lothian. Groups in Aberdeen, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

Fife and Stirling. _ 


★ EAST ANGLIAN LIBER¬ 
TARIANS, c/o Martyn Everett, 

11 Gibson Gdns, Saffron Walden, 
Essex. Regular meetings and news¬ 
letter. 

★FEDERATION OF LONDON 
ANARCHIST GROUPS, c/o 3 
Belmont Rd., London SW4. 

Monthly meetings and bulletin. 

★ Proposed WELSH FEDER- 
ATION. Contact Mike Sheehan, 
Aberystwyth Anarchist Group, 

59 North Parade, Aberystwyth. 

★ Proposed YORKSHIRE 
FEDERATION. Contact Leeds 
Anarchist Group, c/o Tony 
Kearney, 4 Ingle Row, Leeds 7. 
Yorkshire. Issue one of Yorks 
bulletin available. 

★ BIRMINGHAM LIBER¬ 
TARIANS, c/o Bob Prew, 40c 
Trafalgar Rd., Moseley, Birming¬ 
ham B13 8BH. 

★ EAST LONDON LIBER¬ 
TARIANS, 123 Latham Rd., 

East Ilam, E6. 552 3985 (Ken). 
Regular fortnightly meetings, and 
produce monthly newsletter. 

★ LEICESTER ANARCHISTS. 
Contact Sid and Pat Sherriff, 85 
Queens Drive, Ederby, Leicester. 

★ LIVERPOOL ANARCHISTS. 
Contact^News from Nowhere, 100 
Whitechapel, Liverpool 1. 051- 
708 7270. 

★MANCHESTER ANARCHISTS. 
Contact A1 on 061-224 3028 for 
meetings, information etd. 

★ NEWCASTLE ANARCHISTS. 
Contact Neil Jarman. Newcastle 
20403. 

★ EXETER ANARCHISTS. 
Contact Geoff Minshull, 129 Fore 
St., Exeter. Tel. Exeter 33084. 

★ OXFORD ANARCHISTS. 
Contact Martin Harper, Keble 
College, Oxford. 

SEX/POL 

★ FEMINISM AS ANARCHISM 
by Lynne Farrow. New pamphlet 
— 16 pages, 25p including post 
from Black Bear, 76 Peckham Rd., 
London SE5. 

★ ANARCHO FEMINISM, 2 
statements from America from 
Black Bear Pamphlets, 76 Peckham 
Rd. a London SE5. (12p + postage) 

★ FEMINIST COMMUNIC¬ 
ATIONS, 4003 Wabash Ave., San 
Diego, California 92104. 

★ ANARCHO-FEMINIST 
NOTES, c/o Karen Johnson, 
1821—8th St., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Quarterly publication (donation 
asked for). 

★ANARCHIST WOMEN’S 
NETWORK. Contact Sophie Laws, 
43 Grosvenor Terrace, Bootham, 
York. Issue one of Anarchist 
Feminist Newsletter (which 
replaces Libertarian Women’s Net¬ 
work Newsletter). Just out. lOp 
+ postage. 

★ CHILDCARE BULLETIN NO. 
1. On creches at political meetings 
and events — a practical detailed 


guide to running creches with 
reasons for having them at all. 
Functions argued from an anarchist 
viewpoint. lOp. From Childcare 
Bulletin, 112b Forest Rd., London 
E8. 

LIBERTARIAN PRESS 


★ ANARCHY MAGAZINE, 29 
Grosvenor Ave., London N5. — 
about every 6 weeks. Worth lOp 
of anybody’s money. No.22 out 
now. 

★BLACK FLAG, Over the Water, 
Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL.Every 

4 to 6 weeks, price 15p. Gives 
excellent coverage of tne Inter¬ 
national anarchist movement. 
Worth reading. 

★ FREEDOM, 84b Whitechapel 
High St., London El. Fortnightly 
15p. Reliable. Bookshop ai. tne 
same address. 

★ ANARCHIST WORKER, 13 
Ooltman St., Hull, Humberside. 
Monthly lOp. Paper of the 
Anarchist Workers Association. 

★ SOLIDARITY, c/o 123 Latham 
Rd., East Ham, London E6. Bi¬ 
monthly national paper 12p. Also 
print excellent series of pamphlets. 
(Write for full list.) 

★ SOCIAL REVOLUTION, c/o 
83 Gregory Cres., Eltham SE9. 
Bi-monthly 15p. ‘Improves with 
every issue’. 

★ SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN, 
c/o 122 Benneray St., Glasgow. 
041-336 7895. Bi-monthly panel 
of the SLF. £1 for a year’s sub. 
Including post. 

★PEACE NEWS, 8 Elm Ave., 
Nottingham. Fortnightly 15p. 

Well produced libertarian/pacifist 
magazine. 

PUBLICATIONS 

★ LIBERTARIAN EDUCATION, 
6 Beaconsfield Road, Leicester. 

5 issues £1. 


126 is just out. 

★ BLACK EYE, 30 Belmont Ave., 
Clifton, Manchester M27 2WL. Fret 
Free Manchester Anarchist paper, 
(send s.a.e.) 

★ BLACK JAKE, available from 
Newcastle Anarchists, c/o Cradle- 
well Books, Jesmond Rd., Jesmond 
V.Good occasional mag. 4p. Offers 
of help welcomed. 

★ ASKATASUNA, 5 Beaconsfield 
Terr. Rd., London .V14. 15p. Paper 
of the Basque London Committee. 

★ BRATACH DUBH PUBLIC¬ 
ATIONS. Now available: pamphlet 
no.l “Anarchism and National 
Liberation Struggles” No.2 
“Syndicalism” both by Alfredo 
Bonnanno. From Veronica and 
Andy McGowan, 83 Langside 
Terrace, Portglasgow. Scotland. 

★ FIFTH ESTATE, 4403 Second, 
Detroit, Michigan 48201. Detroit 
Libertarian paper. 

★AJOBLANCO, Ediciones S.A. 
Apartado 422, Barcelona. Spain. 
New wave anarchism. Ajoblanco 
- Whitegarlic. Spanish OZ? 

★ RIVISTA ANARCHICA, 
Editrice A, cas.post. 3240 20100, 
Milano, Italy. Italian monthly. 

★ THE CHARGE OF THE 
FEDERAL PROSECUTION 
AGAINST KURT GROENWOLD 
as Defence Council of Red Army 
Faction (RAF) Prisoners. English 
translation of information on, and 
background to the trial. From 
Rising Free. 

CONTACTS 


★ M.E.R.A.G. Middle East 
Research & Action Group, 5 
Caledonian Rd., London Nl. 
01-278 9308. 

★ C.A.C.T.L., 6 Bowden Rd., 
London SE11. 01-289 3877. 
Full list of local contacts 
available from this address. 


★ MUSICS, 48 Hillsborough Court 
Mortimer t , London Nw6, In 
depth analysis and information on 
the free music scene etc. Subs. 
£2.40 for 6 issues. 

★ HUMPTY DUMPTY, 32 Park- 
holme Rd., Dalston, London E8. 
Radical psychology magazine. 30p. 
Issue 8 now out. “recommended 
reading .... Zero”. 

★ OPEN ROAD, Box 6135, 
Station G, Vancouver, BC, 

Canada. 

★ MINUS 7,180 lx>ckhart Rd., 

1st fir., Wanchai, Hong Kong. Bi¬ 
monthly magazine produced by 
the 70’s liberation group. 

★ SYNDICALIST WORKERS 
FEDERATION, Social General 
Strike, Free Broadsheet (send 
s.a.e.) from Manchester S.W.F., 

109 Oxford Rd., Manchester 1. 

★ PEOPLES NEWS SERVICE, 

C/O 182 Upper St.. London Nl. 
Non-sectarian news and inform¬ 
ation paper. Fortnightly 15p. 
Collective has reformed nnd Issue 


★ A.S.S., Advisory Service for 
Squatters, 2a St.Pauls Rd., 

London Nl. 01-359 8814. 

★ I.W.W., Industrial Workers of 
the World, One Big Union Centre, 
294 Middleton Rd., Oldham, 
Lancs. 

★ H.A.P.O.T.O.C., P.O. Box 
10638, Amsterdam, Holland. 
Anarchist Prisoners Aid Organ 
isution. Print regular bulletins 
In English. 

★ EAST LONDON MENS 
CENTRE, 19 Redmans Rd.. 
Whitechapel, London FI. 

★ ilLACKTHORN BOOKS. 74 
Highcross St., Leicester. 0533 
21896. New anarchist bookshop 
— pay a visit if you can. 

Woman with a child looking 

for others (some with either some 
capital or who may be mortgage¬ 
able), to join with In sharing a 
house in East London, with a 
view to living communally. Please 
write to Zero, Box Z2, 182 Upper 
Strut, London Nl. 
























Spanish Anarchists Reorganise 


On Sunday March 27th, the anarchist 
National Confederation of Labour (CNT), 
the largest trade union in Spain until the 
arrival of Franco’s fascist regime, held its 
first public meeting since the civil war. 
About 30,000 people packed the bullring 
in San Sebastian de los Reyes, 10 miles 
outside Madrid. Most of those present 
came from Madrid and the surrounding 
areas, which in the past has never been a 
stronghold of the CNT 

The^neeting began late as loudspeakers 
announced “the main road is blocked, 
and we’re expecting the whole of Europe 
to arrive”. The crowd were emotional and 
euphoric. A few people chanting “Spain 
tomorrow will be republican” were 
drowned out by the chants of “Spain 
tomorrow will be Libertarian”, followed 
by "the people united manage without 
parties” and “fascists, bourgeois there are 
only a few months left”. There was a 
minute’s silence for the victims of the 
repression, followed by speakers including 
regional delegates, a representative of the 
International Workers Association (AIT), 
and the national secretary of the CNT, 
Gomez Cases, who started the meeting 
with the declaration that “the CNT is the 
only organisation which guarantees the 
autonomy of the workers. All comrades 
have the same status, there are no leaders 
in the CNT.” 

The vertical trade unions, including the 
Communist Party controlled Workers 
Commissions, were the target of much 
anger, "nauseous and evil-smelling corpse 
of a crumbling situation. Genuine 
representative of exploiting capitalism.” 
Before the meeting broke-up, a collection 
for the CNT raised about 200,000 pesetas, 
and messages of greetings and solidarity 
were read out from the I.W.W. in Chicago, 
the Bulgarian anarchist movement in exile, 


comrades in Hong Kong, Black Cross and 
Centro Iberico in Britain and many others. 
The CNT had organised its own stewards 
for the meeting, and the police and Guardia 
Civil made no appearance. 

In the weeks following this meeting, 
many others of CNT locals took place, 
including the construction syndicates in 
Madrid who print their own paper 
Construccion, CNT theatrical workers, and 
a CNT section in the multi-national I.T.T. 
Every province in Spain now has a regional 
CNT federation, with a network of local 
and district federations. Libertarian and 
CNT papers are rapidly starting up. In 
Barcelona, Solidaridad Obrera has a 
growing circulation of over 10,000, and in 
Madrid a national CNT paper has produced 
2 issues. 

The return of the CNT has coincided 
with the flourishing of a strong counter¬ 
culture movement amongst young people 
in Spain. Publications with emphasis on 
sexual freedom, rock music and drugs, but 
at the same time consciously anarchist, are 
appearing. The Spanish Communist Party 
(PCE) and other left groups have been 
making statements that the CNT is today 
a movement of homosexuals and hippies. 

It is. It is also a movement of workers, 
peasants, feminists, students, conscientious 
objectors, in fact all those who suffer 
oppression at the hands of authority and 
the state. The old CNT militants, veterans 
of the civil war and countless other 
struggles still make up a small percentage 
of the membership, but the strength of the 
CNT today, lies with the young workers 
and students, who were not even born 
when the war ended. Ninety per cent of 
the current membership are young people, 
with an average age of around 30. 

Unlike the PCE (and countless others), 
the CNT has made no compromises with 


:he Suarez Government, but says instead 
it will stick to the time-honoured working 
lass path towards the social revolution. 
Near the end of April, the principle trade 
unions were given permission to apply for 
legalization (part of the liberal facade), the 
CNT was the only union which refused to 
co-operate. The same day the applications 
for legality were handed in, a ban on all 
May Day demonstrations was announced 
by Suarez. The demonstrations which went 
ahead were ruthlessly attacked by the riot 
police and cavalry. Hundreds of people, 
adults and children, demonstrators and 
bystanders were injured, many seriously. 

So much for liberalism. 

The elections being held on June 15th 
will be as predictable as they are corrupt 
and contrived. Over 150 parties have put 
up candidates — so far — ranging from 
socialists to fascists, monarchists and 
Carlists to separatists. The CNT will be 
taking no part in this circus, and can only 
benefit from the petty party squabbling 
which will no doubt be in plentiful supply. 
The left parties participating in the 
elections, especially the PCE, are falling 
over themselves to show how moderate 
they are, and how they all believe in the 
cherished ideal of social democracy. The 
PCE has already done its best to prevent 
grass-roots actions from developing, and 
has been actively discouraging strikes and 
militancy by its members. The fascists and 
right wing in Spain are still extremely 
powerful. The dismantling last month of 
Franco’s political machine, the National 
Movement, was merely cosmetics, 
attempting to provide a liberal image which 
is needed if Spain is to be accepted in the 
E.E.C. The leadership of the armed forces, 
the paramilitaries and the police is still 
solidly Francoist, (the Franco Lives 
brigade, even though the old bastard has 


been lying in his personally designed 
mausoleum for 18 months), and they have 
made it known they are unhappy at the 
present course of events. The economy is 
depressed, unemployment is rising, and 
living standards falling. The need for an 
independent working class movement, the 
CNT, dedicated to fight for the interests 
and demands of the workers becomes 
obvious. 

Although the recent events have been 
greatly encouraging they have only been 
small steps towards the reconstruction of 
the CNT and anarchist movement in Spain. 
Comrades in Spain will decide for them¬ 
selves what course events will take, but the 
libertarian movement worldwide can offer 
practical support and solidarity. Whilst 
support for the communist and socialist 
controlled unions comes in from labour 
organisations abroad, the CNT receives 
only small contributions, i.e. — The 
International Libertarian Labor Fund 
recently sent $ 1,000 directly to the CNT 
in Madrid. The press outside Spain lie, 
distort and in most cases refuse to 
recognise the fact that a Spanish libertarian 
movement exists. Money is desperately 
needed to finance propaganda activities. 
The Black.Cross in London, (an anarchist 
prisoners-aid group) has been sending out 
old or unused duplicators and presses to 
different locals of the CNT. This is one 
practical, immediate way we can help. 
Anyone who can assist in any way, cither 
by donating a duplicator or contributing 
financially, should contact Miguel Garcia, 
123 Upper Tollington, London N4. Clearly 
mark all letters CNT. 

The first issue of the national CNT paper 
printed in December 1976, had a cartoon 
bearing the slogan, “courage grandparents, 
we are coming” signed CNT. 

The anarchist movement in Spain has 
once again resurfaced □ Pete Webb. 


in 
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Charter'77 


Earlier this year, a group of 242 workers, 
intellectuals and students issued Charter 77, 
a human rights manifesto named after 
Amnesty International’s designation of 
1977 as the year of the political prisoner. 
Charter 77 doesn’t see itself as replacing 
existing opposition groups, or even as a 
platform for political opposition. The 
signators, having stated that it has no 
programme, formal membership or organ¬ 
isational structure, envisage it as a citizens’ 
group aiming to pressurise the government 
nto fulfilling its obligations in the field of 
human rights. 

They have compiled dossiers on 
discrimination in education against child¬ 
ren whose parents are critical of the 
regime and discrimination in employment. 

In preparation are dossiers on authors 
whose works have been banned and dis¬ 
crimination against the religious. 

The government has responded with a 
vicious campaign reminiscent of the 
Stalinist hysteria which surrounded the 
Slansky Purge trials. Daily, Charter 77 is 
attacked in the mass media although it 
hasn’t been published or even quoted. The 
Trade Union and Communist Party 
apparatus is being used to push anti- 
Charter propaganda and an attempt is 
being made to gather a large number of 
signatures of both individuals and organ¬ 
isations in condemnation of the Charter. 
Also, the characters of the signatoFS have 
been blackened and the Communist Party 
paper Rude Pravo has claimed that 
Western Powers arc behind the Charter. 

The campaign has not been a roaring 
success and attempts to persuade workers 
to condemn the Charter have received 
little response. 

A number of supporters of Charter 77 
have been arrested and charged with 
subversion of the State and with distrib¬ 
uting copies of the Charter and Czecho¬ 
slo vakian ho oks and journals published in 
the West. A woman student, Zina Kocova, 
was, while under arrest, forcibly treated 
for VD which she does not suffer from. 

The most common form of intimidation 
of Charter 77 supporters has been 
dismissal from employment. People so 
dismissed include many who were journal¬ 
ists before 1969; Ivan Medek; Professor 
Milan Machovec, a philosopher; Ivan 
Dejmal, who served 2 years in prison for 
his membership of the Revolutionary 
Socialist Party, and Ladislav Dvorak, a 
writer. 

Others have been downgraded at work 
and people who protest against the 
dismissal of Charter signators have them¬ 
selves been fired. 3 people have been 
sacked for this reason in connection with 
the case of Ivan Medek. 

Parents who signed the Charter have 
been intimidated with threats of their 
children being refused higher (not only 
University but arso secondary) education. 
Signators have also had their driving 
licenses withdrawn and their telephones 
cut-off. 

Support for Charter 77 has come from 
other oppositionists in Eastern Europe. A 
letter of solidarity came from 34 
Hungarian intellectuals and similar letters 
were sent by the Romanian writer Paul 
Gorna, who was supported in his action by 
the exiled writers Dumitru Tsepeneag and 
Virgil Terase; the Soviet group of Amnesty 
International headed by Yuri Orlov; the 
Lithuanian Helsinki group and the Warsaw 
Workers Defence Committee. A letter 
came from Yugoslavia bearing 1 ,000 names 
and in Sofia 14 dissidents were detained as 
copies of a French reprint of the Charter 
began to circulate. 

Charter 77 and the manner in which 
the campaign in support of it is being 
conducted reflect the political naivety of 
the Czech dissidents and their pathetic 
faith in the established institutions, both 
Eastern and Western. However, as detente 
and Western capital investment in the East 
proceed apace,and capitalism becomes a 
fully-integrated world system, these 
illusions will be scattered like chaff before 
the wind and a clear-cut split will take 
place between those who wish to reform 
the system and those who see the need to 
overthrow it and replace it, with a bona . 


fide socialism. 

As the riots in Poland, the protests 
against the expulsion of Wolf Biermann 
from the GDR, the formation of a human ; 
rights group in Romania, the round-up 
of libertarians in Bulgaria and the contin¬ 
ued activity of dissidents in the USSR all 
show, there is a growing movement of ; 
opposition in Eastern Europe. A movement 
which eventually must come to a head. It 
is now the task of libertarian revolution¬ 
aries in the West to aid the activities and 
development of the Anti-Stalinist socialist 
tende"oies in this movement 
3 Terry Liddle. 


Riots in Italy 


shops and supermarkets in groups dressed- 
up in warpaint and feathers, to infiltrating 
the Universities and disrupting lectures, 
especially those given by Communist Party 
hacks. At Rome University, Luciano Lama,, 
a prominent CP trade union official, was 
boded and jeered by students occupying 
the campus. There followed a pitched 
battle between them and the Party youths 
sent in to keep order. 

Students occupying the University 
staged a demonstration on March 12th, and 
two writers from “L’Europeo” who were 
arrested and beaten-up described the police 
violence as “like something out of 
Clockwork Orange.” 

The march was characterised by unorgan¬ 
ised violence, and the PCI, unable to 
control events, denounced the incidents of 


ation of the head of the Lawyers 
association. The trial, held over from May 
last year, can’t go on until the Autumn as 
every member of three successive juries 
has sent in medical certificates excusing 
themselves from service, not surprisingly 
in view of the violence and threatenings 
which have surrounded the case. On the 
day of the postponement hundreds of 
police with dogs guarded the Court and 
there was fighting when they dispersed a 
left-wing demonstration outside. 

The PCI leadership, eagerly arranging 
the “historip compromise” (i.e. sell-out) 
with the Christian Democrats, is a disgrace 
to the Resistance to which it constantly 
appeals as an authentic mark of their 
“revolutionary” pretensions. They have 
asked the workers to make more sacrifices 
as “austerity provides an opportunity to 
transform Italy”. The people, however, 
have other ideas. A recent survey among 
Italians aged 15—24 showed that very few 
of them were willing to accept hand-soiling 
jobs like plumbing or farm work, and 
almost none of them were prepared to 
accept trainee’s pay of about £100 per 
month. 

The Party has also glossed-over the guilt 
of the Christian-Democrat leadership in 
the Lockheed scandal and allowed the 
Legge Reale (the police license to kill) to 
get through parliament without a murmur. 
There is now, however, among many PCI 
members, a very audible murmur against 
their leaders □ Nino Staffa. 


Italy this year has seen almost continuous 
confrontation between the forces of the 
state and the unemployed youth, feminists, 
students, “autonomy groups”, “metro¬ 
politan Indians”, and many anarchists. The 
Communist Party (PCI) and the Union 
organisations have been firmly on the side 
of the police and the state. 

Groups of young people known as 
“metropolitan Indians” have engaged in 
wide-ranging subversion, from raiding 


March 12th as the work of neo-fascists 

trying to organise a coup. 

In Turin, meanwhile, the trial of 52 "red 
brigades” members charged with kidnap¬ 
pings and armed robberies, was postponed 
on May 3rd, one week after the assassin- 


Model 
Germany 

On the 7th May, a conference was held ii 
London organised by the Campaign 
Against Repression in West Germany, — 

‘Verboten’, " 'th th 1 * 3 j m nf informing as_ 

many people as possible about the 
repressive situation in Germany. The West 
German government has been given the 
image of ‘the model social democratic 
state’ — the facts show a different picture. 

An increasing amount of repressive legis¬ 
lation has been introduced over the last 
few years, some of which is listed below. 

The BERUFSUEBOTE: the decree on 
radicals excluding them from public 
service, i.e. teaching, local government 
posts etc. Extensive black-lists have been 
drawn up and many people have been 
hounded out of their employment. 

WOMEN: The Womens Movement has 
received continual harrassment from the 
authorities, especially over the abortion 
issue. Abortion in Germany is ‘legal’, but 
is left to the moral and value judgements 
of the doctor. Though the legal position 
has relatively improved over the years, it is 
apparent that women’s demands .to con¬ 
trol their own bodies are not being met. 

In practice for example it turns out that, 
even if a woman gets permission for a 
legal abortion, it is difficult to find a 
hospital which does the operation. 

Especially in the largely catholic C.S.U. 
governed Bavaria, the woman is confronted 
with insuperable difficulties. Consequently 
many women have illegal abortions or go 
to Holland. These possibilities however 
are only open to women who can afford 
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it. Working class women are effectively 
excluded. 

Several women’s centres have been 
raided by the police, and lists of 
sympathetic doctors confiscated. Raids 
have also taken place on a women’s 
publishing co-operative and women’s 
collectives. 

CENSORSHIP: A recent piece of 
legislation introduced in Germany was the 
14th Amendment, of which para.88a . 
forbids ‘unconstitutional advocacy of 
violence’, which has led to widespread 
harrassmcntof left publishers and book¬ 
shops. Many premises have been raided, 
several people arrested and many books 
have been banned. These include Bommi 
Baumann’s ‘How things started’ and a 
collection of letters, leaflets and state¬ 
ments by RAF member Holger Meins, 
who died during a hunger strike in 1974, 
called 'Holger, the struggle continues’. 

Other parts of the censorship laws 
include prosecution for ‘defamation of 
the flag and symbols of state’ - e.g. 
cartoons, posters, stickers etc. 

jUSTICE/PRISONS: During political 
trials in Germany it has become common • 
for defence lawyers to themselves end up 
facing prosecution, usually on charges of 
collaborating with their clients. The 
witch hunt against anarchists and others, 
and the hysterical rantings of the German 
press makes any political trial a foregone 
conclusion. The conditions inside prison 
for political prisoners are usually barbaric. 
The German state has refined the 
psychological torture techniques being 
■used increasingly around the world. Since 
the welcomed shooting of the fascist 
chief prosecutor Buback in April, a ‘strict 
custody’ routine has been imposed on 
political prisoners. This includes total 
isolation, and the withdrawal of all books, 
radio and other contact with the outside 
world. There are at present over 100 
hunger-strikers in West German prisons, 
many being forcibly fed. 

POLICE/SECURITY: There has been a 
rapid growth in the repressive state 
apparatus'and legislation for the ‘main¬ 
tenance of internal order’. German police 
have gained themselves the reputation for 
being trigger happy - shoot first ask later. 
Many people completely innocent of 
political activities have been murdered by 
these armed protectors of the law. The 
recent massive protests in Germany against 
nuclear power have been met with a 
predictably vicious response from the 
police, i.e. helicopter attacks with gas and 
chemicals, water cannon, tear-gas, and 
indiscriminate beatings. 

The Campaign Against Repression in 
West Germany can be contacted at 35 
Wellington Street, London WC2 
□ Ulrike Grunde. 


in Hong Kong, the Canton authorities say 
they have sentenced Li to Labour Reform 
Camps for being counter-revolutionaries. 

Another young revolutionary Yang Hsi- 
Kuang was sentenced to 10 years hard 
labour in 1968 for writing a poster 
‘Whither China’, which attacked ‘Red 
Capitalism’. He was a 17 year old student 
at the time of his arrest 10 years ago, and 
should by now have been released. 

However it seems quite the opposite. Yang 
has disappeared and the authorities are 
not willing to give any information about 
him. A campaign by the'70’s Libertarian 
group in Hong Kong to help the arrested 
comrades is under way. The 70’s can be 
contacted at 180 Lockhart Road, 1st 
Floor, Wanchai, Hong Kong □ H.Y.Wong 


News From 
Red China 


The Chinese State machinery, around the 
time of the much publicised purge on the 
‘Gang of Four’, also arrested a group of 
'oung ultra-leftists called the Li-I-Chi. 

This was the name which appeared on a 
big character poster in China with the 
heading ‘Concerning Socialist Democracy 
and the Legal System - Dedicated to 
Chairman Mao’. The Li-I-Chi was the 
collective pseudonym of a group of three 
ex-Red guards. The Chinese authorities 
identified the real name of the writer and 
‘leader’ of this ‘counter-revolutionary’ 
group as Li Cheng-t’ien, a young man from 
Wuhan. 

The poster was a description of what 
has been happening in China recently and 
criticised the Red Capitalists who are 
exploiting the mass of people in China, and 
use the so-called legal system to oppress 
every voice which dares speak out against 
the authorities. Li Hsien-nien, vice-premier 
of the State Council of Communist China, 
handed down his verdict that the poster 
was ‘reactionary through and through, 
vicious and malicious to the extreme’. The 
fate of the author was thus sealed. Public 
security authorities in Canton put Li-I-Chi 
under ‘temporary arrest’. Li was brought 
to various units and mass meetings for 
public criticism and hurrjil.iation. Now . . 
after five months of enquiring by friends 


NUPE, ASTMS, NALGO, and COHSE. 
Patients within the hospital support the 
workers and bed-ridden women are 
determined that they will not move (at 
least, not until they are well!) Women 
outside the hospital insist on being 
referred to the EGA so that there is a 
steady supply of patients. Support from 
the local community has been widespread; 
women’s groups, squatting groups, local 
trade unionists and many others have 
been active in the 24 hour picket. The 
EGA support campaign has produced a 
very good tape and slide show which 
details the history of the EGA struggle, 
and is intended for showing to any groups 
of people who are willing to support the 
campaign. Meetings and marches have 


duty on at least a weekly basis. Occasional 
mass pickets are not enough. Offers of 
teipport to Pam Jones or Arthur Churchly 
JNUPE) on 01-387 2501 □ Pete Brawne. 


EGAthe fight goeson 



Jake Prescot 

Jake Prescott (serving 10 years for Angry 
Brigade activities), has been given 
permission to appeal against his sentence 
of two years loss of remission, and 8 
months total loss of privileges, imposed by 
the visiting magistrates in Manchester for 
being involved in the riot at Hull in 
August ’76. 

Without loss of remission, Jake should 
have been out by October this year. 
However one of the charges against him 
has now been dropped, and six months 
loss or remission has gone with it. At 
present Jake is in the Albany prison on 
the Isle of Wight, and is recovering from a 
spell of bad health. Since the riot at Hull, 
the prisoners involved have been separated 
and sent to different prisons around the 
country. An independent inquiry into the 
brutality metered out to the prisoners 
after the riot takes place in London on 
May 28th. It has been organised by the 
prisoners rights group P.R.O.P.U 


One use of Direct Action that in the long 
term is threatened by the Criminal Trespass 
Law (see CACTL news p.5) is the work-in at 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (EGA) hospital 
for women, in Euston. In the short term, 
however its future is threatened by the 
Area Health Authority who have promised 
to move equipment out of the hospital 
today, as a first step to closing it down. 

The reasons for the work-in are many: 
it is the larger of the only two hospitals in 
the country run by women for women. 

The struggle to keep it open is seen as a 
challenge to the National Health Service 
which is top heavy with men, and which 
so qften treats the problems of women’s 
health as neuroses or “nothing to be 
worried about”. This is particularly true 
of menstrual problems, the menopause, 
difficulties with pregnancy, thrush, cystitis 
and other genital disorders. Obviously 
only a woman doctor can know and 
sympathise whereas a man can only 
guess. The struggle at the EGA provides a 
chance to focus on the whole issue of 
women’s health, and the struggle of 
women to have control over their own 
bodies. 

The EGA has steadily been run down 
since 1974 when there were hints that the 
hospital would close. At one stage, a 
group of workmen entered the building to 
“inspect the balconies”. There, they 
hammered and hammered to “test its 
strength”. Large chunks of it came away. 
The lights were smashed and then found 
to be “faulty". They left saying the 
balcony was “structurally unsound”; it 
was “dangerous” and “unsafe”. In 
February 1976, Barbara Castle announced 
that the hospital had to move, but would- 
be incorporated into the Whittington 
Hospital, Islington. There was no reason 
given as to why this move had to be made. 
Investigations into the Whittington 
revealed that the move could not happen 
without a loss of jobs, a loss of facilities, 
and the loss of the identity of the EGA as 
a caring women’s hospital. It became clear 
that the plans for the EGA were nothing 
short of closure. 

The response of the women within the 
hospital was to occupy. All the staff have 
seen this tactic as a final weapon to keep 
the hospital open. This decision is 
endorsed by all the unions repreSerit'ed: ' 


been organised. Masses of leaflets and 
posters have been printed, and an 
explanatory exhibition was got together 
and is on display on the railings of the 
hospital. At the moment the campaign is 
demanding : NO CLOSURE NO 
REDUNDANCIES MEND THE LIFT 
(which is out of order and means that the 
operating theatre and wards above the first 
floor cannot be used). A BIGGER, 
BETTER WOMEN’S HOSPITAL ON THE 
PRESENT SITE. 

Inside the hospital there has been a 
growing awareness that the fight against 
the closure of the EGA should not be seen 
in isolation. The hospital is just one of 
many which are threatened by the massive 
cuts imposed by the government on publi< 
spending. All hospitals in London are in 
one way or another threatened by these 
cuts, and this has been recognised by some 
workers who have given support to the 
EGA. Indeed, recently the staff of 
Hounslow Hospital have followed the 
eample of the EGA and occupied it to 
prevent its closure. This 66-bed hospital 
has adopted the same tactics as the EGA 
including a 24-hour picket to stop the 
removal of patients and equipment. 

At the EGA it was expected that the 
Area Health Authority would move in 
early this morning to start moving out 
patients, and extra people strengthened 
the picket line, although official trade 
union support was minimal. At 3 this 
afternoon there were only 30 pickets while 
eight policemen stood by. Pam Jones, the 
secretary of the Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee said that in an emergency 
there were several lines of defence that 
could quickly be put into effect. The gates 
could be padlocked, there was a list of 
people who could be telephoned and arrive 
outside the EGA Within minutes, 
ambulance drivers have said they will not 
cross any picket line, and there were other 
‘surpises’. 

At 3.45 two senior policemen 
approached a shop-steward and promised 
her that no action was planned for today, 
and would she therefore like to ask the 
pickets to go home, so that their men can 
go off duty. We stay. 

The most important practical help that 
can be offered is for people to commit 
thfei’n&IVfeS to k regular period of picket 


Anarchist 

Feminist 

workshops 

National Women’s Liberation Conference; 
a report on the anarcho-feminist 
workshops. 

At the Women’s liberation Conference this 
year two workshops took place on anarcho- 
feminism. Over seventy women were 
involved. This was within a general context 
of concern for developing a revolutionary- 
feminist perspective and in the light of a 
growing socialist feminist movement, 
which we see ourselves as a part of - 
socialism predates Marxism! 

At the Conference, particularly within 
the socialist feminist workshops, many 
women expressed dissatisfaction with 
traditional male left politics but simul¬ 
taneously saw the need to work for a 
socialist alternative if we are to free our¬ 
selves as women from oppression. Very 
few women seemed aware of the libert¬ 
arian left which is so much closer to the 
politics we have learnt from our experience 
in the women’s movement. 

Within the anarcho feminist workshops 
we discussed this, and decided that it was 
very important for us to establish an 
anarcho feminist group within the Women’s 
movement, for'our own sense of solidarity 
and so that we may establish and develop 
our own theory and practice. Many of us 
said how isolated we had been feeling , 
particularly when arguing with our aligned 
left sisters. We all felt that it was vital to 
re-emphasize the structure of the women’s 
movement (small leaderless groups, taking 
collective decisions, with everyone sharing 
responsibility; and coming together as a 
network organization not as a pyramid) as 
part of the revolutionary means itself. 

Some women in recent years have 
challenged this and advocated a tighter, 
centralized structure. As anarchists we have 
to point out the importance of using 
‘revolutionary means’ if we wish to secure 
a free society where people share responsi¬ 
bility for running their own lives. 

To these ends we have re-started the 
anarcho feminist network, and are bringing 
out a newsletter, as well as organizing a 
conference for May. 

Other issues which we discussed were 
what did we feel was ‘anarcho feminist’ 
practice within the women’s movement? 

To springboard ourselves out of reformism 
and stopgap measures and into a revolu¬ 
tionary confrontation with authoritarian 
politics, where should we focus? Perhaps 
we should ignore the state and set up 
abortion centres — as menstrual extraction 
is safe and simple. 

We talked about our attitude to working 
with men; we.decided our priority was to 
establish a strong current within the 
women’s movement. 

We have much to discuss - suggested 
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workshops for the conference so far 
include: the structure of the women's 
movement - how far is it anarchist?; our 
attitude to the Unions; women and kids; 
campaigns; working with men; feminism; 
sexuality; work situation; and non-violent 
actionQ Sharon Roughan. 
contact address for newsletter: 

43 Grosvenor Terrace, Boot ham, York. 


likely due to unprecedented international 
protest and its effect upon their cherished 
tourist trade. Noel’s six-month ordeal - 
accompanied by perpetual artificial light' 
— and the beatings he received during 
interrogation, is a form of physical and 
psychological torture permitted in a 
"democracy”. 

Noel is taking a Civil Action against his 



Free the Murrays! 



Marie Murray’s retrial on a charge of 
capital murder in the very Special Criminal 
Court in Dublin (3 judges and no jury), 
ended on May 4th ... . she was found 
guilty on a charge of ordinary murder and 
not capital murder. Marie was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Gardai statements 
during the trial admitted that the only 
real evidence for conviction was her state¬ 
ment, supposedly given ‘voluntarily’ during 
her interrogation. The statement however 
was only given by Marie to save the life of 
Noel Murray, who was being tortured in 
the room next to hers by the infamous 
Gardai ’Heavy Gang’. Once again the Irish 
media gave little coverage of the trial, and 
none of the national and international 
activities of the Murray’s Defence Groups. 
Marie has lodged an appeal against the 
sentence, and is at present in Limerick 
prison, along with other women activists 
— Rose Dugdale and Marion Coyle. 

NoeJ Murray, also serving a life sentence 
is in the Curragh Military Camp where he 
has been held since 1975. The camp is 
justice minister Cooney’s rubbish dump 
for ‘difficult prisoners’, and the inmates 
include anarchists, republicans and 
revolutionary socialists. Noel’s time in 
the Curragh has included a six month stay 
in the death-cell, while the state deliber- ■ 
ated on the legality of their own murder 
proposals. As it turned out, they decided 
against killing him though not due to a 
benevolent change of heart . . . more 


torturers, (the Action was filed in August 
1976 ... it usually takes a year before it 
is heard in court, and a few days for it to 
be rejected). The third defendant Ronan 
Stenson was released in January, and is 
now active in the Dublin Murrays’ Defence 
Group, having just returned from a speak¬ 
ing tour in Holland. Ronan suffered badly 
from the tortures he received after his 
arrest and it was fear of torture evidence 
being produced by his defence counsel in 
the court which led to his release. 

Many of the Murrays’ Defence Groups 
intend to carry on the fight against the 
bunch of thugs in Dublin - Cosgrave and 
his henchmen, and also try to make Marie 
and Noel’s (hopefully short) stay in prison 
as varied as possible. Non-political letters, 
non-politjcal paperback books and money 
are their most urgent, legitimate wants. 
Send to: Marie Murray, Limerick Womens 
Gaol, Limerick, S.Ireland; and to Noel 
Murray, Curragh Military Detention Centre, 
Curragh, Co.Kildare, S.lreland. 

(Free the Murrays postcards can be 
obtained from the London Defence Group 
c/o 29 Grosvenor Ave., London N5 — 5p 
each or 12 for 50p.) DPeter Webb. 

Squatters 

Conference 

London Saturday/Sunday April 16/17 
One month after CACTL march (see p.5) a 
Squatters Conference was held to discuss 
(amongst other things) fighting the 
Criminal Trespass Law, and Squatters 
Organisation - these two subjects being . 
inseparable, and needing a great deal of 
attention. 

Politically motivated squatters from 
numerous areas of London attended, but 
representation of squatters as a whole was 
poor. A split within the “Movement” 
(which emerged for the first time for many 
people) between Leninists, some of whom 
work around the Squatters Action Council' 
(SAC) and libertarians, who organize 
themselves, but whose most coherent 
voice is represented by the Advisory 
Service for Squatters (ASS) meant that 
unity was not achieved, and the pressing 
need for a London-wide squatting organ¬ 
isation to stop the Criminal Trespass Law 
was not met. Hopefully, this will happen 
at another meeting planned for May 15th 
at which squatters will debate whether to 
form a Squatters Union (SAC proposal), 
a Federation of London Squatters (ASS 


proposal), or any other idea which is 
thrown up by the people attending. 

Perhaps the most positive and hearten¬ 
ing aspect of the conference was the 
commitment of many of the groups 
around London to set up smaller meetings 
in their areas, and to discuss the ideas 
brought up by the conference, to reach a 
wider audience, and to see if there can be 
any agreed plan of action. 

Since April 16/17th a number of local 
meetings have been held, and a London¬ 
wide squatting organisation discussed. On 
15th May the report-back from areas to a 
larger all-London meeting took place. The 
meeting was heated, and the decision as 
to what sort of organisation should be 
formed was deferred yet again to another 
meeting, due to lack of time — see 
Agitprop for details. 

Newcomers to squatting as an overtly 
political activity left early as their pre¬ 
conceived ideas about “politics” were 
proven by what was felt as the stupidity 
of many of the arguments, and the vast 
amount of bickering and petty squabbling 
that occurred□ Pete BraWne. 


Open Road 

In the space of just two issues a new news 
quarterly, Open Road, launched by a 
collective of activists in Vancouver has 
established itself as one of the best 
ararchist papers currently available. Taking 
the name Open Road from the name 
Emma Goldman originally chose for 
Mother Earth when she decided to start an 
anarchist periodical in 1906, and with a 
style reminiscent of the original Rolling 
Stone, all six thousand copies of the first 
(summer ’7£>}Jssue sold out in a few weeks. 



received in response to the first issue 
delayed the second till Spring ’77. That 
too quickly sold out although the print 
run had been doubled. 

Open Road has comprehensive coverage 
of libertarian politics and culture, 
reporting not only Canadian, but 
American, European and third world 
events. Although so far, in its desire to 
be nonsectarian it has occasionally tended 
to be a little too uncritical, and also, while 
being refreshingly anti-sexist it is not yet 
expressly feminist in its content. Even so, 
this is an exciting new paper which should 
be read by everyone. 

Open Road can be obtained direct from 
Open Road, Box 6135, Station G, 
Vancouver BC, Canada V6R 495. As there 
are no subscription rates send a 
contribution-D 


More 

Harassment 

Two comrades Iris Mills and Ronan 
Bennett were picked up on May 11th 
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
(P.T.A.), after the Special Branch raided 
their home in Huddersfield at 7 o’clock in 
the morning. Under the P.T.A. people can 
be held for up to seven days without being 
charged. Iris and Ronan are both involved 
with the Anarchist Black Cross, and have 
also been active in the Murrays Defence 
Campaign. After being held for six days 


Iris was released on Tuesday 17th - no 
charges were brought against her. After 
Ronan’s detention however, the police 
asked Home Secretary Rees to serve an 
exclusion on him, which Rees dutifully 
did. 

Ronan came over to England last April 
from Ireland, and if his appeal against the 
exclusion order is turned down he will be 
forced to return to the Irish Republic. This 
attack by the police is the latest of a long 
line in which the P.T.A. has been used, 
especially against the Irish community. 

Since the P.T.A. was introduced over 
2,200 people have been detained, over 100 
deported and 1100 have been detained at 
ports of entry whilst coming from Ireland. 

Of all those detained less than 30 have 
been convicted for political offences. The 
Act so far has been used to terrorise the 
Irish community — it can be used against 
other groups just as easily. 

At the time of going to press we don’t 
know if Ronan has been deported, but 
for further information contact Black 
Cross, 123 Upper Tollington Park, London 
N4Cn’eteiJVebb^^^^^^^^^^^ 

National 

Abortion 

Campaign 

Safe, freely available abortion is a funda¬ 
mental necessity for women’s liberation. 
Unless we have the basic right to control 
our own bodies we will not be able to 
choose how we run the rest of our lives. 

At present this right does not exist, either 
in law or in practice. Unsurprisingly the 
male-dominated medical profession has 
not bothered to find an adequate method 
of contraception for women, while un<Jer~ - 
the 1967 Abortion Act it is not up to a 
woman to decide whether or not to have a 
child; two doctors, usually men, have to 
give permission for a termination of preg¬ 
nancy. Even where this is given many 
women are unable to get abortions without 
paying for them: in 1975 only 49% of 
abortions were performed on the National 
Health Service; the other women were 
forced to go to the charitable agencies or 
to profiteering private clinics. Every year 
thousands of women are turned away by 
doctors, who believe they know best how 
women should live their lives and are forced 
to bear unwanted children. 

In the last few years even existing rights 
have been threatened, and the NAC was 
set up in February 1975 in response to 
one such attack — the James White 
Abortion Amendment Bill, which would 
have severely limited the already unsatis¬ 
factory 1967 Act. These moves show 
clearly the alarm felt by the establishment 
at the increasing self-confidence of women 
and the development of the women’s 
movement. Along with massive cuts in 
social services — health, education, 
nurseries etc., the attack on abortion 
rights is part of the move by the ruling, 
class to confine women to a domestic and 
maternal role within the patriarchal family. 

Since February 1975, the NAC has 
drawn thousands of women into the 
campaign and has won wide support from 
the women’s movement and other groups. 

It has organised a Tribunal on abortion 
rights and three large demonstrations, 
notably the massive one of June 21st 
1975, against attacks on the 1967 
Abortion Act, and for free abortion on 
demand,. Recently, however, there have • 
been criticisms from feminists within NAC 
that the campaign has been too defensive; 
it has watered down the primary import¬ 
ance of abortion in allowing women to 
control their own sexuality, emphasising 
instead less provocative issues like the 
dangers of back street abortions, the lack 
of nursery facilities or the freeing of 
women for work outside the home. Our 
opponents, like SPUC, have not ignored 
this issue, and behind their lamentations 
about the rights of the unborn child, lies 
their fear that abortion makes women 
‘promiscuous’ i.e. frees them from sexual 
domination by men. Since these criticisms, 
the right of women to control their 
sexuality, free from the fear of pregnancy, 
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has been emphasised more by many NAC 
groups. 

Though some activities of NAC have 
been defensive and reformist (necessarily 
so to some extent given that the threat 
has come from parliament); the response 
to these criticisms and the activities of 
local groups shows that many of the 
principles of the women’s movement have 
been influential in NAC. For many women 
the abortion issue has been the catalyst 
that has led to an involvement in the 
women’s movement for the first time; it 
has been a consciousness raising process 
and has led to a consideration of other 
areas of women’s oppression. 

NAC is now fighting a new threat in 
parliament: the Benyon Abortion Amend¬ 
ment Bill which, if passed, would destroy 
the charitable clinics which have filled 
many of the gaps in the National Health 
Service. Local NAC groups are busy invest¬ 
igating local facilities for abortion, 
petitioning, picketing hospitals, arranging 
public meetings and street theatre. A 
demonstration, 15,000 strong took place 
on May 14th and a week of action will 
take place June 18th—25th. If you would 
like to help fight for a woman’s right to 
choose when and whether she has children, 
and against control of women’s fertility 
by the male-dominated legal and medical 
professions, contact NAC (30, Camden 
Road, NW1 phone 01 485 4303) for the 
address of your local group 
□ Ann Hughes. 


London: April 23, police struggle to separate antifascists and fascists 


National Front March 


F.L.A.G 

At a meeting of the Federation of London 
Anarchist Groups (F.L.A.G.) on April 30th 
it was decided to start producing a 
monthly information bulletin, which will 
be circulated to all groups in London. 
Several people commented on the lack of 
contact between anarchists in London, and 
the bulletin is seen as one way of over¬ 
coming this. 

Anyone living in London who would 
like to receive the bulletin, contact South 
London Anarchists, c/o 3 Belmont Road, 
SW4. □ 


Bookshops 

# Blackthorn Books is a new libertarian 
bookshop which has just opened in 
Leicester. Besides a wide range of books, 
pamphlets and posters, there are also plans 
for a print workshop, meeting room and 
library for the use of local libertarian 
groups. It is hoped the shop will be self- 
supporting, but money is needed to help 
furnish the meeting room, provide shelves 
for the library and add to the silkscreen 
equipment. Cheques should be made 
payable to: Blackthorn Books, 74 High- 
cross St., Leicester. 

BNews from Nowhere, Liverpool’s radical 
bookshop has moved to vastly enlarged 
premises, with more posters, American 
imports, non-sexist kids’ books and 
political records. The shop provides a wide 
range of literature not available elsewhere 
in Liverpool - specialities being Women’s 
Liberation, Anarchism, Labour History, 
Spanish Civil War, over 500 pamphlets, 
etc. The shop also acts informally as an 
information centre for radical activities in 
the area. The move to new premises has 
cost in the region of £500, which can’t be 
found at the present turnover. So, all 
donations are welcomed, payable to ‘News 
from Nowhere’, 100 Whitechapel, 
Liverpool 1. 

# Rising Free has moved to new premises 
at 182 Upper Street, Islington, N1. The 
shop is run on a voluntary basis (no wages) 
and more people are needed to work 
there - perhaps 1 or 2 days a week, more 
if possible □ 


SummerCamp 


The International Libertarian camp will be 
held in Renaix, Belgium, from July 15 to 
August 15. The contact address is: Eric 
Sobrie, Zonnestraat 3, 9792 Wortegem- 
Petegem, Belgium. Last year’s International 
Libertarian camp took place in the south 
of France □ 


The National Front marched through 
North London on St. George’s Day (23 
April) and once again demonstrated that 
they can’t take their racialism into the 
streets without heavy protection. Every 
large-scale demonstration they’ve staged 
has been marked by violence, and they’ve 
always been outnumbered by opposition. 
On this occasion, a police presence in 
greater numbers than the Front them¬ 
selves was needed to allow them to march 

any safety. 

The 1,000 or so NF marchers chose to 
march northwards from Turnpike Lane 
instead of going south to Stoke Newington 
to confront its high immigrant population. 
The areas they did pass through, however, 
contain a considerable proportion of West 
Indian and Jewish residents and these 
people came out to show that they 
resented the Front’s presence on their 
streets. 

A much larger counter demonstration 
took place, despite a last-minute ban by 
the local authorities, and there was 
sporadic fighting at various points along 
the route. At one point, bright-orange 
smoke bombs burst among the Front’s 
already confused drummers (judging by 
their somewhat erratic rhythm) and eggs, 
fruit, flour and cans (ripped-off from 
shops) were thrown at the march 

The police constantly tried to stop 
people following the Front by blocking 
the way and using horses to force people 
into sidestreets. They also scattered a 
crowd by driving empty coaches through 
them at high speed. There were over 80 
arrests, but in the general confusion 


several of the “arrested” were snatched 
back from the police. 

The Front’s rally, at a school in a quiet 
residential area in Southgate, was effect¬ 
ively cut-off from the counter-demonst¬ 
ration by a massive and all too cleverly 
planned police operation which sealed-off 
the roads approaching the building 
□ Geoff Ingarfield. 


Criminal Trespass Law - trespassing will 
be made a criminal offence. This means 
that the State is openly and actively taking 
the side of the property owner against the 
interests of the propertyless, by directing 
its police force to intervene and arrest 
trespassers and the criminal courts to fine 
and imprison us. This procedure could take 
the time it takes to make a telephone call. 

At junction of Islington Park Street, 
Canonbury Lane, and Upper Street, con¬ 
fusion caused by halt in march letting 
traffic through. One demonstrator arrested 
Large part of demonstration decides to 
retrace its steps and march to police 
station to free man. Front of march is now 
back, and back is front. Group police 
form line blocking way to station, but are 
few retreat as we begin march up Upper 
Street. Great rush power goes through 
crowd. We’ve taken control of the street! 
We’re deciding what to do, even police 
can’t stop us. We feel unity’s strength. 

At police station are greeted by police 
reinforcements; thin blue line wedged 
evenly between us and police station. 
Street completely blocked. 

Now surrounded by lines police all 3 
sides. We face police station. Sun shines. 
Firemen next to station come out sit on 
walls/window sills — watching. 

Crowd smiles, flags wave, flutes whistle. 

We chant for prisoner’s release, for 
charges dropped, for squatted cells, for 
police strike - NOW. Negotiations being 
carried out. Megaphones say: move. We 
refuse. Above us, man in darkened room 
of police station takes photographs. 


C ACTL Demo 


Black flags, red and black banners, and 
A’s in circles were in abundance today at 
a protest against the Criminal Trespass 
Law. The march, organised by the Cam¬ 
paign Against The Criminal Trespass Law 
(CACTL) is made up of people who see 
the introduction of this law as a dangerous 
threat to Direct Action. 

Most of us spend most of our lives on 
other people’s property: supermarkets, 
factories, schools, cafes, social security 
offices, buses, trains, even our homes are 
often legally not “ours” — lodgers, 
squatters, licensees etc. Usually we have 
permission to be in these places, but that 
permission can be ended verbally by the 
owner at any time. Once that happens we 
become a trespasser. For over 600 years 
now, trespassing has been a civil matter 
which has meant that the property owner 
has had to seek the support of courts 
before taking any action against the tres¬ 
passer. This procedure has usually taken 
months. Now with the threat of the 


Disappears. Crowd shouts. On steps of 
police station organisers of march speak. 
Can’t hear. Ask everyone for quiet. Quiet. 
Man with camera appears again, now on 
roof of police station, casually walks 
around Pauses to aim camera downwards 
.kc photograph. Sonirtmc-prm—--- 


Crowd - as one - notices, jeers loudly: 
"Jump!” Regular beat of drum echoes 
speeded up beat of our hearts. 

Theatre of the streets. We begin to get 
intoxicated with pleasure of freedom, jokes 
/witty exchanges course through crowded 
street reflecting joy people feel this new 
situation. "If there’ll ever be a revolution; 
then this’ll be what it’s like” says one. 

Suddenly doors police station open out 
down steps come policemen, negotiators, 
orginal protester — beaming, one arm 
extended, with clenched fist. Crowd yells 
approval /del ight; smiling loudly. We won! 
say some, as we march off — back to 
normality - to the original venue, late 
□ Pete Brawne. 
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Feminism 


Df all oppression the most fundamental is 
hat of patriarchy, the domination of men 
jver women. This domination expresses itself 
:verywhere. As women we are sex-role typed 
: rom birth into a subordinate social position. 
Me are taught passivity and domesticity - 
inything that will crush our real selves and 
turn us into wives and mothers. We are 
Drought up to meet and marry Mr.Right, 
nave his family and live happily ever after. 
This nuclear family is the economic basis for 
capitalism. Each isolated family having its 
individual house, car, hoover, mixer, tele¬ 
vision, adds up to create the false 
consumption of superfluous commodities. 
The nuclear family doubles capitalism’s 
main means of socialisation We come 
to internalise the concept of property, not 
only commodities, but also children. We 
learn to accept the sexual division of labour 
where women cook and clean but men ‘go 
to work’. Within this family women are the 
sexual property of men, and as such are 
subject to the exercise of absolute power to 
the level of physical violence and rape. 
Because society denies women economic 
independence, women cannot readily escape 
this situation. When women do work outside 
of the home, our earnings are generally less 
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than men’s which makes it impossible for 
most women to support a family on our 
own. At the same time as the family serves 
as a refuge in which all otherwise outlawed 
emotion and affection is invested and 
isolated, its institutionalised roles grimly 
mirror the basic power structure of society: 
the man as master, the wife as servant and 
the children as property. Everywhere, too, 
the idea is advanced of women as sexual 
objects: draped over cars in motor shows, 
stripping in films, selling aftershave on 
television . . . everywhere women are 
objects of property, show pieces, status 
symbols, rather than people in our own 


right. Even on becoming involved in left 
groups we are frequently reacted to as 
potential sex rather than potential activists 
and friends. These are the reasons why we 
are fighting as women. Feminism is women 
joining together in a shared consciousness of 
our oppression to struggle against the male 
dominated capitalist society that thrives on 
our exploitation. To be a feminist is to be a 
revolutionary, because to live freely 
necessitates revolution. Feminism, in fighting 
against patriarchy means fighting all 
hierarchy, all leadership, all governments and 
the very idea of authority itself. It sees 
politics as not only being out there but 
in our minds and relationships too. There 
will be no revolution without women’s 


liberation. There will be no women’s 
liberation without revolution.' 

Anarchism 

We live out our lives subject to the triple 
reign of patriarchy, capital and state. This 
sexual, economic and political subjugation, 
which we experience at every moment has at 
its heart a common principle: authority. 

That is, the illegitimate exercise of power and 
our obedience to it. Every form of relation¬ 
ship of twentieth century society is charact¬ 
erised by this prevailing pattern of 
domination and submission. Living is reduced 
to alienation, activity to consumption, 
thought to contemplation. Everywhere one 
thing is demanded of us above all else; our 
submission. Everywhere we are conditioned 
to fear free expression, and obey. Anarchism 
is the construction of a free society in the 
-face of this. Anarchism is the creation of a 
society where people have taken over the 
organisation and determination of their own 
lives. Anarchism is the rejection of all 
hierarchical and dominating forms of 
relationship and their replacement by 
cooperative forms and collective organisatior 
Contrary to common misconception, 
anarchism does not reject, but is about 
organisation. Anarchism is simultaneously 
both a critique of authoritarian forms of 
organisation which foster manipulation and 
passivity, and a theory of free organisation. 
Forms which are organised from below 
rather than above, from within rather than 
without. The basis of such organisation is th 
autonomous group formed on the basis of 
common locality (collective), activity 
(affinity group) or trade (syndicate). These 
groups federate with each other to form 




















luieres Libras (frae women) 

^ . ... _fominict nraanisations are in Mujeres Libres is an autonomous liber- subj< 


tide below has been translated from 
bruary issue of the national paper of 
N.T., printed in Madrid. 

has been said about the alienation to 
human beings are subject in this 
y, due basically to the fact of having 
iergo unpleasant mechanical labour 
inhibits the processes of our self- 
nent. We have to go back much 
r into history to find the origin of 
;her kind of alienation which 
s women and men in the same way 
perates negatively on collective 
tion, unbalancing the whole of 
:y : the sheer differentiation between 
linity and masculinity. 
iat is characteristic of the human 
nality is its mixed composition; men 
„omen both possess feminine and 
uline elements to a greater or lesser 
:e, sex being the one essential differ- 
Our civilisation however, has 
sed completely defined roles on us 
he man has to emphasise virile attri- 
; and give up every trait characterised 
minine; the woman, by contrast, has 
jppress’ her masculine components 
ulfil in her personality only what is 
icterised as feminine. To conscious- 
of our social exploitation we have to 
and stress the importance of, our 
ciousness of the psychic exploitation 
hich society subjects us. 
he movements for women s liberation 
arisen precisely on the basis of this 
•ction; and the reasons why the artic- 
ion of the problem occurred in the 
inine camp first are obvious: the 
mal" discrimination existing in all 
s of society between the rights of 
nen and those of men. Nevertheless, it 
,t be said in this connection that the 
erences of emphasis, aims and methods 


of the various feminist organisations arc ii. 
some cases radical. Ultimately, these groups 
are no more than a reflection of those 
existing generally in society, and their 
tactics for struggle and perspectives for 
change are a function of the ideologies 
around which they have formed. Within 



the feminist movement, there is a group - 
MUjERES LIBRES-(Free Women) 
which in its ideological, organisational and 
functional characteristics differs enorm¬ 
ously from the others. 


Mujeres Libres is an autonomous liber 
tarian organisation. It originated in 1936 
and developed its activities until 1939 as 
a grouping dedicated to the task of 
promoting the emancipation of women in 
the framework of the general struggle to 
attain an anarchist society — a society 
“where women and men will be able to 
live as PEOPLE in perfect equality of 
rights and obligation’. At present it is in 
the process of creating a federal structure 
on the peninsular level. 

Mujeres Libres defines itself as anti¬ 
authoritarian, socialist and autonomous. 
They understand that their emancipation 
will not be real “as long as that of society 
as a whole has not been achieved, but we 
believe that in the meantime our struggle 
should focus on the following aspects: 
FORMATION: Creating a conscious and 
responsible feminist force, making all 
women aware of our present alienation in 
the perfectly assumed role of obvious 
dependence on men and of the social 
customs which determine an unjust class 
society. The right of women to enjoy and 
do what she wants with her own body also 
implies 'full sexual information, free use 
and wide dissemination of contraception 
and free abortion”. M.L. propose to 
combine the process of formation with 
I that of information, “setting up lecture 
tours, schools, special courses, reviews etc., 
tending to foster women’s abilities and 
emancipate them from the triple slavery 
to which they have been and still are 


subjected: the slavery of ignorance, 
slavery as women, and slavery as 
producers”. 

WORK: Struggling against the economic 
and social inequality of women, as the 
primary cause of the sexual problems of 
which we are the victims”. The group arc 
opposed to wage labour and capital, ‘but 
Mujeres Libres was the first organisation 
to demand equal pay for equal work as a 
means of denouncing capitalist injustice 
and exploitation of women. 
LEGISLATION: “Modifying the socio- 
legal, labour, educational and human- 
relationships norm, this being just one way 
of moving towards our objective: changing 
peoples’ approach, behaviour, habits and 
customs, social forms, standards and 
beliefs regarding women and men.’ 
POLITICS: “Eliminating all types of 
leaders - political, cultural, economic etc., 
even if they are women, considering that 
hierarchy has never been a means of 
emancipating the individual, male as well 
as female.” In relation to the political 
parties they think that “any women’s 
section of a party, or any feminist move¬ 
ment whose leaders are party figures, is 
condemned to serve the interests of that 
party before those of the women for 
whom they claim to be struggling. For this 
reason we do not accept any kind of 
direction or manipulation on their part, 
nor any kind of compromise with them, 
Continued page 10, column 4 
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:asingly comprehensive networks without 
g their autonomy. Such organisation is 
ntralised and non hierarchic, being based 
ie equality of a network and not the 
ualities of a pyramid, 
he consequence of recognising that 
nd patriarchy, capital and the state lies 
same authority principle, the power/ 
nission relationship, is the conclusion 
sexual-social revolution will not exist as 
I as authority persists in any form. It 
jws that authority cannot be destroyed 
my movement which is in itself based on 
lority. That patriarchal, capital, and state 
'er can never be overthrown by 
misations that are themselves hierarchical 
authoritarian. Instead revolutionary 
inisation must mirror the organisation of 
future. 

Both anarchists and Marxists believe in the 
ne ultimate society, free communism. But 
s the anarchist insistence that there is an 
imate connection between organising to 
lieve a free future and the way that future 
-iety is organised that characterises the 
int of divergence of the left. Whereas many 
:ialists call for the seizure of power to 
-m a working class government, anarchists 
lieve in the dissolution of power, because 
lerever the state exists, that existence is 
e of self perpetuating oppression. History 
ows that unless power-ft itself destroyed it 
merely transferred to a new group, and 
thentic revolution becomes political 

volution: Russia, China, Cuba.For 

archists the means is the end not only 
:cause wherever means and end are divorced 
e end becomes diverted, but because for 
larchists revolution is a continuous process 
which the terms'means’and ’end' lose their 
parate meaning. Revolution has no finite 
winnings other than in every moment of 
storv where rebellion has taken the place 


will change and develop inexorably 
according to its own dynamic. Because the 
means of revolution is revolution, revolu¬ 
tionary activity consists of realising revolu¬ 
tionary society now. This is the basis of the 
anarchist insistence on living a revolutionary 
lifestyle, and direct action, that is,self- 
managed struggle. 

Anarca-feminism 

“Feminism practices what anarchism 
preaches. One might go as far as to claim 
feminists are the only existing protest groups 
that can honestly be called practising 
anarchists” Lynne Farrow. Feminism as 
Anarchism. . . 

The revolutionary feminist perspective is 
essentially anarchist. Not only because 
revolutionary socialism is implicit in 
revolutionary feminism but because 
feminism is anarchist in both its theory and 
its practice. In its rejection of authority, 
hierarchy and leadership, feminism follows 
anarchist theory. Nevertheless it is at this 
point that feminism transcends anarchism 
jecause feminism shows authority, 
hierarchy and leadership for what they 
really are, structures of male power. 

But it is in organisation and action that 
women have spontaneously come closest to 
anarchism. “All across the country 
independent groups of women began 
functioning without the structure, leaders 
and other factotums of the male left, 
creating independently and simultaneously, 
organisations similar to those of anarchists 
of many decades and locales. No accident 
either” (Cathy Levine. The Tyranny of 
Tyranny.) The emphasis on the small group 
as the basic organisational unit, coming 
together in a federal way for campaigns and 
conferences, the belief that decisions should 
be collective, the commitment to direct 
action, the concentration on the way we live 
our evervdav lives, the need for groups to 


all examples of the degree to which women 
have of their own accord arrived at an 
anarchist position. “Feminism has been 
since its inception unconsciously anarchist 
We now need to be consciously aware of the 

connections between feminism and 

anarchism”. (Peggy Kornegger. Anarchism 
the Feminist Connection). Anarca- 
Feminism is about becoming consciously 
aware, expressing, and realising our 
anarchism within the women’s movement. 
Anarca-feminism consists in recognising the 
anarchism of feminism and consciously 
developing it. 


In spite of the fact that anarchists have in 
the past stressed the central importance of 
sexual politics, anarchist men remain little 
better than men elsewhere in their oppression 
of women. Confronted with Feminism the 
Marxist left have, for the most part, 
responded by seeking to account for women 
oppression through an extension of Marxist 
analysis, Reproduction is seen as a form ot 
production, defining women’s oppression 
n terms of a traditional class analysis. In 
this way Feminism is co-opted to the class 
struggle. In fact women’s oppression cuts 
across class. In this subordination of feminism 
Marxism discloses its theoretical limitations 
and fundamental incompatibility with 
feminism. On the other hand feminism and 
anarchism are theoretical counterparts. Being 
a theory based on selfmanagement and 
direct action,anarchism has no motive to 
subsume feminism and respects and supports 
the autonomy of the women's movement.But 
while theoretically feminism can be seen as 
an extension of anarchism, practically 
anarchist consciousness of feminism is way 
behind that of the left as a who e. The 
contradiction is a double one. Not only have 
anarchists largely failed to recognise the 
anarchism going on all around them, revolu¬ 
tionary feminism, but the anarchist move¬ 
ment remains resiliently sexist and male 
dominated. Even simple fundamentals such 
as organising creches, sitting back at 
meetings and allowing women to come 
forward, confronting sexism in language and 


to attend meetings are not observed in any 
serious way by the majority of anarchist 
men. How has this contradiction come 
about? In two critical respects the answer 
seems to lie in the extent to which 
anarchists have been able to justify their 
sexism by misinterpreting their own theory, 
rather than come to terms with it. While 
anarchism, being generalised has indisput¬ 
ably always been about the liberation of 
people anarchism is not feminist. Neverthe- 
ess the attitude that the implications of 
women’s liberation can be ignored because 
anarchism is people’s liberation is prevalent. 
The second way by which anarchist men have 
ideologically reinforced their own sexism 
consists in confusing political assertion with 
masculine assertiveness. The justification of 
sexist behaviour in terms of anarchist 
individuality and even the support of anti¬ 
feminist articles on the basis of free speech 
are familiar. 


Anarchist practice contradicts its own 
theory by not being actively feminist. 
Anarchism must recognise in feminism a 
radical extension of its own politic, beyond 
its critique of capital and state to include 
patriarchal oppression, and must base all 
future practice on this recognition. 

We want nothing less than complete freedom 
— sexual-social revolution. The creative 
destruction of the triple domination of 
patriarchy. State and capital, As of this 
minute anarchism has no choice but to 
become consciously and actively feminist-just 
as anarca-feminism consists in consciously 
anarchist feminism - or cease to exist. “What 
we ask is nothing less than total 
revolution, revolution whose forms invent 
a future untainted by inequality, 
domination or disrespect for individual 
variation - in short, feminist-anarchist 
revolution. I believe that women have known 
all along how to move in the direction of 
human liberation; we only need to shake 
off lingering male political forms and . 
dictums and focus on our own anarchistic 
female analysis.” (Peggy Kornegger 
Anarchism the Feminist Connection) 


Women! Your family is the obstacle to your Freedom, poster 
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“the emancipation of the 
workers is the affair of the 
workers themselves” 


CNT Militants Interview 


l 


A few months ago the Belgian Agence 
Presse Liberation (APLB) interviewed two 
National Confederation of Labour (CNT) 
militants, Rafael and Emmanuel, in Madrid. 

APLB: The CNT, founded in 1910, was 
severely repressed at the end of the civil 
.var and we stopped hearing about it. How 
has it re-emerged and what are its present 
roots? 

Rafael: The CNT is in fact one of the 
organisations which received the harshest 
repression, so that many Spaniards, as well 
as international public opinion, believed it 
to have disappeared. For example it is 
estimated that 19 national committees 
disappeared inside Franco’s prisons. But in 
fact the CNT never ceased to have an active 
presence among workers. Finally, over the 
last ten years it has carried out a process of 
reconstruction on bases which go beyond 
the differences of opinion which appeared 
in exile over the different courses of action 
adopted during the civil war. It is only 4 or 
5 years since the CNT reorganised. Today, 
above all, it is represented by militant 
workers and young people from almost 
every trade and every corner of Spain. I 
can’t remember the exact number of 
regional groups there are at the moment, 
but the CNT is present in worker’s and 
peasant’s cells in the local areas, and even 
villages, of Valencia, the Central Region, 
the Asturias, Galacia, Euskadi, Andalusia, 
Catalonia and Barcelona. The first full 
assembly of regional groups will be held 
very soon. 

Emmanuel: I should like to point out how 
the characterisjics^ftf the histor icjoo ts of 

iKc Cnt a'^rope: 
together with the central region, the two 
present regional groups which are strongest 
are Catalonia and Valencia. 

Rafael: Yes, Barcelona is a good example 
of the CNT’s re-emergence. Over the last 
few months of struggle the Catalonian 
CNT now numbers several thousand people 
throughout the whole area, including the 
smallest villages. What is occurring now is 
not unlike the ending of de Rivera's 
dictatorship (1923—1930) when the CNT, 
after a long period underground, which led 
to belief in its disappearance, became in 
two years the most important central 
union in the country. This is partly because 
it has existed for so long and partly 
because people are increasingly taking to 
self-management and direct action as they 
lose their illusions about party politics and 
political groups who are workers for their 
own political ends. 

APLB: What are the key ideas of the CNT? 
Rafael: Direct action, Federalism, anti- 
parliamcntarianism and ’anti-politicism’. 
Direct action is the application of the idea 
of the First International, that ’the 
emancipation of the workers is the affair - 
of the workers themselves’, no more, no 
less. In the factories, in the fields, and 
wherever they live, workers must look for 
the solutions to their problems without 
intermediaries of any sort, neither political 
nor bureaucratic. Difficulties can only be 
resolved by those who directly experience 
them. As soon as there is an intermediary 
between a worker and his or her problem 
the solution is prevented. Federalism we 
understand as the decentralisation and co¬ 
ordination of the capabilities of different 
regions, with complete equality. Anti- 
parliamentarianism is itself a practical con¬ 
sequence of direct action which goes 
against all politics which consist in giving 
< eself new monsteis, whether they call 
th. mselves ministers, councillors, rulers or 
li aders For in tact the vote resolves 
noshing To vote is to name people 
s io.ed from oui leality to resolve our 
l oblems for us for fixed periods of time. 
\nd then we are surprised as these people 
that we choose become our lords and 
masters, benefit themselves, organise our 
environment, our health, our work 


situations, and our wages as they see fit 
and even, in certain cases, executing class 
comrades. It is equally necessary to see 
‘anti-politicism’ as a logical development 
of these principles. You don’t have to see 
in it a refusal of politics itself. The CNT is 
not apolitical, it merely rejects politics in 
its classical sense. We defend POLITICS 
spelt in capitals, which consists not of 
having new masters but acting directly. 
Emmanuel: I must add to these basic ideas 
the ethic which all revolutionary struggle 
must have and which has been central to 
CNT practice both in the past and now: 
that of making no distinction between 
aims and forms of struggle. To apply on 
every occasion, and as far as possible, 
guidelines consistent with the objectives 
for which one is struggling. 


Rafael: We do not make, in practice, any 
distinction between before and after the 
revolution. For if the revolution is not to 
come as from now, it will never happen. 
Thus Federalism is both a fundamental 
aim of the CNT and part of its day to day 
working. The worker, the core of the 
organisation is federated naturally in a 
trade union and the local federation. The 
latter form area federations, and in turn 
regional and inter-regional federations 
leading ultimately to a revolutionary union 
on an international scale, since the CNT 
does not recognise frontiers imposed by 
states. Federalism is organised in such a 
way that activity at the lowest level (fc 
want of a better word), which is at ail 
times autonomous in ail that concerns it, 
cannot be controlled from above. All 
agreements are made from below upwards. 
Bureaucracy is equally absent from federal 
organisation. There are no ‘professionals’, 
no permanent salaries, only militants 
elected by the whole organisation for 
purposes of coordination, who successively 
replace each other, and after limited ; 
periods of time return to their local unions, 
from which they were never really 
detached anyway. Direct action and self¬ 
management arc equally elements of the 
way in which the CNT functions and of 
what it proposes unceasingly in the 
struggle against Capital and the State. The 
assembly is the sovereign organ in the 
taking of decisions and of the conduct of 
the struggle at each moment. 

APLB: How then do you see the future 
organisation of society? 

Rafael: The organisation of future society 
will be an expression of direct action, 
federalism and decentralisation character¬ 
ised by the absence of leaders, of authority 
and the state. These ideas will realise them¬ 
selves throughout all areas of human 
activity, through federations of industrial 
collectives, and moreover through feder¬ 
ations of the communes of each district. 
Emmanuel: The CNT does not conceive 
of future society conforming to a set of 
exact conditions. The future builds itself 
continuously. You cannot call this society 
which we pursue utopian for this aim also 
results from its historic realisation: the 
society brought about by libertarian 
collectives in Spain between 1937 and 
1939. 

APLB: Then you more or less reject the 
distinction between short term and long 
term, or does it still exist in specific 
circumstances, at least from the point of 
view of strategy. 

Rafael: We do not attach much import¬ 
ance to strategy and tactics. In already 
living the ideas of the CNT, we are already 
building the society of tomorrow. Thus 
we do not determine, like other organis¬ 
ations, what is suitable for today and what 
is unsuitable, or needs to be postponed. 


APLB: To come back to the present, how 
does the CNT see the break with the 
current regime coming about? 

Rafael: The term “break with the system”, 
use of which is widespread among the 
regime’s opponents at the moment seems 
to us misused, in so far as it suggests that 
they have no part in the system. Whereas 
in fact, the organisations that use the term 
most readily have, at given moments, been 
most involved with the system. The CNT 
does not have to break with anything for 
it has never participated. 

APLB: The CNT does not involve itself 
in a united trade union front. What is your 
opinion of-unity? How is it achieved in 
your view? 

Rafael: The CNT certainly wants unity- 
among workers, but also knows that it is 
not something that can be achieved just 
like that. The attainment of effective and 
authentic working class unity is dependant 
on passing through a period of clarific¬ 
ation of all political and trade union 
positions, both majority and minority, 
current in the area of labour. Freedom is 
therefore a prerequisite. Unlike other 


organisations, the CNT does not set out to 
pre-empt this situation. We have often 
agitated against the danger of using fascism 
to artificially unite worker’s groups. This 
time is over and it is necessary to begin a 
period of clarification so that workers can 
choose from full knowledge of the altern¬ 
ative proposals. In any event the demand 
that workers integrate themselves into a 
single union regardless of its aims is unreal- 
istic.That would be to try and create a 
new type of hierarchic, vertical union 
similar to those we are about to make 
disappear. 

APLB: What are the CNT’s plans for the 
coming months? 

Rafael: We will certainly take every advan¬ 
tage of the liberalisation of the regime to 
organise, because we are fighting while 
Spanish workers do not have freedom, are 
exploited, and lose their lives in subhuman 
working conditions. But we do not have a 
strategy to show because strategies seem to 
us things which come out of planning 
cabinets for struggle in accordance with 
political interests. Our plans will be estab¬ 
lished from daily practise in accordance " 
with our ideasO APLB. Translation Pat 
Melville. 


May Days in Ulster 


‘Liberty, to the political republican, is an 
empty word, it is the liberty of a willing 
slave, a devoted victim of the state. Being 
always ready to sacrifice the liberty of 
others. Political republicanism, therefore 
necessarily leads to despotism.” 

- Bakunin 1867 

Ireland is the breeding ground for 
republicanism: from reactionary Catholic 
nationalists to equally reactionary Prot¬ 
estant loyalists each wanting to create a 
strong and unified State, though differing 
as to size (32 counties or just 6) and to 
ideological content. What do anarchists 
make of it all? Clearly confusion abounds, 
with some justifying and supporting the 
latest government puppet — the Peace 
People, whilst others confuse paramilitary 
violence with fighting for freedom. Such 
confusion however, is excusable given the 
media coverage of the problems facing 
Ireland, the press and television have a 
long history of merely repeating what the 
government representatives say, and with 
hard-man Mason as the new secretary of 
State, the “official” version of events is 
composed almost entirely of army press 
hand-outs. 

How then are we to see the ‘struggle’ 
and in particular the military struggle of 
the provisional I.R.A. The Provo’s 
activities are based on one simple dictum - 
“Brits Out!” - This ultimate aim justifies 
their means -‘Active Serv : ce Units" in 
Biitain, daily bombing “economic targets”, 
assassinations ot “traitors to Ireland” 
However, such militaristic purity is some¬ 
what blurred in practice — widespread 
bombing has led to countless blunders and 
senseless killings. The continuing saga of 
sectarian murders are often the result of 
private vendettas. Frequently, the real 
reason for the selection of an “economic 
target” is the failure of certain businesses 
to pay their protection money. 

The ultimate aim is a British withdrawal 
- militarily, politically and economically 
. . . but to be replaced with what? The 
political alternative the Provos offer is 
Eire Nua, simple-minded, two-word 
republicanism — Nationalism and National¬ 
isation. This nationalism is frequently 
confused with “anti-imperialism”.. . that 
it’s only British capital which is capable 
of being exploitative and oppressive! The 
nationalisation is not intended to be 
extensive, and does not include Irish 
capitalism. (Irish exploiters and oppressors 
are acceptable.) In fact, the Provisionals 
have adopted this ‘acceptable face of 
capitalism’ themselves with the accumu¬ 
lation of capital in the shape of hotels, 
shops etc. They see no contradiction in 
this - even to the extent of forcing local 
fruit and vegetable stall-holders to close, 
so as not to hinder the profits of their 
own shops. Such is the theory and practice 
of the militant republicanism of the 
Provisional I.R.A. Is it an acceptable 
alternative to British government rule? 

Acceptable or not, the role of the 
British government must go. They have 
shown their true nature (and that of all 


governments) in their treatment of the 
Irish people by the "uniformed custodians 
of law and order”. Torture, contrary to 
any paper-guarantees by Silkin, is a daily 
practice at Castlereagh Barracks, Belfast. 
Every time detection statistics rise, it can 
be taken for granted that the level of 
torture has too; the more torture, the 
more people are “convicted on the 
evidence of their own statements” (army 
rhetoric for a torture-induced confession 
and a savage prison sentence.) The laws 
and courts are in complete agreement 
with such tactics; the means to attain 
“order” is quickly enshrined into a 
protective “law” As an example of this, 
the “security (!) forces ” have the right to 
detain'iTTd question people for two days, 
which can in special cases be extended to 
seven — in reality two days is seldom 
sufficient for the army or the R.U.C. to 
‘break’ the innocent, and if they don’t 
crack .within seven it can be safely 
assumed that they won’t crack it at all. 

Uearly the Irish ‘left’, the Provos, and 
sections of the British left, particularly 
the Troops Out Movement (TOM) have a' 
valid point when they campaign, in their 
diverse styles, for “Brits Out”. What will 
replace them is not so clear-cut: the left, 
predictably enough, see the vanguard party 
as the saviour of the oppressed people, the 
Provos’strategy, outlined above, will 
change the nationality of oppression, but 
they have no desire to abolish it; whilst 
the T.O.M. , in campaigning for national 
self-determination, merely seeks to 
perpetuate the myth that all the enemies 
of the working people of Ireland live out¬ 
side set geographical borders. Therefore: 
control by a marxist/nationalist party . . . 
an enlarged (and MORE effective) govern¬ 
ment, 32 counties instead of 6 . . . 
national self-determination which would 
mean a division of the spoils of exploit¬ 
ation amongst the strongest claimants. Are 
these the only alternatives to the present 
military statism? 

fhe anti-Brit elements have committed 
a major error — they see everything in 
terms of economics. The Provos, with their 
confused socialism ultimately subordinated 
to nationalism, believe that the attack on 
economic targets will eventually drive the 
evil British capitalists out, hence the need 
to continue the military struggle. Other 
parties of the left believe that it is imperial¬ 
istic capital which keeps the British here, 
hence the need to build the vanguard 
party to defeat imperialism. However, the 
truth of the matter is that the BRITS DO 
WANT OUT — the State has never made a 
net financial gain in twentieth century 
Ireland, and capital is best employed where 
owners and controllers are not shot, and 
factories destroyed. Why then don’t they 
withdraw? They surely don’t give a damn 
about the possibility of a right-wing 
loyalist take-over, as any government has 
yet to show a real humanitarian interest 
in the lives of its “subjects”. One reason is 
that the army hierarchy is quite content 
with the invaluable training for its raw 
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Marie Louise Berneri was the first 
anarchist I ever met. The first 
convinced, dedicated, working-for- 
— j the-movement anarchist, I mean, 
or she it was who opened the door when 
rang the bell of the Freedom Press office 
ne day in 1943, when I set out to 
iscover what anarchism was and who the 
narchists were. 

The anarchist movement turned out to 
e the place for me, but by no stretch of 
ie imagination could I ever pretend that 
II anarchists were like Marie Louise 
erneri. She was quite exceptional - as a 
-iend, as a comrade, as a militant revolu- 

onary and as a thinker. 

When I first met her she was 25, and 
ad already been affected by revolutionary 
ctivity for about 20 of those years. Her 
tther was Camillo Berneri, a brilliant 
narchist writer and a leading theoretician 
f the Italian anarchist movement. He was 
so an activist, and so subject to continual 
ttacks by Mussolini’s fascists that 
t/entually he, his wife Giovanna and two 
aughters Marie Louise and Giliane, went 
ito exile in France. 

en years later Camillo Berneri left for 
pain, first to fight on the Aragon front 
rid then to edit the paper Guerra di Classe 
i Barcelona. During this time Marie Louise 
lade several ‘journeys of confidence’ to 
iarcelona, on behalf of the comrades in 
aris, and was able to see at first hand the 
chievements of the anarchist Spanish 
workers, an inspiration which was to stray 
zith her forever, even after the brutal 
nurder of her father by Communists 
luring the May days of 1937. 

Towards the end of 1937 she came to 
.ondon to live with her friend Vero 
Richards, himself the son of an Italian 


anarchist long exiled in London. In 1936, 

when the Spanish Revolution began, no 
anarchist paper was appearing regularly in 
Britain until Vero Richards began Spain 
and the World - probably the most 
influential anarchist paper ever to appear 
here. Marie Louise was heavily involved in 
working for the paper, rapidly learning 
English to add to her native Italian and 
acquired French and Spanish. 

Franco’s military victory in 1939, 
brought some special problems - not 
least the sudden appearance in London ot 
some 160 Spanish refugees who had 
managed to escape at the last moment, in 
need of food, clothing, accommodation 
and support in every way. Marie Louise 
threw herself into this very special task of 
drumming up help for these weary and 
dispirited comrades, one of whom, Manuel 
Solgado, was to write later ‘We were 
morally and physically destroyed Within 
a few days a comrade came to take us to 
the Freedom Press premises, and it was 
there I first saw Marie Louise, who 
received us with unbounded happiness. 
From the very beginning she was at our 
disposal and moved heaven and earth so 
that those of us still at the Salvation Army 
hostel could leave that place. All her 
interest was centred on our explaining in 
detail the ins and outs of our struggle. 
There was one episode about which she 
asked no questions and about which all ot 
us, without previous arrangement among 
ourselves, kept silent. I refer to the 
incidents in May 1937, which were 
provoked by the Communists and during 
which the lackeys of Moscow assassinated 
her father, the dear comrade Camillo 
Berneri. We knew how painful it would be 
for her to speak of this period and we 
always avoided it, and she appreciated our 
silence.’ 


.The end of the Spanish War 
►brought an end to Spain and the 
World, but that same year the 
' Germans invaded Poland and 
World War II began. In November 1939 
War Commentary was launched, and once 
again Marie Louise and Vero Richards were 
at the centre of publishing an anarchist 
paper. The clarity and force of th 


anarchist position against the war quickly 
brought support from many anti-war 
individuals who recognised that there was 
no point in opposing the economic system 
which engendered it — capitalism — and 
the institution which organised it - the 
state. In 1940 Marie Louise organised a 
series of lecture-discussions on Spain which 
strengthened this trend by emphasising^ 
the constructive aspects of anarchism a^ 
demonstrated by the Spanish collectives 
and the anarcho-syndicalist alternatives to 
trades unions. 

In 1944 I was invited to join the 

Anarchist Federation, which at that time 
was a closed shop for obvious-reasons. But 
once in things moved very fast, and within 
a year Marie Louise, Vero Richards, John 
Hewetson and myself found ourselves in 
the Dock at the Old Bailey on charges of 
conspiring to disaffect the Forces - 
offences which carried penalties of up to 
14 years gaol. 

That trial is another story, too long to 
elaborate here. Suffice to say that Marie 
Louise, much to her disgust, was released 
on the second day on a purely technical 
point. For the anarchist movement this 
was of great importance, for she was able, 
with co-editor George Woodcock and 
other comrades, to continue publishing 
War Commentary, which did. not miss an 
issue while we were in prison, (we were 
lucky to get light sentences of 9 months). 
The war was over and we came out to 
find comrades working hard to build a 
movement in the changed circumstances 
of ‘peace’ time. The paper changed its 
name to Freedom, and expanded to a 
newspaper sized fortnightly. From 1946, 
a series of Freedom was produced which 
was in the opinion of many anarchists, 
of a higher standard than ever before or 
since. It lasted three years. On 13 April 
1949, Marie Louise Berneri died suddenly 
of pneumonia. She was 31. Shock ran 
around the anarchist world. Hundreds of 
letters poured in from stunned comrades 
everywhere, and dozens of notices 
appeared in anarchist and socialist 
journals. She had corresponded in four 
languages with journals, organisations f 
individuals with equal concern and 
encouragement. She would answer simple 


Marie Louise 

BERNERI 


questions with as much feeling as she 

would enter into an involved polemic. 

For all her brilliance in every way I 
never heard her put anybody down or 
make them feel small. She was a true 
egalitarian, a true anarchist. Personality 
cults are an anathema to anarchism. Never¬ 
theless it’s not difficult to see that it’s the 
presence or absence of personalities which 
makes the difference as to whether or not 
we have a dynamic group, an effective 
paper, or a growing movement: Marie 
Louise’s personality was the inspiration of 
the wartime generation of anarchists in 
Britain. 

Marie Louise realised as a propagandist 
that to get ideas across you have to make 
them relevant to those you are addressing. 

As we shall see, she could speak with the 
authority of an intellectual, but what at 
all times illuminated her approach was an 
identification with those she was either 
addressing or speaking about, and when 
she was deeply moved to anger or 
compassion she could write with grc?t 

Her own and her family’s history 
>gave her good cause to hate the 
Fascist regime in Italy, but she got 
no satisfaction out of the fearful 
bombing of Italian towns by thcf R.A.F. 
and the U.S. Airforces during 1943. 

“Hamburg, Milan, Genoa, Turin are 
covered in ruins, their streets heaped with 
bodies and flowing with blood . . . The 
Press boasts of the RAF’s power to carry 
such destruction to all the cities of 
Germany and Central Europe. It screamed 
with indignation when the Germans 
bombed churches and hospitals, but when 
the smell of carnage goes up from 
beautiful and populated towns they find 
words of rejoicing. When the water mains 
were hit in Milan and the centre of the 
city flooded, they find it a subject for a 
joke. ‘Lake Milan’ the clever journalist 
calls it. What does it matter to him if ‘the 
water is flowing between the ruins and the 
debris of bombed buildings, and people 
living in the district were forced to remain 
in the wreckage of their homes for four 
days until the water subsided and they 
could get out. . .’ ‘Lake Milan’ is indeed 

• j ,.kp Rut while Ui c journalist 

■cmtcKie in the Fleef Street pubs*fie 

hospitals and rescue squads are working 
day and night to try and palliate some of 
the pain and disfigurement, the hunger 
and exposure of the victims.” 

Similarly she had every reason to hate 
the Communists who had killed her father 
and sabotaged the social revolution in 
Spain no less than in Russia itself, but her 
contempt for the rulers of the Kremlin 
never let her forget that their first victims 
were the Russian people themselves. 

In 1944 she produced 'Workers in 
Stalin’s Russia’, a well researched and 
damning account of the appalling 
conditions under which the vast majority 


If We cannot build until the working class gets rid of its 
illusions its acceptance of bosses and faith in leaders. Our 
policy consists in educating it in stimulating its class 
instinct and teaching methods of struggle. It is a hard and 

Iona task but . ourway of refusing to attempt the futile tas 

of patching up a rotten world, but of striving to build a new 
one is nofonly constructive but is also the only way* 

Marie Louise Berneri December 


Sneaking at a factory gate meeting in Glasgow 1945 
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With a group of Spanish refugees in Chorley 1945. 


of workers in Stalin’s empire toiled, 

suffered and died. This was written 
ten years before Khrushchev was to 
denounce him. However, while 
Khrushchev complained about Stalin’s 
treatment of his fellow Bolsheviks, she 
exposed the true nature of the inequality 
between, say, the Red Army officer class 
and the private soldiers, the official black 
mr.rket, the party control of the unions, 
the hated Stakhanovite and forced labour 
systems, and the much-vaunted equality 
between men and women: The Russian 
woman has been liberated to a great 
extent from the slavery of the family only 
to become the slave of her work. Before 
the revolution, she was imprisoned in her 
family life, submitted to the wishes of her 
father or husband; and now she has lost 
these masters only to acquire a more 
ruthless one, the State. The State has 
declared her to be the equal of men but 
that formula is a cynical joke when the 
means of achieving that equality are denied, 
her. It is not by sweating down the mines 
while young men spend their time in 
-offices, that-women Can achieve equality 


with men.’ 

Marie Louise described the lot of the 
working class Russian women as being: 

*. . submitted to a double inequality. She 
is not the equal of her male fellow worker 
because, working as many hours and as 
hard as he does, she earns less; nor is she 
the equal of the women and men belonging 
to the privileged class. She slaves in the 
factories and mines so that a whole popu¬ 
lation of bureaucrats can afford to live in 
idleness. She has to become a servant to 
rich families in order to avoid starvation. 

She is badly dressed and poorly fed, so 
that wives of technicians, officers, GPU 
officials, can enjoy themselves and dress 
smartly’. 

a f\ There has been a steady stream of 
^anarchist women challenging estab- 
lished moralities and sexual 
-' relationships from Mary Wollstone- 
craft and Emma Goldman through to the 
present day. Inheriting this body of 
thought, Marie Louise was able to study 
and examine the whole concept of 
women’s sexuality.' At that time womer/s 


liberation had yet to be seen as a separate 

struggle. 

Her reading of psychology at the 
Sorbonne added to her revolutionary 
insight, and enabled her immediately to 
see the significance of the work of Wilhelm 
Reich, when the first edition of the 
Function of the Orgasm became available 
just after the war. 

It was Marie Louise who first introduced 
Reich’s ideas to the anarchist movement - 
if not Britain itself, in an article titled 
Sexuality and Freedom in the magazine 
NOW, published by George Woodcock. She 
opened with-a quote from Reich: ‘The 
problem of sexuality permeates by its very 
nature every field of scientific invest¬ 
igation’. She went on: ‘To reduce these 
problems to a question of family allow¬ 
ances, maternity benefits or old age 
pensions is ridiculous; to resolve it in 
terms of insurrection, of overthrow of the 
ruling class and the power of the State is 
not enough. Human nature is a whole. The 
worker is not merely the producer in the 
factory or the field; he is also the lover, 
the father. The problems which he faces 
in his home are no less important than 
those at his place of work. By trying to 
separate biological and psychological 
problems from the sociological ones, we 
not only mutilate our theories, but are 
bound to reach false conclusions.” 

Showing up the bourgeois cowardice 
of psychoanalysts like Freud and Jung, 
who backed away from the implications 
of sexuality in the face of shocked 
reaction, she discussed the social and 
revolutionary importance of Reich s 
work and his conclusion: ‘Sexual 
repression is an essential instrument in 
the production of economic slavery. Thus 
sexual repression in the infant and the 
adolescent is not, as psychoanalysis - in 
agreement with traditional and erroneous 
concepts of education — contends, the 
prerequisite of cultural development,. 
sociality, diligence and cleanliness; it is 
the exact opposite.’ 

And she finishes in her own words with: 
“The importance of Dr.Reich’s theories 
are enormous ... To those who do not 
seek intellectual exercise, but means of 
saving mankind from the destruction it 
seems to be approaching, this book will 


be an individual source of help and 

encouragement. To anarchists the 
fundamental belief in human nature, in 
complete freedom from the authority of 
the family, the Church and the State will 
be familiar, but the scientific arguments 
put forward to back this belief will form 
an indispensible addition to their 
theoretical knowledge.” 

Space restricts detailed mention 
1 BSKbot all those who, as she would have 

been the first to adm.:, influenced 
y 3 ' ■* her develop ment. 

After her father, first among hese 
was of course Vero Richards who she 
lived with for 12 years. Only his enormous 
resilience and courage enabled him to 
carry on and finish some of the work she 
had left undone, for just before her death 
she had completed her major work, 
Journey through Utopia, a comprehensive 
scholarly and libertarian consideration of 
hundreds of writings on utopia down the 
ages, from Plato’s Republic to the 
American hobo’s Big Rock Candy 
Mountains. 

Vero Richards later gathered together 
over 50 editorials she wrote for War 
Commentary and Freedom between 1939 
and 1948. Words of wisdom in a mad 
world, a model of anarchist journalism, 
illuminated by courage and compassion 
and summing up in one of her own titles 
the anarchist attitude to all the post-war 
power struggles: Neither East nor West! 
Manuel Solgado wrote of her death: “It 
only remains for me to ask the comrades 
who shared with her those days of, 
struggle ... to follow her example. 

□ Phillip Sansom. 


Workers in Stalin’s Russia. M.L.Berneri. 
Freedom Press.1944. 
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recruits. Another is that the government 
cannot admit defeat, it must perpetuate 
the myth that a solution is always 
possible under any circumstances. To 
believe and act otherwise would seriously 
dent their raison d’etre for existing. They 
continue to propagandise the view that 
dictatorial, centralised, institutionalised 
politics will always win in the end. That it 
hasn’t, and will not, has not deterred their 
ardour in believing that it will — after all 
they have nothing else to cling to. That 
the British “solution” can never be a 
success is obvious — but is the republican 
alternative an improvement? Can freedom 
ever be equated with home-grown 
oppression? Unless the people of Ireland 
secure their own liberation, it will never 
be handed to them by “freedom fighters”. 

General Strike 

In May 1974, the six northern counties of 
Ireland experienced a general strike, 
organised by the U.W.C. (a conglomeration 
of loyalist paramilitary leaders). Passively 
supported by the British army, it was 
successful in destroying the feeble 
"political” solution favoured by the British 
government - the Sunningdale agreement. 
Since then, “direct rule by Westminster” 
has been the official terminology for three 

years of confused fighting between three 


confused armies - the Brits, the provision¬ 

als and the loyalists, none of which see a 
non-authoritarian and just society as a 
solution to our problems. Three years later 
(May ’77) another general strike by the 
loyalists takes place. This time it is vital 
that the anarchist movement in Britain 
understands the issues at stake and does 
not fall into the trap of supporting ANY 
general strike simply because it is a general 
strike. 

The strike, which began on May 2nd, is 
being organised by the U.U.A.C. (United 
Unionist Action Council) which includes 
most loyalist paramilitary organisations 
and most loyalist politicians. These include 
the U.D.A., the U.V.F., U.S.C. (Ulster 
Service Corps), O.F. (Orange Volunteers), 
Ernest Baird, rev. Ian (hell-fire) Paisley 
with the support of the Royal Black 
Preceptory and the Apprentice Boys of 
Derry. 

The U.U.A.C. was set up almost a year 
ago when the forces of authority couldn’t 
agree amongst themselves as to the best 
way of dominating people’s lives. When 
Westminster rejected the loyalist convent¬ 
ion report, (which would have given the 
loyalist leaders a virtual monopoly in 
exploiting and dominating the people of 
north Ireland, instead of sharing it with 
their ‘catholic counterparts’), the U.U.A^ 


pledged themselves to establish yet another 

authoritarian constitution ... the general 
strike represents the means to this 
reactionary end. 

The representation within the U.U.A.C. 
is also important in that it includes both 
paramilitaries and politicians. In 1974 the 
politicians did not enter the public arena 
until the strike was well established, 
leading some anarchists into falsely inter¬ 
preting it as a genuine and potentially 
revolutionary movement of the people. 

This time there should be no false under¬ 
standing by anarchists — both the political 
and military leaders are united in their aim 
of sharing their authority over the historic¬ 
ally misguided and easily controlled 
loyalist masses. As has been the case 
throughout Irish history, the rhetoric of a 
“just cause” (a Protestant STATE for a 
Protestant people!, majority rule etc.) will 
induce the people into blindly following 
their leaders - the means (a general strike) 
will involve all - the end (people’s parlia¬ 
ment or whatever) will once again institut¬ 
ionalise the leaders and the led 

A truly revolutionaiy general strike is 
both negative and positive: negative in that 
it is a reaction to the slavery and author¬ 
itarian conditioning imposed on the mass 
of people; it is positive in that it has the 
potentiality for the creation of a just, 


harmonious and leaderless society, a way 
of ousting those in authority. The MAY 
GENERAL STRIKE IN IRELAND IS 
NEITHER! Anarchists must not make the 
mistake of “seeing its good points” - 
opportunism we leave to Marxists. Like¬ 
wise we must not see all ‘protestant’ 
workers as reactionary — false propaganda 
we leave to Republicanism □ John Roberts 


MUJERES LIBREScont. 

apart from those of a tactical nature 
before a particular struggle, providing that 
our intervention takes place in conditions 
of full liberty”. 

CULTURE: Refusing all types of partial 
culture, whether feminist, male-dominated, 
bourgeois etc.” Finally they consider their 
struggle for the liberation of people as a 
task for everyone, given that it affects us 
all in our fulfilment as whole human 
beings. They do not see man as an enemy, 
but the social structures which make 
possible the domination of one sex over 
another and deform the personality of 
individuals by making them assume 
attitudes and roles which contradict their 
deepest and most basic tendencies 
Translation FernandoD 
For more information on Mujeres Libres 
see Solidarity Pamphlet “Women In The 
Spanish RevpIution^byj-izJVilliS; 


This is the first issue of ZERO (print-run 
3,500) a new anarchist/anarca-femimst 
paper, which aims to become a 
monthly. It has been produced by a 
mixed collective mainly from East 
London, with help and advice from a 
wider group. We are producing the paper 
because as revolutionary anarchists and 
feminists we want to see the emergence 
of a new wave anarchist movement 
To this end we want ZERO to 
establish a means for developing 
anarchist politics, and establishing non¬ 
sectarian communication between 
anarchists. We realise there are funda¬ 
mental differences between many 
anarchist groups, and don’t wish to 


pretend these do not exist: but at the 

same time we feel it is important to 
emphasise and encourage activity on 
the common areas of agreement. 

We have started ZERO to help give 
expression to the strong resurgence of 
libertarian ideas and practice in recent 
years: May ’68 through to Italy and 
Spain of ’77, squatting and other forms 
of direct action, and particularly anarca- 
feminism. For anarchism to become the 
viable alternative that it really is, 
anarchist ideas have to reach a larger 
audience than anarchist papers have 
reached in the past. This project is an 
ambitious one — it needs to be. 

Of course everything we have said 
depends entirely on your support. 
Whether ZERO succeeds depends on 
your response, in the form of articles, 
news and information of local activities, 
letters, criticism, Agitprop, photography, 


illustrations and graphics. Distribution 

is also vital for any alternative paper. 

We need as many people as possible to 
take ZERO to street-sell in their locality. 
It goes without saying we haven’t got 
much money. One issue of ZERO costs 
us: £360. 

There are several ways you can help 
us overcome this astronomical cost. By 
taking out a subscription, giving a 
donation towards publication costs, and 
by selling bundles of ZERO, but above 
all, write. We hope to start organising 
regular benefits — look out for the 
dates in the libertarian left press. 
Meanwhile, collective thanks to all 
those friends and comrades who have 
already given us support, advice, money 
and above all encouragement □ 
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reader's meeting 

There will be an open meeting to 
discuss ZERO on Sunday June 26th 
at Covent Garden Community Centre, 
7 Dials Club, Shelton Street, WC2. 
Covent Garden tube. 7.30pm start. 

Be thereD 


ZERO urgently needs people to help 
with reading and translating the many 
anarchist papers sent from abroad. 
Particularly Spanish, French, Italian 
and Swedish translatorsO 





































DURRUTlsTHE PEOPLE 
ARMED by Abel Paz.(Black 
Rose Books. £3/4,25) 

With the publication of this book on 
Durruti, the English speaking world has 
now got a formidable array of books on 
the Spanish Revolution. For years Gerald 
Brenan’s ‘The Spanish Labyrinth’ and 

I Borkenau’s‘The Spanish Cockpit had to , 

Isuffice with Orwell’s ‘Homage to Catalonia 
and pamphlets by Gaston Leval. Then 
came Vernon Richards’ ‘Lessons of the 
Spanish Revolution’, and two books which 
appeared in the sixties: ‘The Revolution 
and the Civil War in Spain’ by Broue and 
Temine, and The Grand Camouflage by 
Burnett Bolloten. In addition in the 
seventies came ‘The Anarchist Collectives 
edited by Sam Dolgoff, and the translation 
of Leval’s ‘Collectives in the Spanish 
Revolution’. And now we have Nancy 
Macdonalds translation of Abel Paz’ 
biography of Buenaventura Durruti. 


of anarchist activity. For Emma Goldman 
‘Durutti’s secret was that he made theory 
and practice one’. I think his achievement 
was that he remained with the people as 
a brave and exemplary comrade □ Jerry 
Westall. 

WHY YOU SHOULD BE A 
SOCIALIST by Paul Foot. 
(SWP.l977.SSp) 

WHY YOU SHOULD BE A 
SOCIALIST by John Strachey 
(Gollancz. 1938) 


|he mentions neither the state, its apparatus 
nor its functions as such. 

He criticises the army for having non 
elected officers recruited from public 
schools. He isn’t against the army as such, 
and presumably an army where workers 
could be generals would be OK. Signifi¬ 
cantly, the army is seen to function only 
[against external enemies! In similar vein 
the police, the civil service and the 
judiciary are criticised. Nowhere is there 
;_n that cnr.ialism would mak 


Paul Foot has learned nothing from 
history. Not only 1917, but also Spain 
1936, Hungary 1956 and France May 
1968 all showed that the workers don t 
need to be ‘shown the way’ to a new social 
organisation. They create it themselves, 
in action. They don’t need ‘help’ or 
‘leadership’ from without. After the 
workers, by their own efforts, have created 
the embryonic new society, the 
‘revolutionary parties’ have invariably 


flBEV 


I First to be critical. The picture of 
Durutti is divided into three sections: The 
Rebel (1896-1931), The Militant (1931- 
1936) and The Revolutionary (1936), but 
seldom do we get under the skin of the 
subject. In fact Paz is divided between 
covering the political situation and the 
life of Durruti, this is inevitable to some 
extent but I think a biography of an 
individual requires at least a reflective 
chapter on the person concerned. As it is 
I we have fleeting glimpses of a fascinating 
man who Broue and Temine called ‘the 
symbol of Spanish Anarchism’, yet we 
don’t delve beneath the surface. Sadly we 
are not faced with moral dilemmas of 
anarchism because they are ignored, 
although Durruti did not (indeed could 
I not) ignore them. The book cries out for a 
discussion of revolutionary violence, the 
ethics of illegal activity and the problems 
of anarchist leadership. The view of 
Durruti is uncritical — he is never wrong 
or weak, always the strong man of action 
— Paz omits to show that he made 
mistakes and was ambiguous on some 
issues of vital importance, such as robbery 
I On the positive side, Abel Paz has 
produced a book involving an enormous 
amount of work - which every libertarian 
should read and study. Diligent searching 
1 of the letters Durruti sent, the speeches he 
made and the interviews he had with the 
I press and with comrades, plus the one 
article he wrote - all this gives us an 
account of Durruti’s thoughts and person¬ 
ality that have not been known before. He 
was an extraordinary man, and one of the 
few leading Spanish anarchists who main¬ 
tained a sense of anarchism throughout 
the period of the war until his death. 

I So we have a valuable addition to the 
I literature in English on the Spanish 
Revolution. That Durruti was a formidable 
person is even admitted by the Commun- 
I ists and Trotskyists. To anarchists his 
achievements in action put him with 
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In 1938, Victor Gollancz published John _ 
Strachey’s ‘Why you should be a Socialist. 

It was 96 pages long, sold at two pence 
and billed itself a terse guide to unemploy 
ment, booms and slumps, capitalism, war 
and socialism. 

Socialism to Strachey was the rule of an 
enlightened elite on behalf of the masses. 

He called for ‘social revolution’ and we 
were urged to ‘get on with the job’ of 
‘developing the labour movement so that 
it might one day be ‘capable of accomplish¬ 
ing the task ... of taking power from the 
4 million to exercise it on behalf of the 
43 million.’ . 

Exactly how would ‘socialism improve 
the workers’ lot? Strachey listed ‘Five 
solid things’ about the USSR:— 1 ) no 
unemployment; 2) 7 hour working day ; 

3) holidays with pay; 4) free social 
insurance; 5) rising wages. It is easy, with 
hindsight, to adopt a superior attitude to 
Strachey’s naive adulation of Stalinist 
Russia. , 

Now, forty years later, we are offered 
another 96 pages of ‘Why you should be a 
Socialist’, thirty-five times as expensive, 
and written by Paul Foot of the Socialist 
i V [Workers Party. Foot’s ‘case for .Socialism , 

\ 'is, like Strachey’s based on economic 
inequality and specifically on the falling 
living standards of today’s working class. 

In presentation it follows its predecessor, 
but it lacks Strachey’s logical unity. There 
is no attempt to follow the synthesis of 
Marxist theory with everyday economic 
reality, and is, by comparison, bitty and 
disjointed. When he comes to discuss the 
socialist society of the future, Foot, like 
Strachey, cannot think in terms of a 
totally new type of social organisation. 

True we get the general statements that 
are bounced around in all ‘socialist 
groupings:- ‘society as a whole owning 
the means of production’ — but ‘owner- 
ship’ is a meaningless term. In a bourgeoise 
legal sense the British people 'own the 
nationalised industries, as the Russians 
‘own’ their industries. In the concrete real 
world this ownership means nothing. 

Like Strachey, Foot has his ‘top 
priorities of socialism’:- 1) free education; 
2) free transport; 3) adequate old-age 
pensions; 4) free health service; 5) free 
nousing. His ‘priorities’ are notable for 
their non-revolutionary character. They 
are not opposed to enlightened capitalist 
objectives; all are, in fact, attainable under 
capitalism. . . 

Foot does make tentative moves in the 
right direction. He calls for the replace¬ 
ment of parliamentary politics with direct 
workers’ democracy, involving local 
workers’ councils electing their delegates 
to a national Congress of Councils. 


ndiciarv are criticised. Nowhere is there ‘revolutionary p<u no 

S0CiaMSm W0U ' d I destroy‘the n^wsocial’organ^Mtton. 10 

'these redundant. I u . th.coif.nmrl ' 

For Foot, there is nothing essentially 
wrong with leadership. Like his mentor 
Lenin, he holds that the workers need a 
‘trusted organisation’ to ‘show the way to 
j a new social order! Lenin wrote that the 
working class, exclusively by its own |ob]ective. a party c*.. ■ 

efforts is able to develop only trade union of movement to a free society □ Bob 
I' ’ -"» 1 Potter. 


stray the new social orgamsauun. 
Ironically for Foot, the self-proclaimed 
Marxist, his political activity contradicts 
his philosophy. It is the essence of the 
j dialectic that there is no difference 
between a movement and its ultimate 
objective. A party can never be the form 
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Listing here does not rule 
out subsequent review: 

CIENFUEGOS PRESS/SIMIAN 
PUBLICATIONS Bargain Offer, the 
anarchist book publishing group, are 
trying to raise money to carry on with the 
many publishing projects 1 inf d ' 
up They are offering a £6.00 {$ 12.00) 
Sustaining Subscription to Cienfuegos 
Press (Life Subscription £25.00, ? 50.00) 
for which you will receive the following: 
la) a copy of every book published by 
Cienfuegos in 1977; b) a copy of every 
pamphlet published by Simian in the same 
period; c) a 10% discount on all books 
| carried by or ordered through the 
Cienfuegos Press Bookservice. Well worth 
l £6.00. Write to Cienfuegos Press, Over-the- 
\ Water, Sanday, Orkney, KW17 2BL, UK. 


consciousness’ and that ‘class political 
consciousness can be brought to the 
workers only from without, that is only 
from outside the economic struggle. 
(Lenin’s emphasis.) 


PORTUGAL — THE IMPObbltH_t_^_ 

| PFYQ IJ l ~ r8 0 M i i ? - friV ‘jjrWi 

fby London Solidarity, 123 I «lham Road, 
East Ham, London F.6. 


THE REVOLUTION IS DEAD - LONG 
LIVE THE REVOLUTION. Edited and 

- -- . published by the 70’s group. 180 Lockhart 

enin’s emphasis.) Rnad 1/F Hong Kong. China from an 

Lanin also once remarked that soc.aksts RoadO __ 


SOCiailSl party uuii .- - 

twenties because the working classes of 
other European countries failed to make 
their revolutions. Then ‘under the leader 
ship of Stalin the Soviets lost their 
influence - and their democracy . 

The history of the months and years 

.. . 1 - . r> __ :i, ic hict 


News ana 3 ou<msm, vy • 

(in French) an analysis of the East 
European Press. The Ulster Conflict, Pt.1 
by Dave Mansell (in English) Bureaucratic 
Collectivism, by Bruno Rizzi (in Italian) 
with an introduction by A.Bongrovanm 
(Document). The New Ruling Class in ^ 


It is a token gesture. Foot’s pamphlet 
is intended to present the case for the new 
Socialist Workers Party, but there can be 
no role for a party ir. a genuine movement 
for a direct-democracy society. The 
dichotomy of Foot’s political philosophy 
is that he wants a rank and file communist 
society, but cannot renounce the vanguard- 
ist faith that has historically always and 
inevitably led to the creation of societies 
in its own image, i.e. bureaucratic class 
societies. 

Foot’s ‘party philosophy’ prevents his 
deeply challenging the existing order of 
things. He looks at some aspects of the 
state apparatus that exists to protect the 

rr /- .. ....it_nlthrmcrh 


liberals, social revolutionaries, Mensheviks, 2 by N ACL A (in tnglisn). 
etc Lenin’s party was creating a society in All articles not in English 
to own a one party dictatorship. ha*e Engl 

The grassroots workers’ committees that £1.1 0 p , 4p 

had been the social revolution were (P a Y al 

destroyed, being forced into the state- 
| organised trade unions. Peasant communes 746 London 
were forced into the Bolshevik poor ' wri v 6XX - 
peasant committees’, later to be state- 
controlled farms and collectives, 

In March 1921, the Kronstadt rebels 
attempt to re-assert the demands of the 
revolution was crushed by the army. 

No, Paul Foot! Russia is not socialism 
gone wrong as a result of isolation or 
Stalin. It is the logical consequence - 
party power; of leadership; of the 
concept so aptly opposed by A 
Foot in relation to the 
Labour Party - that of 
‘acting for’ the workers 
as opposed to the 
workers themselves 
taking control of 
their own 
destinies. 
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EVENTS 

it NEW MOON RISING— 
Celebration of Women and the Arts. 
20th-27th Aug. Contact: Catriona/ 
Lis/Alice. Lauriston Hall, Castle 
Douglas, Kirkuds, Scotland. 
it ALTERNATIVE SOCIALISM 
CONFERENCE 13th-20th August. 
Main theme ‘Patriarchy: What is 
it, the damage it does, the struggle 
against it, and ideas,beyond’ 
childcare available. £2.80. halfprice 
children & claimants. Lauriston 
Hall, Castle Douglas, Kirkuds, 
Scotland. Information: Danny 
Cohen, 15 Rosslyn Hill, London 
NW3. 

ir 68 CLUB. Sundays 8pm at the 
New West Indian Sports and Social 
Club/Community Centre, 

Westwood St., Moss Side, 
Manchester 14. 

7 Aug. Film: Nada, dir. Claude 

Chabrol. 

14 Aug. Poetry and music with 
John Gooper-Clark and Steve 
Cohen. 

21 Aug. Film: Queimada, dir. 

Bruno Pontecorvo. 

Admission: 20p; non-members 
35p. 

* ALTERNATIVE 
TECHNOLOGY Workshop. 

20-27 Aug. at Court House, 

St. Davids, Dyfed, Wales. Details 
0532-495 865. 

* LONDON MURRAYS 
DEFENCE GROUP now meets 
fortnightly. For details ring Chris 
or Charlotte 359 4794 

it THIRD MIDLAND 
ANARCHISTS FEDERATION 
CONFERENCE, at Blackthorn 
Books, Highcross St., Leicester. 

17 Sept. 1.00. Inquire- Louise 
Crane, 13 Arden Terrace, Rrovin 
stone, Leicester (tel 82345*. 
Murrays Benefit Concert in evening 

GROUPS 

* BIRMINGHAM 
LIBERTARIAN SOCIALISTS 
meet alternate Sundays at the 
‘Fox and Grapes’, Freeman St., 
(next to Moor St. station) 8pm. 
c/o Bob Prew, 40c Trafalgar Rd., 
Moseley, Birmingham B13 8BH. 
it MIDLANDS FEDERATION. 
Groups interested in forming one 
contact Steve Fuller, 7 Waverley 
Rd., Kenilworth, Warwickshire. 

* CLAPHAM ANARCHISTS 
hold public meetings on Saturday 
afternoons on Clapham Common 
by temperance statue near Qlap. 
Com. tube, 3-5.30pm. Phone 
622 8961 to check. 

it EXETER ANARCHISTS. 
Contact Geoff Minshull, 129 Fore 
St., Exeter. Te. Exeter 33054 
(corrected no.) 
it ANARCHIST STUDENT 
NETWORK (former Libertarian 
Students Network). Contact Peter 
Baker, A06, Allesley House, 
Rhodes Residences, Univ. of 
Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL. 

Nov. 4th-6th: Proposed date for 
next conference. For details 
contact Exeter anarchists. 


it NORTH WEST ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION, 6 Stockley Ave.,' 
Harwood. Bolton. Lancs. Produce 
monthly newsletter. Groups in 
Burnley, Blackburn, Colne, Preston, 
and Whalley. 

it SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION. Public meetings 
first & third Monday in the month 
at St.Bride’s Centre, Rosevale St., 
Partick. Start 7.30pm. 
if ABERYSTWYTH GROUP 
new address: Mike Sheehan, 

Nevadd Caerleon, Victoria Terr., 
Aberystwyth, Dyfed. 

SEX/POL 

★ ANARCHIST WO M EN ’S 
NETWORK Contact Sophie Laws, 
43 Grosvenor Terr., Bootham, 

York. Issue 2 of Anarchist 
Feminist Newsletter (special A/F 
meeting report) lOp + postage. 

★ ANARCIIO-FEMIMSM 3 
statements from America (21p 
incl. post); FEMINISM AS 
ANARCHISM by Lynne Farrow 
(25p incl. post): ANARCHISM: 

THE FEMINIST CONNECTION 
by Peggy Kornegger out August 
50p incl. post from Black Bear 
Anarchist Feminist imprint, 

76 Peckham Road, London SE5. 

★ ANARCHO-FEMINIST 
NOTES, c/o Karen Johnson, 
1821-8th St., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Quarterly publication (donation 

★ ^SOILOF LIBERTY, PO Box 
7056, Powderhorn Station, 
Minneapolis, MN 55407. 

' Anarchist/anarcha-feminist paper. 

★ FEMINIST COMMUNIC¬ 
ATIONS, 4003 Wabash Ave., 

San Diego, California 92104. 

it ANARCHO-FEMINST group 
forming SE/S London. Contact 
Georgina.01-4 60 1833. 

LIBERTARIAN PRESS 

★ SOCIAL REVOLUTION, c/o 
83 Gregory Cres., Eltbam SE9. 
Bimonthly 15p. We read it—it 
must be good! 

★ ANARCHY MAGAZINE, 

29 Grosvenor Ave., London N5. 

No 23 out, 15p + post. 

★ PEACE NEWS for nonviolent 
revolution. Reports, analysis, new 
of nonviolent action for social 
change, building alternatives, 
resistance to the megamachine. 
Covering antimilitarism, sexual 
politics, ecology, decentralisation, 
etc. 15p fortnightly, £5.50 for 1 
year from 8 Elm Ave., Nottingham. 

★ ANARCHIST WORKER, 

13 Coltman Street, Hull, 
Humberside. lOp. Monthly paper 
of the Anarchist Workers 
Association. 

★ FREEDOM, 84b Whitechapel 
High St., London El. Anarchist 
fortnightly, 15p, bookshop at thi: 
address. 

it SOLIDARITY, c/o 123 Lai horn 
Road, London E6. Bimonthly 
national paper 12p. Also print 
excellent series of pamphlets. 
(Write for full list.) 


it BLACK FLAG, Over the Water, 
Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL. Every 
6 weeks. Best coverage of the 
international anarchist movement. 

★ OPEN ROAD, Box 6135, 

Station G, Vancouver. BC, Canada. 

★ CREATION AND ITS 
ENEMIES: The Revolt Against 
Work by John Zerzan from 
Mutualist Books, Box 1283, 
Rochester, NY, USA. 

it THE EQUAL PAY and SEX 
DISCRIMINATION ACTS. 

Report from Scotland by 
Margaret Marshall & Chris Aldred. 
45p + post. PRESCHOOL CHILD 
CARE IN ABERDEEN. 60p + 

>ost from Aberdeen Peoples 
S ress, 163 King Street, Aberdeen. 

★ RED EYE. New US theoretical 
journal of libertarian communism. 
1st issue, summer 77, includes Jean 
Barrot: Critique of the SI. £1.20 
from Red-Eye, Box 1200, 

2000 Center St., Berkeley, CA 
94704. 

★ HAPOTOC REBEL. Newsletter 
of the Help A Prisoner/Outlaw 
Torture Organising Committee, 

PO Box 10638, Amsterdam, 
Holland. Anarchist Prisoners Aid 
organisation. Worldwide struggle 
against torture, death penalty and 
prisons. Enclose contribution. 
Regular bulletin in English. 

★ L1BERO INTERNATIONAL. 
CPO Boc 1065, Kobe, Japan 
650-91. English language magazine. 
Send donation for sample copy. 

★ LIBERTARIAN EDUCATION. 
No 22 out now. Articles on 
De-schooling, NUT Rank & File 
teachers and lots more. 20p from 
6 Beaeonsfield Rd., Leicester. 

★ NEWS FROM LIBERTARIAN 
SPAIN, Libertarian Press Service, 
c/o Freespace Alternate U, New 
York, NY 10012. 2nd issue now 
out (send contribution). Also 
available, The Freespace . 
Newsletter. 

★ NORTH COUNTRY ANVIL, 
Millville, Minnesota 55957, USA 
(bimonthly). 1 

★ BLACK STAR. Box 92-246, 
Millwaukee, Wise. 53202 (paper 
of SRAr). 

★ BLACK EYE, 30 Belmont Ave.. 
Clifton, Manchester M27 2WL. 

Free Manchester Anarchist paper, 
(send sae) 

CONTACTS 

★ MA’AM-Movement Against A 
Monarchy. 5 stirring stickers now 
available, 30p for 45 incl. post. 

+ the best anti-monarchist badge 
of them all coming soon* 15p plus 
post. Box M, c/o 5 Caledonian Rd. 
London Nl. 

★ INFORMATION NETWORK 
scheme for Birmingham. Contact 
Peace Centre, 18 Moor St., 
Ringway, Birmingham. 

★ THE PRISONERS’ RIGHTS 
ACTION GROUP, c/o Grasroots, 
109 Oxford Rd., Manchester 1 are 
investigating conditions in 
Strangeways Prison. If you can 
help or give information write to 
above or phiine 061-248 6640 



(mon-Fri) between 10am and 
4.30pm and ask for Ted. 

★ LITTLE BIRD: An information 
network for Merseyside. Will 
distribute by post your publicity 
leaflets/documents/handbills etci 
Send about 100 copies by 3rd 1 
Monday of month to: c/o News 
from Nowhere, 100 Whitechapell 
Liverpool 1. (051-708 7270) 

★ ANARCHISTS IN INDUSTR|. 
Anarchists in the SE interested iq| 
discussing shop-floor problems 
contact Adam 247 4829, Dave 
249 7042. 

★ ICAT (International Crusade | 
Against Torture) PO Box 2252 3j| 
Fazantenhof, Bijlmermeer, 
Amsterdam, Holland. Deals with ] 
specific cases of torture, 
behaviour modification, capital 
sentence- Help Build Struggle 
Wing. 

ICAP (International Crusade j 
Against Prisons) PO Box 27087,1 
1002-AB Amsterdam, Holland. ? 
Deals with prison conditions, life/] 
sentences, prison slave labour, 
towards abolishing all p&ijpons. 

★ LINK UP: An information 
network for Greater Manchester.jJ 
Publishes on 1st and 15th of 
month job vacancies, communal J 
living spaces, groups, news, t 
events, etc., and distributes about 
200 leaflets. Deadline 5 days 
before publication. 178 Oxford | 
Rd., Manchester 13. 

★ BLACKTHORN BOOKS, 

74 Highcross St., Leicester. 
0533-21896. New anarchist | 
bookshop—pay a visit if you can.M 

★ LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS J 
GROUP. Anyone interested in 
forming one in London, phone 
Sharon (01-359 9791). 

MUSIC 

★ WOMENS LIBERATION J 
MUSIC PROJECT, Womens Arts) f 
Alliance, 10 Cambridge Terrace -I 
Mews, Albany St., London NW1JJ 
01-935 1841/ 

★ MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM, 38 ^ 
Hornsey Park Road. London N8*jfr 
01-888 1161. 

★ LONDON MUSICIANS 

COLLECTIVE, 86 Auden Place, J 
Manley St., London NW1. I 

01-722 1164. 

★ MUSICS, 48 Hillsborough 
Court, Mortimer Cres., London .1 
NW6. No. 13 out. 30p + lOp postj 
Subs £2.40 for 6 issues. 

★ LIBERTY HALL at the Odd j 

Spot, Bold St., Liverpool. $1 

4 Sep. 8pm. ‘Front Line’, a ,/■ 
Liverpool 9 piece rock band :/l 
playing AWB/Crusaders type of | 
music. 25p; non-members 50p. 
Information 051-708 7270. 

★ZERO BENEFIT. Dance to - - 
new up-& -coming band HEAVY / 
SKIFFLE. 7—11. Fri Aug 19 at 
Covent Garden Community 
Centre, 7 Dials Club, Shelton St. J 
WC2 (Covent Garden -9-) 80p ' 

(60p claimants). Be there. ★ 
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Against Rape 


We condemn the ruling of the Appeal 
court judges in the Holdsworth rape 
case.* It is a clear example of the courts 
showing more concern for the rapist 
than for the victim. 

It was his 'promising career’, not hers, 
that was taken into account. The victim 
herself was blamed for the serious 
injuries.she suffered—in the words of 
LotU Justice Koskill, supposed by 
Justice Wein, "It is probable that this 
girl would not have been as severely 
injured if in fact she had submitted to 
rape by the mere threat of force rather 
than force being applied iri the manner 
that it was”. This was just one of many 
explicitly sexist remarks made by the 
judges in court. Justice Wein used the 
myth of men’s irresistible urges to 
excuse the rapist’s brutal attack. He 
said "Holdsworth is a man who, on the 
night in question, allowed his 
enthusiasm for sex to overcome his 
normal good behaviour.” 

By contrast, Carol Maggs’ courageous 
statements to the press exposed the 
reality of rape and the added injustice 
suffered by rape victims in the legal 
system. We support the direct action 
taken by women in London who 
daubed military monuments in the Mall 
with the words "what justice for 
women?" This action extended the 
public debate on the case, in the Press 
and in Parliament. It was also a clear 
message to Carol Maggs that other 
women were angry at her treatment and 
like her, will fight to see that women 
got justice. But this is not enough, the 
appeal court judges are still presiding 
over criminal cases in the courts and 
Holdsworth is stilkfree. We demand 
that the three appeal court judges be 
dismissed and Holdsworth's original 
sentence of three years be allowed to 
stand. Anything less is a clear mis¬ 
carriage of justice and an insult to all 
women. 

The reality of 
rape. 

Rape is an act of violence against a 
woman’s body has existed historically 
i i all male dominated (Patriarchal) 
ocieties, long before men decided to 
define it as a crime. As the laws on 
ape continue to evolve they have 
never shook free of their ordinal 
eoncept—that the violation was first 
and foremost a violation of male rights 
of possession, based on male require-, 
ments of virginity, chastitv and consent 


to private access, all of which aim to 
secure patrilineal descent. A ‘crime’ 
against a woman’s body is thus a crime 
against male property. The law on rape 
is male defined, and still based on the 
fact that women are seen as objects foi 
men. Obviously the law does not 
challenge male power, since it is an 
expression of that power, and therefore 
does not and never will deter the act of 

uates theTncquaffty of women before 
the law, as it embodies the male 
invented standards of superiority (male), 
and inferiority (female). It also upholds 
and strengthens the double standard of 
sexuality by giving credence to 
‘evidence’ which endorses the idea of 
men’s inalienable right to fuck women. 
Male sexuality is seen as irrepressible, 
uncontrollable and urgent, (best 
expressed by the euphemism— “virility”). 
Women are supposed to keep men’s 
uncontrollable urges in check, and in 
doing so we have to suppress our own 
sexuality-be passive, submissive, maso¬ 
chistic. Good women, therefore, do not 
get raped! 

Women inevitably bear the burden of 
guilt for any sexual encounter with men, 
whether ‘freely’ chosen or the result of 
forcible rape. The double standard 
removes men’s responsibility for their 
aggressive, violent sexuality, and gives 
them free reign to use women as they 
please. Obviously, therefore, the defi¬ 


nitions of male and female sexuality 
provide the climate in which rape can 
occur, and ensures the containment 
and subjugation of women. Rape 
flagrantly confronts every woman with 
the fact that she is an object for men’s 
sexual use. Rape is a means by which 
every man Can reinact and prove the 
reality of Woman being a conquered 
sex, reminding us and them of their 
negating our existence with 
a total humiliation.."Rape is a rpeans 
by which all men keep all women in a 
state of fear and powerlessness” (Susan 
Biownmiller, Against Our Will). 

Rape and sexist 
images of women. 

As agents of male power, sexist 
images reflect, communicate and 
promote men’s ideas of women, and 
prevent us from defining ourselves and 
contradicting their derogation of us. 

Their images of women present an 
assault on us, and therefore, amount to 


June 28. Women Against Rape 
picket the Law Courts 



RAPE 

THE1 

LAV/ LORD5 


a prescription to rape. Why Jo we teei 
that rape and sexist images of women 
are essential radical feminist issues? 
Sexism is how male power operates 
against women; rape is the inevitable 
brutal expression of that power. All 
men are potential rapists, and therefore 
all women are potential rape victims. 
The reality of rape can affect all wome, 
irrespective of age, race or class. Wome: 
arc raped every day of their lives by the 
results of sexism and its agents— 
Capitalism, the family, religion, the 
media, education, psychiatry etc.- 
which negate our autonomy and indi¬ 
viduality and deny our right to self 
definition and determination. Rape is a 
reality that all women fear, it is the 
ultimate weapon which keeps us in our 
place. We must start to expose the 
Patriarchy’s most blatant forms of 
intimidation by making an attack on 
rapeD Rape Group, c/o 42 Earlham 
Street, London WC2. 
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and the East 
are living death to work in. The boredom 
and frustration, lack of solidarity, and 
the feeling of resignation nearly drive 
you insane, using mainly immigrant 
workers, continually harassed and 
insulted by supercilious racist 
supervisors and arrogant employers, 
overtime is compulsory and wages 
pathetic. 

August 1976, several people, 
including Jayaben Desai, decide enough 
is enough, and walk out. They get in 
touch with Brent Trades Council, who 
refer them to those well-known standard 
bearers of working-class militancy, 

APEX. A picket line is formed outside 
the factory, with by now 137 workers 
out on strike, wanting to join APEX. 
Ward’s response is to sack them all. 

After the sackings there followed 
nine months of picketing by the Strike 
Committee, while APEX duly 
pussv-footed about, not wanting to 
tread on anyone’s toes. The courage 
and strength of the Grunwicks strikers 
amazes me. To stand outside the factory 
every morning from 7am onwards (right 
through a cold winter) for nine months, 
receiving few signs of practical support 
and solidarity—it takes some doing. 

At the end of May, seeing that 
‘playing by the rules’ was getting them 
nowhere, the Strike Committee decided 
to call for 2 weeks mass picketing, to 
draw attention to events at Grunwicks. 
On the first day, June 13, around 250 
people turned up to express support— 
the police waded in and arrested 84. 

Their attack was completely 
unprovoked, and they enjoyed every 
minute of it. Since that date, and over 
400 arrests later, the dispute has become 
a national issue with the outcome of 
extreme importance to many, (as it 
has been all along for those on strike). 

Ward belongs to the Nineteenth 
Century, and is an embarrassment to 
the moderate right, who know well that 
allowing people to join a union 
(especially APEX), is no threat 
whatsoever. He has attracted support 
from the sort of scum who would like 


Employed, bastions of freespeech like 
Rhodes Boyson, John “I think these 
people are shits” Gorst. And of course 
the police and Special Patrol Group 
(SPG). The media has been having a 
field day-while the SPG systematically 
beat up anybody standing in their path 
(but especially women and blacks, 
surprise surprise), the press comes out 
with gems like ‘I ride the bus of fear’ 
(SUN) ‘surely five pickets would be 
sufficient’ (GUARDIAN) and ‘threat to 
our democracy’. 

I’ve always had a healthy hatred for 
the police, but have still been shocked 
at what I’ve seen them doing. Smashing 
people in the face, banging heads against 
walls and vehicles, beating up arrested 
pickets in police vans. They have always 
done these things, but usually in private, 
not out on the streets. A sign of things 
to come arriving? To lose this strike will 
be disastrous for the non-unionised 
working class. The hundreds of 
thousands of people working in places 
similar to Grunwicks will completely 
lose confidence in their ability to stand 
up and demand basic rights-freedom to 


join a union. The police will feel free to 

carry on as they have done in struggles 


The likes of Grantham and Jackson 

would negotiate a sell-out at the first 
opportunity—the old familiar story. 

Only rank and file solidarity will win 
this strike. As we all witnessed on 
July 11 (14 000 outside the factory 
gates), if united, we will win. For a short 
time the people controlled the streets 
nearby, and the factory was effectively 
blockaded. Many were willing to stay all 
day to prevent the scabs bus passing 
through, but the officials insisted upon 
marching—with the result of the bus 
getting through and the few hundred 
people left on the picket being attacked 
by the pigs. Lessons like these should be 
remembered, and our mistakes not 
repeated. 

I don’t know what we as anarchists 
can do, except show our solidarity to 
the Strike Committee by attending the 
picket lines as often as possible (it’s been 
good to see so many anarchists down 
there), working within our own unions 
to build support, and by sending 
donations to the Strike Committee. 

Win this strike □ 


Joe Remiro framed 


The State of California has concocted 
another frame-up charge against 
imprisoned ex-SLA member Joseph 
Remiro. Already serving two life terms 
for murder and jail break, Joe is 
accused this time of plotting an escape 
attempt from Folsom Prison with two 
other prisoners. The alleged plot came 
to light last June 4 (although no report 
was released on it until June 22) after a 
former associate of Remiro, Bobby 
Davis, handed a 9-mm pistol and 27 
rounds of ammunition over to the 
prison authorities and implicated 
Remiro in the alleged escape attempt. 
Davis is serving a life term for killing 
four California Highway Patrol officers, 
and Remiro, with Russell Little, who is 
in another prison, is doing life for 
allegedly assassinating Oakland, Cali¬ 


fornia School Superintendent Marcus 
Foster in 1973 and for an attempted 
escape from the Alameda County Jail 
in which two deputies were wounded. 
In a letter to the Fifth Estate, dated 
June 29, Remiro denied being involved 
in any escape plot and said he had just 
been released into the general prison 
population after three years of being 
locked-down in solitary confinement 
and nine months of being a ‘‘model 
prisoner”. A search of the prison after 
Davis surrendered the gun and ammun¬ 
ition turned up 17 prison-made knives, 
including in his cell what Remiro 
calle3 “a curious metal object that 
these people insist on calling a knife.” 
Remiro has continually had his life 
threatened by prison guards and 
members of the white-racist inmate 


grouping, the Aryan Brotherhood. 
Remiro reports that Davis told prison 
officials that the plan involved the two 
of them and another inmate killing 
members of the Aryan Brotherhood, 
six guards and then escaping. Remiro 
told the Fifth Estate, "Of course, these 
people went crazy. Shotgun escort and 
a naked walk to the ‘hole’ ”. Folsom 
Prison officials say they are “baffled” as 
to how the gun got into the prison, the 
first one ever discovered in the 
maximum security penitentiary. Guns in 
the past have been planted on political 
prisoners, such as George Jackson who 
was murdered by prison guards, to set 
them up for executions or to bring 
additional charges down on them. 

Remiro says he thinks the charges 
against him are weak and probably will 
not reach a civilian court. The incident 
will be handled as an infraction of 
prison rules and “we’ll be found guilty 
by a jury of our accusers and keepers.” 
Remiro plans to challenge this. 

“Don’t think that any of us have 
resigned ourselves to this—we have plans 
to push this into court or at least raise 
hell trying.” 

Joe and Russ Little are victims of the 
official hysteria over the SLA and are 
innocent of the murder charges they are 
sentenced to life for. They deserve our 
support and assistance D 

Protests against Remiro’s treatment 
should be lodged with Assistant Deputy 
Corrections Director, George Warner, 
Folsom Prison, Represa (that’s right), 
California 95671 (J 

The state of 
Frelimo 

“In the phase of people’s democracy we 
are now engaged in . . . our aim is to 
lay the material, ideological, 
admirmtrativ i ami suc i a l ruanuai i u rre— 

—Samora Machel, Presidenfof 
Mozambique. 

Contrary to what many leftwing 
apologists have written, the success of 
Frelimo is not leading to the liberation 
of the Mozambican people. It has led to 
their subjugation to a monolithic 
State-Capitalist regime, who now control 
all social and administrative units. 
Although they claim that in 
Mozambique the exploitation of man 
by man is over, at the third congress of 
Frelimo they revealed their objectives. 

Frelimo has been transformed into a 
“vanguard party”. It will continue its 
stranglehold on the whole of society- 
through its control of agricultural 
collectives, the army, the militia, the 
education and health centres and the 
women’s movement. The structure of 
this vanguard party is strictly 
hierarchical, with the power centred in 
the "Standing Political Committee”. It 
appears that soon party unions will 
appear for better control of factory 
workers. 

Frelimo’s economic policy is to 
extract profit from both public and 
private enterprises, and use this to 
juild up heavy industry. Agriculture is 
being collectivised in order to increase 
productivity. Health and Medical 
facilities are being expanded, as the 
factories need healthy and trained 
workers. At the same time they have 
introduced austerity measures, and 
started a campaign for increased 
jroductivity-more work and less pay, a 
’amiljar story. 

Under the guise of “liberation”, they 
are churning out a most revolting 
ideology. Their cultural and educational 
policy is geared to the creation of the 
“New Man” who “above all, loves his 
country”. And presumably who will not 
cause any bother to the regime. The 
much vaunted emancipation of women 
consists of replacing the traditional 
African marital relations with the 
modern western marriage. The family is 
to be the basic social cell. Unmarried 
mothers are a scandal, abortion is 






S3 


Photo: Andrew Wiard (Report) 





































/FfJ 


yvyy> vyv.\y.;.v. v. 



illegal. In fact Frelimo is merely 
implementing social changes that are 
needed for their economy, all neatly 
described as emancipation. 

But all this is not some accident. It 
stems from the very objectives of 
Frelimo. They have taken over the 
Mozambican state and now have to 
make it profitable in the face of 
international competition. They are 
able to succeed where the Portuguese 
failed because of their ideological hold 


over the farmers and workers of 
Mozambique. But as they find that they 
are no match for the West when it 
comes to economic competition, they 
will screw every bit of work out of the 
people that they can. For those who 
are struggling for the abolition of 
capitalism throughout the world, and 
the complete removal of hierarchical 
relationships, all national liberation 
struggles such as that of Frelimo are 
merely a diversion down the road of 
state capital ism □ F.B. 


U.S.nuclear strategy 


The NATO Powers' nuclear strategy 
was until recently one of deterrent 
based on the concept of Mutual Assured 
Destruction (MAD). This strategy 
consisted of pointing enough nuclear 
missiles and/or nuclear armed bombers 
in the direction of hostile nuclear 
powers to ensure that in the event of a 
nuclear war starting, both sides would 
be completely destroyed. However, 
about four years ago there was a major 
change in U.S. military policy, with 
nuclear missiles being redirected towards 
military rather than civilian targets—that 
is, towards Russian and other Warsaw 
pact countries missile installations 
instead of their major cities. One may 
conclude from this that while the 
western european governments may 
still be relying on the deterrent effect 
of nuclear weapons, the US at least is 
preparing to fight a nuclear war with 
Russia, probably before the end of this 
century. 

The start of the nuclear war will not 
depend on some paranoid general 
pressing the button, ‘Dr. Strangelove’ 


style, but will be a direct result of 
either one side or another (i.e. the U.S. 
or U.S.S.R.) developing weapons or 
defence systems which make victory in 
a nuclear conflict seem possible. Given 
increasing spending on weapons 
research and continuing technical 
progress, such a development is 
virtually inevitable. Furthermore, once 
one side or the other feels itself to be 
in a position where it can destroy the 
opposition while incurring acceptable 
losses itself, it will feel constrained to 
use these weapons in a pre-emptive 
strike while it possesses the technological 
advantage. It is clear that military 
research is being directed at the 
development of effective first-strike 
weapons, and the following paragraph 
outlines the current state of nuclear 
weapons technology and developments 
expected in the near future. 

At present, all nuclear weapons are 
second strike, intended to be used in 
retaliation against nuclear attack. They 
can be divided into three basic types. 

The first to be depolyed was the 


inter-continental ballistic missile 
(I.C.B.M.). Initially designed as a first 
strike weapon, modern defence 
systems such as sophisticated radar and 
heat-seeking missiles have relegated it to 
a deterrent role. Shorter range missiles, 
capable of being launched from a 


Italy: the state on trial 


Italy is a country in which armed 

struggle of one form or another has 
become almost a tradition. The latest 
group to put this theory into practice 
are the Brigate Resse (Red Brigades). 
Their specific political career as a 
recognisable group started in 1970 
when they attacked and/or kidnapped 
fascist or right-wing factory managers 
who had been involved in anti-left 
activities. They eventually developed 
the theory of the necessity of building 
an armed revolutionary workers party 
and the need to attack the ‘core’ or the 


state (i.e. the legal system) where it is 
in fact weakest. 

Whilst their analysis leaves much to 
be desired from an anarchist viewpoint, 
being full of marxist-leninist and maoist 
diatribe which leads to a very confused 
view of the Italian political situation, 
many of their activities have been 
carried out with admirable ability and 
effect. Renato Curcio, dubbed ‘leader’ 
of the BR by the Italian press is 
currently undergoing his second spell of 
pre-trial imprisonment having been 
busted out of prison by BR comrades 
the first time. 


the first time. They remain so far uri- 
tried (Curcio was recaptured on Jan. 
18th 76)because the BR consistently 
refuses to be tried by the courts of a 
state which they oppose. Indeed, their 
refusal to accept defence lawyers, and 
the murder of a defence lawyer who a 
court imposed on them has not only 
thrown the Italian legal system into 
crisis (it was in a crisis anyway, but the 
BR have made it complete) but 
rendered them untriable. The BR have 
made it clear that they view the 
attempt to try it as an act of war tp 
which they will respond with further 
acts of war, a threat which the state is 
having to take very seriously. As far as 
Renato Curcio and his comrades are 
concerned it is the state that is on 
trialD Enne. 




submerged submarine, have also been 
deployed. A more modern variant is 
the multiple independently-targetable 
re-entry vehicle (M.I.R.V.). Data on 
Russian M.I.R.V.’s are unavailable but 
U.S. missiles, launched into orbit either 
from land or submarine, carry up to a 
dozen warheads with a total explosive 
power of about 500 kt., that is the 
equivalent of 500 000 tons of T.N.T. 
(the Hiroshima bomb was approx. 

13.6 kt.). On re-entry each warhead is 
pre-programmed to descend on a 
different target. By next year the U.S. 
is expected to have operational a 
manoeuverable re-entry vehicle 
(MARV), which can be directed onto 
its target on re-entry. The most 
sophisticated weapon currently 
available is the cruise missile. The 
cruise missile flies low and fast, making 
it virtually undetectable by conventional 
conventional radar systems, and an 
on-board computer guidance system 
gives it a high degree of accuracy. Even 
this will be improved upon within the 
next decade when satellite-based 
navigation systems come into operation. 
By that time a typical cruise missile will 
be: around 5-6 metres long, half a 
metre in diameter and capable of being 
launched via a standard torpedo tube; 
able to fly 2 or 3 thousand kilometres 
at the speed of Concorde at an altitude 
of less than 100m., and land with ten 
metres radius of its target; armed with a 
nuclear warhead of up to a megaton 
(1 million tons T.N.T. equivalent). The 
Americans are technically 5 to 10 years 
ahead of the Russians with the cruise. 

Apart from a deliberate first strike, 
there are two other plausible causes of a 
nuclear war. One is an initially limited 
nuclear war between smaller states, say 
in the middle-east, Korea or Africa. 

Such a war would almost certainly 
escalate to involve the major nuclear 
powers. It’s believed that by 1985 
about 35 states will have access to 
weapons-grade radioactive material. 

Even with the U.S. policy of 
non-proliferation, there are ways and 
means of acquiring fissile material. For 
instance-in 1968, a ship carrying 200 
tons of uranium ore belonging to 
Euratom disappeared on the high seas. 
The ship eventually turned up, without 
the uranium. Recently evidence came 
to light which indicates that the 
uranium was hijacked by the Israelis, 
possibly with U.S., or at least C.I.A. 
assistance. Despite profuse declarations 
to the contrary, it’s likely that Israel 
now possesses one or two dozen 
untested nuclear devices. The second 
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solidarity committee of the ‘mujeres 


movement depends upon the result of 
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The following interview took place 
between the paper Liberation and CNT 
militant Lluis Edo, in May of this year. 
The strike at La Roca mentioned in the 
interview involved 4 800 workers at the 
multi-national Roca Radiadores, S.A., 
electronics factory near Barcelona. The 
Roca workers stayed out for 95 days to 
press their main demand that their 
democratically chosen workplace 
assembly represent their interests. They 
had to battle not only the bosses, but 
the competing Leftist parties and their 
allied unions vying for hegemony within 
the factory. Only the CNT was 
unreservedly on the side of the workers’ 
assembly. While the strike cannot be 
counted a complete success, the 
assembly has survived. 

Lluis Andres Edo: The CNT today? To 
begin with, it is not like other 
organisations. We have no union 
officials and no salaried posts. The 
CCOO (workers commissions controlled 
by the CP) alone have about a hundred. 
And the UGT also has a few. And 
then, we base our actions on the 
autonomy and self-direction of the 
workers. From this point of view, the 
strike at La Roca has given us new 
perspectives. 

La Roca is a concern which, in the 
style of the old industrial barons, has 
been carrying out its exploitative politics 
against the entire family: near the 
factory is the factory housing estate and 
the factory school. It’s just like a kind 
of ‘Indian Reservation’. As a result, the 
workers of the enterprise, in the ’60’s 
were not very militant. The recent 
strike, which lasted three months, broke 
out not because of economic demands 
but through the demand for the 
re-instatement of a dismissed delegate. 
What was at stake was the recognition 
of the representatives elected by and 
responsible to the full assembly of the 
workers. This strike was carried through 
despite the attempts by the left and the 
CCOO to isolate it and despite the 
silence on the part of the press.'lt was a 
strike of autonomy. There is not even a 
CNT group in the factory. Just a few 
sympathisers. Perhaps six. This strike 
has revealed the gulf between, on the 
one hand the vertical unions, the 
dictatorship of the CCOO and 
traditional union politics, and on the 
other, workers’ autonomy. We 
supported it: We put ail our strength 
into developing solidarity with La Roca. 
As you know, 42 workers have been 
dismissed and the reasons for the 
struggle still remain despite the ending 
of the strike. 

BERGER: But surely the CNT is 
officially a union? 

EDO: Yes, its structure is laid down, 
but it has no superstructure. It only 
functions in a more formal way if, for 
example, a conference is coming up in 
the next two months. But beforehand 
nothing functions formally, and 
afterwards things go back to how they 
were. We are fighting against formalism 
in the organisation. 

The CNT is the only organisation for 
example to develop action 
simultaneously in the factories and in 
the community; it is the only union to 
encourage 'popular culture’. At the 


present moment, the strength of the 
CNT movement cannot be measured by 
the posters which bear its symbol or by 
the number of membership cards. To 
judge it this way would be idiotic. It 
can only be assessed through its 
presence, through its participation in 
concrete practice. 

In Catalonia, 6 000 people pay 
subscriptions, but the movement in the 
urban districts extends far beyond this. 
In Madrid, there are not 25 000 CNT 
members, but 2 000. Now in San 
Sebastian de los Reyes [mass meeting 
mentioned last issue. Z.] there were 
25 000 people. It would be stupid to 
believe that these were only CNT 
members. The CNT works as ar 
autonomous movement rather than as 
a structured union—within the CNT 
there is of course a struggle between 
those who are for formal 
mechanisms and those who are for the 
CNT as it actually is. But it’s true to 
say that the CNT works mostly against 
its own structures. At the present time, 
the CNT is trying to define itself and is 
open to all initiatives for social 
revolution. We are confronting the 
movement with the interests of the 
‘Ateneos’. ‘Ateneo’ is the place of social 
and cultural activities formerly set up 
by the CNT and the whole libertarian 
movement for the workers in their 
communities. 

We are concerned with ecology. We 
are trying to provide an underlying 
structure, to be the co-ordinating force 
for all autonomous movements. But 
these movements are individually in a 
volatile state, and for this reason the 
CNT is maintaining its organisational 
framework. In La Roca for example, 
there were five solidarity committees 
with the CNT, over and above the 


imres |rree womenj ana tne district 
committees. There came a point when 
all these had to be cemented together. 
We evolve in accordance with the 
momehtum and the tempo of the 
autonomous movement. The established 
structure of the CNT and the 
autonomous movement are constantly 
confronting one another. On the other 


■■If it had not been for this thing, I might have 
lived out my life talking at street comers to 
scorning men. I might have die, unmarked, 
unknown, a failure. Now we are not a failure. This is 
our career and our triumph. Never in our full life 
can we hope to do such work for tolerance, for 
joostice, for man’s understanding of man, as now we 
do by accident. Our words—our lives—our pains- 
nothing! The taking of our lives....all! That last 
moment belongs to us—that agony is our triumph. 99 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti—statement 
after receiving sentence May 1927 


side, the modern counterculture 

movement has also affiliated itself to 
the CNT. So at the moment, the CNT is 
something rather diffuse and 
multi-faceted. Something which has no 

shaDe. The future nf the lihert^ri^n 


these dialectical confrontations between 
the rigid structure, the autonomous 
workers’ movement and the revolt 
against prevailing everyday life. 

Many people reject the CNT out of a 
prejudice for a classical CNT which they 
regard purely as a syndicalist structure. 
This structure will quickly disappear. 
There is a real CNT which cannot be 


pinned down because it has itself grown 
up in the ghettoes of the people. There 
is a CNT which is concerning itself with 
cultural problems and coming to terms 
with all modern movements and trends. 

The problems of the two CNT’s came 
out most strongly during the civil war. 
On one side was a CNT which attacked 
new problems, and on the other was the 
one absorbed with the bureaucracy 
syndrome. One sector concerned itself 
with revolution, the other with 
counter-revolution ... I have no one 
particular in mind when I say this. I am 
speaking about a phenomenon which 
has occurred in all revolutions. It is not 
the goals of those fighting which are 
being questioned here. 

BERGER: How strong is the CNT in 
Spain at the moment? 

EDO: It varies from region to region. 
Especially because of the great 
restrictions on freedom which still 
remain in most places. Political 
development elsewhere cannot be 
compared with what is happening at the 
moment in Catalonia. In Andalusia, 
Aragon and Castille people are still 
frightened. They don’t know what 
open stand they should take. It must 
be added that here is Barcelona we have 
seen demonstrations by workers and 
political movements with 100 to 150 
thousand people.'There were months 
when the Ramblas were under military 
occupation by the police. But now one 
can say that there are evenings, when 
around 10 o’clock on the Ramblas real 
anarchist zones come into being. 

□ Translation Romira Worvill. 

An account of the La Roca strike 
appears in the latest issue of Open Road. 


precipitating factor would be an 
initially conventional military 
confrontation between NATO and 
Warsaw Pact forces in Europe, which 
could easily escalate into a nuclear 
conflict. The U.S. is currently testing 
“mini-nukes”, 155 mm artillery shells 
with 1-10 kt fusion warheads. Fusion 
bombs produce more ‘hard’ radiation 
than the more usual fission bombs— 
giving a higher immediate kill—but leave 
very little fall-out. If such weapons 
were used, a full scale nuclear war 
would be effectively unavoidable. 

Given the available evidence, 
optimism for continued East/West 
peace seems misplaced. Military 


Spain:CNT organises 


technology is producing ever more 
effective weapons for fighting a nuclear 
war. Missile defence systems such as 
satellite-based high power lasers will be 
feasible within a few years. On the 
other hand, civil defence programmes 
such as fallout shelters or underground 
industrial installations are destabilising, 
as preparations for readiness for a 
nuclear war may well precipitate one. 

The only certain way to avoid nuclear 
war is total disarmament, though the 
improbability of this is obvious. It 
appears that there are only these two 
alternatives; a rejection of nuclear 
technology or a global nuclear war 
within the next thirty years □ J. White. 


Sono innocente/ Sacco and 
Vanzetti ~50th anniversary 

August 23 1927 immigrant Italian anarchists 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti electrocuted 
by the State of Maseachussetts following 
conviction on framed charges of murdering a 
shoe factory paymaster in South Braintree in a wave 
of anti radical hysteria. 
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Queen saves god 

GayNews, the national fortnightly issue-that there is stnui blasphemy I; 


Gay News, the national fortnightly 
paper for homosexuals (strong male 
bias) and its editor Denis Lemon were 
found guilty by a 10-2 majority verdict 
of blasphemous libel on July 12. It 
was the first such prosecution for 56 
years. Lemon was given a ninemonth 
suspended sentence and fined £500 
plus a proportion of the costs. Gay 
News was fined £1 000 plus the 
remaining costs. Lemon said he will 


issue—that there is still a blasphemy law 
which can be dragged out to energise 
Mary Whitehouse’s or anyones 
prejudices. 

The prosecution’s cross examination 
of character witnesses focussed on the 
stereotype of gays as corruptors, in 
spite of the earlier claim that 
homosexuality was not the issue. Line 
drawings of male homosexual 
lovemaking reproduced from a gay sex 



July 4. Picket outside Old Bailey during Gay News trial. 


manual were discussed. It is incredible 
that these should be mentioned at all— 
a quick comparison with the heterosex 
equivalent shows that heterosex rules. 
It’s not O.K. The judge hopes that ‘the 
pendulum of public opinion ... is 
swinging back to a more healthy 
climate’. The climate for gays? In the 
States Anita Bryant and her Kill a 
queer for Christ brigade are making 
political moves and dismantling 
non-discrimination legislation. In this 
country the age of consent still works 
against gay men. In Northern Ireland 
and Scotland sex between men is still 


illegal, Gays are being witch-hunted and 
harassed at work and in the streets 
(wherever we are). Lesbians are getting 
beaten up by gangs of men as they leave 
a disco in London. Lesbian mothers are 
having to face obscene custody cases. 

Mary Whitehouse, in spite of her 
claim that she wants no-one to be 
punished, clearly intended to bust Gay 
News through cost payments. Meanwhile 
Gay News fights back. Donations should 
be sent to Gay News Fighting Fund, 
la Normand Gardens, Greyhound Road, 
London W14 95B □ Margot Farnham. 
judyGreenway 


Anarchist feminist conference 


One weekend at the end of May, nearly 
a hundred women came to Camden 
Women’s centre in London for a con¬ 
ference on Anarchism and Feminism. 
This conference arose from two anarca- 
feminist workshops at this year’s 
National Women’s Liberation Confer¬ 
ence where many women expressed the 
necessity of establishing an anarchist- 
feminist current within the women’s 
movement, both for our own sense of 
solidarity and to develop our own 
theory and practice as part of the 
women’s movement. The conference 
also involved women who are more 
active in the anarchist movement. 

Over the weekend, we split into 
small groups to discuss many issues—the 


appeal. 

The prosecution was brought 
originally by Mary Whitehouse in 
reaction to the poem The Love That 
Dares To Speak Its Name (Gay News 
June 76), about a Roman centurion’s 
homosexual feelings for the dead 
Jesus. This was held to attack the 
Christian religion ‘beyond the bounds 
of decent controversy’ and was ‘likely 
to cause a breach of the peace’. 

The prosecution was taken over from 
Mary Whitehouse by the Crown. This 
point was accented by the prosecution 
lawyer—feeding into Jubilee hysteria? 

He asked the jury how they would feel 
if a member of the Royal family had 
been the subject of such a poem. He 
reminded them the case was now 
Queen v Gay News. 

At the end of Judge King-Hamilton’s 
summing up he told the jury to 
question their reaction to the poem— 

“If you read it to an audience of fellow 
Christians, could you do it without 
blushing?” Putting it in such a subjective 
way the judge managed to evade the 


The latest threat to the 1967 Abortion 
Act, the Benyon Bill, fell in Parliament 
on July 15th mainly because of lack of 
time. No doubt the Anti-Abortionists 
are planning new attacks for the next 
Parliamentary Session. One important 
thing the fight against Benyon has 
revealed is how inadequate NHS 
f^ities.for abortion are, and how 
dependent we are on the Charitable 
Clinics that were the main target of the 
Benyon Bill. The NHS has never fulfilled 
its responsibilities to provide a proper 
abortion service even under the limited 
1867 Act and recently has been getting 
even worse because of spending cuts 
and doctors’ attitudes. In 1958 65% of 


Socialist 

Challenge 

In June, the trotskyist International 
Marxist Group brought out the first 
issue of Socialist Challenge, the latest in 
the series of papers produced by the 
group which included Black Dwarf, 

Red Mole and lately Red Weekly. 

The IMG at the moment are aiming 
to establish agreement amongst the 
various “far-left" groupings! In doing 
so they have devoted pages in every 
issue of the new paper to a futile one¬ 
sided dialogue addressed to their main 
rivals, the Socialist Workers Party, who, 
understandably are quite happy 
building their own mass revolutionary 
vanguard party without getting them¬ 
selves involved in petty inter-group 
bartering and bickering. 

From the pages of SC one can glean 
the essential differences between their 
approach and that of the SWP. The SWP 
is now concentrating on building up 
their organisation as a party, with single 
no-argument formulae and packaged 
policies to “aid” the “rank & file” in 
their struggles. They, like the IMG, 
were hoping to benefit from the split in 
the CP. Ironically, this split has 
benefited no one but the CP itself 
which, slimmed at long last of its overtly 
pro Moscow fraction, is now rushing 
full tilt towards “Eurocommunism’’!!] 


Benyon bill fails 


all abortions were performed on the 
NHS; by 1975 this proportion was 
down to 48%. In one area of London, 
Brent, the number of NHS abortions has 
been halved in the two years 1973-5. 
One of the worst areas in the whole 
country is Birmingham where in 1975 
onjy about 1_0%_of wpmen who h,acL 
abortions were able to get them free on 
the NHS. This is why Birmingham has 
been chosen by NAC for its next 
national demonstration on October 29. 
To help raise support for this 
demonstration an Abortion Caravan is 
going to tour the country in October 
with Pirate Jenny’s abortion playQ 
Anne Hughes. 



first session involved a series of parallel 
workshops where everyone discussed the 
ideas of anarchism and libertarianism 
generally and their relationship to 
feminism, a theme that was central to 
the weekend. Other workshops 
included— Sexism in the anarchist move¬ 
ment, Spain (introduced by a woman 
from the CNT), Anarchism and the 
women’s liberation movement, Revolu¬ 
tionary feminism, Non-violence, 
Sexuality, Class, and Children (reports 
of some of these discussions arc in the 
Anarchist-Feminist newsletter). 

For many of us the most important 
thing that came from the conference 
was the sense of good feeling and trust. 

It was a very friendly atmosphere, the 
space allowed by the large rooms and 
gardens of Camden women’s centre, 
plus the dazzlingly sunny weather, all 
helped to stimulate spontaneous con¬ 
versations and workshop discussions. 

Clapperclaw, a feminist band, played 
and sang on the Saturday night; Bread 
and Roses supplied us with great food 
all over the weekend; and Rising Free 
with anarchist and feminist literature. 
The men and children in the creche 
seemed to enjoy themselves too. 

Many of us felt we were glimpsing 
freedom and how life could be when 
we achieve the society for which we 
are fighting □ Sharon. 


Zero 2. 


Benyon: Would he be so reactionary if it was him that got pregnant? 


This is the second issue of Zero, a 
new anarchist/anarca-feminist 
monthly produced by a mixed 
collective mainly from East London. 
Zero is looking for Streetsellers and 
also distributors in U.S.A., Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand. Contact us 
through Rising Free. 

Corrections: Mujere Libre translation 
was wrongly credited. Credit should 
have read: Translation Liz Willis. 
Sorry Liz. Marie Louise Berneri 
article: Last line column 2 should 
have read “The clarity and force of 
the anarchist position against the 
war quickly brought support from 
many antiwar individuals who 
thought out their position and 
recognised that there was no point 
in opposing war without opposing 
the economic situation which 
engendered it—capitalism—and the 
institution which organised it, the 
state.” Sorry Phillip. 

Production: Zero Collective. 01-555 
6287. c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper St., 
Islington, London N1. 

Typesetting: Bread ’n Roses 
01-485 4432. 

UK Distribution: Publications 
Distribution Co-op. 01-251 4976; 
Ferret Distribution 01-727 4712. 


Zero Benefit 

ZERO BENEFIT BOP dance to new 
up and coming band Heavy Skiffle 
7—11, Friday August 19th, 7 Dials 
Club, Shelton Street, WC2. Covent 
Garden Tube. Licensed. 80p (60p 
claimants). Be there! 
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Italy has about a million university 
students, a high proportion of them 
come from working class 
backgrounds, and more than six 
hundred thousand graduates looking 
for their first jobs. The Andreotti 
Government, backed by the Italian 

Communist Party (the one party 

Christian Democrat Government kept 

in office thanks only to outside 

support from the PCI) intends, with 
the help of the unions, to cut back the 
crowing numbers of university 
entrants with educational ‘reforms 
which would increase the length of 
university studies, restrict the number 
of courses open to students and put 
up the cost of studying. 

For some time now Italian youth and 
students have been living out a new 
situation reminiscent of May 68, 
responding militantly to the 
provocations of the trade union 

bureaucracies and the police. Once 

again the struggle is being carried out 
not by the recognised groups of the 


left, but by non-aligned groupings 
which have sprung up spontaneously 
in the recent months. Together these 
groupings, Autonomla Operate 
(autonomous workers), Circoll 
Giovaill, (youth circles), the 
Metropolitan Indiana and the 
autonomous feminist groups form a 
movement that represents a new wavi 
of autonomous struggle. Fernando 
Mir reports the assault on the poverty 
of Italian urban life. 

MILAN 

Milan Dec. 7 ’76. The city centre was a fortress dcfende 
by 5 000 policemen, plus the special anti-terrorist 
brigades; an unprecedented display of force. The object 
was to defend the opening night of “Othello’' at La 
Scala. (In 1968 a thousand students outside La Scala 
bombarded the elegantly dressed patrons with rotten 
eggs ) This time the protestors were the “Proletarian 
Youth Circles” who were provoked by the fact that the 
same people who were calling for sacrifice upon sacrific 
to save the Italian economy had paid astronomical sum; 

100 000 lire per ticket) to attend the opera. 

A similar action had taken place on October 31, wne 
six hundred members of the “Proletarian Youth Circles 
seized a packet of 2 500 lire tickets for a cinema shown 
Bernardo Bertolucci’s “1900” and sold them at the 
political price of 500 lire. The activities of Autonomia 
*-»—nrit'anI caH “m-annroDriations” at the 




















expense of large supermarkets, shops and cafes in the city 
centre, had a greater impact. The following week groups 
from the outskirts of Milan and its dormitory suburbs 
decided on joint action. On Sunday November 7, 3 000 
people had descended on the Piazza Vetra, Milan, taking 
the police, who were prepared for a routine operation, 
completely by surprise. Bursting into four cinemas, they 
soon mounted a demonstration some 4 000 strong. 
Following this, a price reduction was proposed for 
matinee performances. This response was a new 
demonstration, this time involving 52 of Milan’s "youth 
circles”, with their banners decorated with garish colours 
and drawings, the Apache emblem (a hatchet) in the 
forefront, flags, guitars, the pink and flowered flags of the 
feminist and gay groups. 

The movement is contradictory, apparently 
heterogeneous, made up of young people who “want to 
meet together” and who reject both the traditional left 
and the mimicry of the extreme left. 

The autonomous elements fought back in the assemblies 
asserting their real needs, their desire for a better life, the 
importance of occupying houses, the refusal to sign away 
their whole lives for a wage. “We are coming out of the 
ghetto. We shall reconquer the city.” Assemblies inside 
and outside the university, spontaneous festivities, 
occupation of the railway station . . . “Enough of 
patience; from now on we shall be violent.” 

The assembly turned into a festival, the festival turned 
into an itinerant assembly. Murals began to appear, 
theatre in the streets, actions of all types. 

And off the campus the new police force, i.e. the union 
marshalls, let rip at anything smacking of “autonomy”, 
long hair, beards, colourful or untidy clothes, army 
surplus bags, etc.. 

Feb 17 ’ll. 50 000 young people come out on the 
streets to demonstrate their refusal to accept any “historic 
compromise”, any bureaucratic mediation as a solution to 
their problems: unemployment, the yearning for a free 


means organising humanity. The destruction which the 
Metropolitan Indians are preaching is nothing but 
selfdefence, a defence against the outside world. . . ” 

The autonomous groups formed by ex-members of the 
tiny leftist parlies express themselves like this former 
militant of Lotta Continua [Continuous Struggle. 
Extra-parliamentary left group with politics similar to Big 
Flame. 1" I hose who call us apolitical make me laugh. 
Politics no longer exists, if it ever did. What does the PCI. 
mean to me? I wouldn’t have thrown bricks at Lama on 
Thursday February 17. I wouldjtave climbed up on the 
platform, taken him in my arms and kissed him. They • 
were looking for a fight. Bricks are what they wanted. A 
passionate kiss would have destroyed him. That's w'hat we 
have to do, destroy the whole thing without being afraid 
of our own madness ...” 

A woman from the autonomous Feminist groups: 
“During the last few years of long hard struggles against 
the male state we have learned to make no distinction 
between work and sex. The selfhelp we have been 
practising for some time now has led us to refuse, once 
and for all, the idea that anyone' or any group should be 
the compulsory mediators of our daily work. We women 
are the foremost outcasts of this shitty society. We chose 
to fight alone, or almost, for abortion, for women’s control 
of abortion, to force doctors not to refuse to perform 
abortions for so-called reasons of conscience, etc. ... At 
the same time, I reject the label of woman-mother, which 
simply boils down to double exploitation of women—of 
reproductive woman, who provides society with its labour 
force, and of supposedly emancipated woman, whose task 
it is to create a situation where women are no longer the 
principal outcasts. That’s why I am taking part in this 
movement, as a woman and also as one of the unemployed, 
with the obligation of*not submitting to the black-labour 
market ... I feel optimistic: May ’68 was the revolution 
of the privileged, the sons of well-to-do parents. February 
’77, on the other hand, is mainly the revolt of the 


ROHE 

After the expulsion of the communist Lama from the 
university, the Rome movement proclaimed: “We have 
hunted down General Lama, but this will not be our 
Little Big Horn.” The Minister of the Interior, following 
the Indian terminology, had this to say: “We shall not 
allow our country to be turned into the Wild West. The 
university shall not become a stronghold of 
Metropolitan Indians, freaks and hippies.” 

The whole movement reveals a desire to “transform i 
life” and at the same time a certain despair that we see in ] 
the emergence of the Metropolitan Indians. “The Indian 
thing is a pretext,” says a student with fantastically painted 
skin, “by tomorrow we shall have disappeared or split up 
into a thousand tribes. Never mind. The important thing 
is that within the movement there is less talk, less ideology, 
more truth, a new form of political activity and, finally, 
new kinds of inter-personal relations.” 

MANIFESTO OF THE METROPOLITAN 
INDIANS 

We demand: 

The abolition of borstals (as a step on the way to the 
abolition of all prisons). 

The requisition of all empty buildings for the 
establishment of youth centres and communal alternatives 
to family life. 

Public funds to be made available for the financing of 
alternative drug rehabilitation centres and all 
independently^un cultural organisations. 

The reduction ofliHrmslrefHfefr^^ cin ema, 

theatre, and all other cultural establishmenTTWalevek- ... 
determined by the youth movement. 

The total decriminalisation, irrespective of misuse, of 
marijuana, mescalin and LSD, including their distribution, 
;use and development by the movement. 
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life, the rejection of all forms of .authority, etc.. Indians^ _ 
homosexuals, unemployed, autonomous group*- Here, 
then, is a difference between the young people of May ’68 
and the Metropolitan Indians, the feminists and the 
ex-militants of the leftist groups. The former were the 
beginning of a quantitative and qualitative renewal of the 
revolutionary movement; they took the first steps, and 
.they saw in Cohn-Bendit and others the spokesmen of 
the revolution. Today, the fringe groups of 1977, the 
homosexuals, the feminists, the unemployed, the 
autonomous groups; the anarchists, have no 
representatives. They have sometimes even gone so far as 
to forbid any comrade to give interviews or speak on 
behalf of the movement. The movement must find its 
expression only in the assemblies and in the streets, 
through the different and equally important voices of all 
who have something to say. No bureaucracy, not even 
symbolic. No vanguard, just autonomous action. 

These groups are impregnated with the practice of 
direct action and libertarian ideas, but this docs not define 
them exactly. Nor do the groups themselves feel the need 
for a precise definition beyond the expression of 
originality in word and action. Listen to one of the 
Metropolitan Indians who made themselves felt last 
winter in Milan by taking the bourgeoisie to task in the 
famous Milanese arcades: 

“Our aim is to destroy the world of serious politics, 
which has nothing to do with life and happiness. We are 
tired of intoning ‘workers power’ when nobody want*; to 
give power to the workers. Thursday in the university of 
Rome, the PCI militants agreed to protect Lama [General 
Secretary of the Generale Italiana Dilavoro, communist 
controlled trade union confederation) because he told 
them there would be some fascists for them to beat up. 

But when they heard our slogans they began to smile. 
Inspite of Lama they are still human beings. That’s why 
we fake slogans, to show people that a slogan is nothing 
but empty words, no more than a noise. It can help us 
laugh together and help towards changing political activity 
social life. It’s no longer enough to stand up and be 
counted—we need to sing . . . We want jobs fit for human 
beings, neither alienating nor badly paid. Jobs that leave 
us time to play and be together. Wc want houses for all, 
open houses, spacious houses, without anxieties or 
families. I belong to the lower middle class, a new class 
which is to the middle class what the sub-proletariat is to 
the working class. My father is a minor civil servant; I am 
a man who is desperate ... We want a society that builds 
houses, not churches; doctors that prevent illness rather 
than cure it; workers who are craftsmen, artisans, 
co-operatives instead of factories ... I don’t like disorder 
but I know that it’s inevitable, that it’s the only way of 
living like a human being in a society in which order 


MMniRiMin 

desperate, the unemployed.-oTlodav arid tomorrow tfie j'tfc 



n4tf\vifl comlh ue, I am sure, even if it 

takes time to change things.” 

After the death of Francesco Lorusso [Lotta Continua 
militant shot by police in demonstration March 1 11 
Bologna was in a state of siege. On Saturday March 12, a 
police station was attacked in Turin and 4 000 people 
demonstrated in the streets. In Milan, an explosive device 


The. abolition of the age of majority so that all children 
that want to leave home are free to do so, even if they can 
only crawl. 

The immediate release of all animals from flats and cages. 
The destruction of zoos and the right of captive animals 
to return to their homelands. 


went off in a carabineri barracks. On the same day 10 000 I The destruction of the Altar of the Fatherland [a 


demonstrators took to the streets of Milan and Molotov 
cocktails were thrown. At Milan university, as in other 
faculties throughout Italy, the break between the 
communist youth and the extreme left was already quite 
clear on the Friday. Saturday’s demonstration was 


monument in Romel and its replacement with every kind 
of vegetation with space for animals and a lake for swans, 
ducks, frogs and fish. 

The peoples assembly proposes to organise, starting in the 


clear on the Friday. Saturday s demonstration was community, anti-family militias to free young people, 

violently ant.-PCI and anti-union. Typical slogans chanted . „ ' jr| , from patriarchal tyranny. The 


by the demonstrators were: “Sacrifice yourself Lama, we 
don’t feel like sacrifices.” “The PCI with the bosses that’s 
real provocation.” 


especially girls, from patriarchal tyranny. The 
Metropolitan Indians call upon all creative young people 
to organise a national happening of the young proletariat 
for the beginning of spring. 


MANIFESTO OF THE YOUTH CIRCLES A pp RO ACHING DRUMBEATS 


(Adopted at the National Congress) “What we do: react 
against revisionist temptations, carry out occupations and 
self-reduction of prices in cinemas; fight against heroin, 
oppose bourgeois culture, denounce youth unemployment 
black market labour and over-exploitation of marginal 
labour. 


The sound of the tom-tom has reached our ears at last. All 
the violence of our opposition to a world, a society 
encountered ready made that is constantly on our backs, 
is now erupting. “Not a revolution, you majesty, a 
mutation”. A mutation that is finding its full expression in 
a moment of lucidity. Today we are violent, just as at 


What we want: more creativity at the workplace and in Qlhcr times wc werc sj | ent detractors of a game that had 


the working-class districts, a more energetic critique of 
old style militarism, the satisfaction of our need to be 
something, of our desire to redeem our role. The tribe of 
the outcasts, freaks and young proletarians of all Italy is 
advancing on Milan. 

Two days of play, discussions,music etc. ... the thirst 
for life, for a total exchange of experiences. We danced 
long around the great totem pole during the season of the 
strawberries. We have crossed the green prairies, we saw 
the great mountains, we have travelled the paths without 
rest until at last we came upon the great salt lake in the 
seasons of the hots colours. 

Now the rainy season has come, the rain that blurs the 
colours. We need warmth; we need to remain together to 
live in happiness during the cold season. 

The greycoats [policel have denied us everything. They 
pursue us with their cold eyes. They wish to engulf us in 
the chaos of this city. They open their huge pig jowls to 
' swallow us up in their rotten ghettoridden guts. 

But the wind of our despair will blow ceaselessly in the 
greycoats’ ears. Our wrath will rattle their tin-can brains. 
Their terror will take on the colours of our tenderness. 
Their disdain will increase our forces; their presumption 
will destroy them. WE have dug up the hatchet. 

Never again shall we smoke the pipe of peace with the 
greycoats.” 


nothing to do with our real lives. Suddenly we have 
discovered that we are many. We know that our strength 
is nothing in the struggle to change a whole society. 
Sometimes the only way out is to head for a new promised 
land. Nevertheless, we love our cities. Enough to think of 
creating our nation in a city that makes us outcasts, in a 
few houses on a single block. .. 

We were hippies, or we felt ourselves their brothers at a 
given moment. We dreamt of California and the flowers, 
the groups, their life, until the system put it all on the 
market. We felt with the events of ’68, and we imagined 
the barricades in our own streets. We put on war paint and 
gave free rein to our emotions and vibrated with our 
Italian ’77. And we saw everything go under. We saw that 
once again the game was too strong for us to resist 
assimilation. We had despaired once again at the thought 
that Italy ’ll had been yet another failure. But we were 
filled with joy in the end, when we realised that Italy ’ll 
was, yet again with the cry of a people that will never be 
assimilated, whatever tricks the system may employ. 

We raise our banner, and a single slogan remains 
engraved on our hearts:-“LET NO ONE PREVENT US 
FROM BEING OURSELVES”D Ajoblanco 22. Translated 
Barry Smerin. 
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When the music’s over: 

OZ and the underground. Recouperated..or upstaged ? 


Oz slipped quietly out of our lives in the winter of 
1973 and, sadly, no real successor has emerged to fill 
the yawning gap it left. It was unique in its approach 
to graphic art, and both its art and its politics were 
relentlessly experimental, frequently both astonishing 
-nd infuriating its readers with flexible, often 
contradictory and confusing aims and ideas. The 
remarkable freedom given to contributors gave it a 
bewildering mixture of widely differing subjects and 
views, complemeted (and sometimes obscured) by 
breathtaking artwork. 


So what went wrong, then, and why did Oz come to 
such an untimely and anti-climactic end? David 
Widgery and Richard Neville both wrote several pieces 
on this theme before the final issue, in which 
Widgery mourned the death of the underground 
movement, having written the obituary for Oz in a 
previous issue. He starts by asking how “erstwhile 
rebels . .. become sheepfarmers, stalinists, senior 
lecturers in deviant sociology, recluses, rock-writers, 
commercial radio hacks”, the question perhaps 
prompted by the frantic (and successful) forays into 
the underground press at that time by the established 
music papers, and the newly formed local and 
commercial radio stations to absorb as many 
disillusioned writers as they could tempt, with fat 
salaries. The continual strain of carrying on in the face 
of this and the open hostility towards Oz displayed by 
almost all the rest of the press, and desperate financial 
•traits meant, as Widgery points out, that the quality 


of many papers fell, and the cynicism of many writers 
grew, at a time when larger numbers of people were 
beginning to show interest. The gossip-column 
hackishness of Fleet St. superceded the idealism of the 
late sixties, and the revolutionary artwork was gradually 
replaced by more and more full-page ads for record 
companies. George Melly had said at Oz’s trial (in 
lune-July 1971) that he’d called his book ’Revolt • 

Into Style’ because, as he saw it, each popculture began 
as a revolt which was seized upon by entrepreneurs, 
packaged and turned into ‘style’. Charles Shaar Murray, 
writing in the Schoolkid’s Oz (which was the excuse 
for the trial) made much the same point, i.e. that once 
the media found that it couldn’t ignore the music of 
the underground, the next step is ’take it over, package 
it, sell it back to itself’. This works very well: 
“Capitalism is alive and well—thanks to us ... . what 
can you do with your street-fighting ideals if the very . 
people you want to fight against can package 
street-fighting, put it into posters, records and books 
and sell it back to you at enormous profits?” Widgery 
argues that the underground was smashed by the forces 
it had defied because, by 1968, it couldn’t be “laughed 
at or ignored or patronised any longer”, and the lengthy 
series of raids, seizures of material and general 
harassment by the police, up to and including the 
eventual trial showed quite clearly that Oz had caused 
considerable panic among certain sections of society. 

Its anti-authoritarian stance, its questioning of the 
work ethic and its often sensationalised and 
exaggerated sexual content meant that Oz stood on one 


side of what Richard Neville called the culture gap, 
which was much more than a simple generation gap. 
Those who were quick to attack Oz were often 
motivated by fear, stemming from a complete inability 
to understand what was going on. To the Fleet St. 
papers, Oz was just a more offensive than usual piece 
of porn, and the obvious point about pornography, so 
obvious that the Longfords and the Whitehouses etc. 
can’t see it, is that in itself, it presents little threat to 
capitalism. It is an eminently saleable commodity; why 
shouldn’t capitalists sell sexuality itself if they can use 
sex to sell practically anything else they want us to 
buy 7 Thus the porn industry flourishes with the 
co-operation of the law, and publications dealing with 
sex are rarely prosecuted for that reason alone. It is 
when they can be seen to have progressed from mere 
sensation towards forms of social satire, and actually 
ask questions about the nature of sexuality, morality 
and the law that the forces of law and order invoke 
their best vintage bullshit about protecting us all from 
depravity and guarding public morals against 
corruption. As Richard Neville explained at the trial, 
Oz and its readers had had enough of the powerful 
interests which controlled the media, whether it be for 
political or financial ends. Oz sought to provide a voice 
for people with new things to say and nowhere to say 
them. The intention was to mirror a changing way of 
life all over the world, giving a platform to the 
"socially impotent” whose struggles were denied 
legitimacy-homosexuals, children, women, blacks, 
the poor, the third world, clinically-defined psychotics 
and “erotic minorities' 




Richard Neville, Jim Anderson, Felix Dennis. Where are they now? Answers on page 10. 













critique wasn’t able to gloss .over the glaring defects 
shown in the left’s own analysis. It barely concealed, 
moreover, the fact that in a society controlled by such 
organisations, Oz and the like would be among the first 
to be suppressed. “Revolutionary socialism”, Widgery 
argues, “is profoundly libertarian and concerned with 
the totality of working class life.” Therefore, he 
believes that a magazine like Oz has to be firmly 
anchored in working class politics, although he admits 
the “crab-wise progress of socialism in our time, 
particularly the defeat of the revolutionary movement 
in Russia in the twenties.” The real problem is that 
“revolutionary” socialism has always defeated itself 
because its struggles have usually been confined to 
relatively narrow issues and ignored issues which simply 
cannot be ignored. A purely class analysis doesn’t ask 
enough questions about the totality of our Hves as 
obedient consumers of both goods and ideology. It 
was perhaps possible, for those that recognised this, to 
escape the socialist tradition, and Oz at its best 
represented precisely that escape; a voice for those with 
the temerity to demand a say in the running of all 
aspects of their lives. For a while, it seemed that the 
revolution was going to be fun after all. However, fun 
wasn’t a concept recognised by the law or the left. A 
revolution for fun means a revolution for a new way of 
living without wage-slavery, without domination and 
exploitation, where human beings can choose to live 
together, without coercion, in free co-operation, having 
full control over their lives and their environment. Such 
a vision is inevitably at odds with the left because there 
is no mention of a centralised organisational hierarchy, 
and, for the left, revolution has always been about 
authority and control. The party elite rules; strategy is 
dictated from above and those below had better 
respond with disciplined obedience. On no account 
must we organise ourselves, or act directly and 
spontaneously. Above all, we shall not enjoy ourselves. 
How much real difference is there between this kind of 
authority and the attitide of Judge Argyle in banning 
laughter from his court? The absurd and unreal world 
where, every so often, as Richard Neville puts it, 
everyone bows to the leading man, functions in 
precisely the same way whoever controls it, and has no 
place in any truly free society. 


futile. So, too, was Neville’s appeal to the jury to help 
bridge the culture gap with their verdict; to try to show 
that some people were prepared to listen to new ideas 
and values. In fact, the case demonstrated that 
authority merely paid lip-service to such ideas as “free 
speech” and “fairplay”, and was certainly not prepared 
to act on such notions if it didn’t suit its purposes. 

The police had taken on an explicitly political role in 
an area where it was, quite rightly, considered that it 
would be comparatively easy to secure conviction, and 
at the same time, provide an opportunity for the police 
to gain experience and enlarge their files. Subsequent 
events, involving the Conspiracy laws, the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act and the Official Secrets Act have 
shown that the powers of the police are gradually being 
increased in an effort to instigate greater political 
control over dissenting groups, both in terms of their 
propaganda and their activities. The attacks on Oz and 
the underground press can perhaps be interpreted as 
the early stages in the creation of a climate in which 
censorship, detention without trial, deportation, 
restriction of movement, police harassment and 
invasion of privacy and civil liberties are regarded as 
normal and acceptable aspects of law enforcement. 

Oz’s concern with what was really happening meant 
that it stood against the traditional left as well as the 
right. Its politics of everyday life which questioned the 
work ethic, hierarchy and power was closer to 
anarchism, and its often naively enthusiastic approach 
attacked the sterile dogmatism and arrogant 
self-righteousness of the left just as vociferously as it 
condemned the brutality of everyday life in the 
capitalist state. For anarchists, Oz was important 
because it raised issues scarcely recognised by the rest 
of the left. It’s difficult to imagine any Trotskyist 
group campaigning on behalf of Richard Neville s 
“erotic minorities”, or children’s rights. At best, the 
left dismissed Oz as irrelevant, and at worst, condemned 
it as “bourgeois degeneracy”. Indeed, the left’s 
obsession with the horrors of sex, drugs and mysticism 
was hardly different from the crass over-reaction of the 
hysterical right, and such a completely inadequate 


Left and right were unanimous in men 
condemnation of the sexual content of Oz. For the 
right it was just the excuse needed to launch an attack. 
For the left it was just a symbol of its supposed 
degeneracy, and nowhere did their condemnation 
touch on its deep sexism. In fact the best criticism of 
and David 

complete 

ity to deal with women’s liberation.” It was not 

enough to condemn repression and hypocrisy, and 
bring sexuality out into the open, if the new sexual 
revolution was only going to be a resurrection of the 
old confidence trick of “free love” whereby women 
were expected (by men) to assert their “freedom” to 
reject their formally passive sexuality and yet still 
continue to fulfil a role designated for them by men. 
Just as straight left politics concentrates on class 
analysis and pays scant attention to oppression of all 
women, whatever their social position, so Oz and the 
undergrouns failed to understand that genuine sexual 
revolution would have to mean the end of 
maledomination in all sexual, social and political 
situations. Revolution has always been seen by men as 
being man’s domain, and has consequently always been 
defined in terms of male sexuality, women being 
relegated to a secondary role of “companion” to offer 
support and loyalty to their master. The imagery of 
revolution, whether in posters of Che, the romanticised 
machismo of the guerilla, or the crash-helmeted heavy 
militants of the sixties “new" left, has reinforced 
male-supremacist notions and masculine definitions of 
“the rebel” and this firmly established sexist tradition 
in left wing politics has contributed to the continued 
enslavement of women by men. Oz, although unable 
to escape this concept of male dominated politics, 
published many articles which made most of the above 
points. True to its contradictory nature, it managed to 
combine such critiques with outrageous sexism in the 
form of advertising from the recording industry, 
straight profiteering pornography organisations and 
articles and illustrations which treated women in much 
the same way as Playboy. It’s all too easy to see how 
Oz and the underground made mistakes and that 
fundamental issues were bot being adequately dealt 
with. Once this was realised it was time to stop, 
re-think, and start again. Trouble is, having stopped, 
nobody’s got any further, and Oz, the underground 
(whatever it was or wasn’t), the events of May ’68 and 
the all too brief hope all of those things offered us has 
very suddenly become another piece of history, and 
another set of mistakes that we can (we hope) learn 
from. Perhaps Angelo QuattFOchi summed it up in his 
piece on the situationists (Oz 20): “The myriads of 
desire not fulfilled, the thousand desires sparked by 
daily frustration, fill our air with a lethal mixture 
which slowly assassinates the acquiescent. The rebel 
chokes, his cough is the only sign of life in the thick 
smog.” Pity about the masculine pronoun . . . I.T. take 
note Geoff Ingarfield 




What was actually happening was that the obscenity 
laws were being used to stifle “inconvenient” 
expressions of dissent; such a disguised form of 
political censorship was necessary in order to neutralise 
potential subversion, with the support of the public. 

At the trial, the prosecution eagerly seized upon the 
various items dealing with sex and drugs, successfully 
appealing to the deep-rooted prejudices of the press, 
the public and the jury. As John Mortimer, (Q.C. for 
Felix Dennis and Jim Anderson) said in court, our 
society allows free debate but when the issues of sex 
and drugs are raised, “then a curious lack of logic 
starts to cloud the mind; deep personal emotions 
become involved and an instinct seems to rise up that 
discussion should be stifled.” Richard Neville 
attempted, throughout the trial, to deal with what was 
really happening, but in the face of such an irrational 
denial of real ity, this proved to be impossible. The 

J udge and the prosecufTofl would not even concede^ _ 

the relevance of the very issues which, Neville and 
Mortimer had argued, were centra! to the case, i.e. the 
right to free dissent; the erosion of our freedoms and 
the fact that the implications of the prosecution 
affected everyone, in that everyone’s right to free 
discussion was at stake. Judge Argylle informed teh 
jury that these arguments were not what the case was 
about at all: “. .. Mr. Neville’s opening speech. Alas, 
so much of it missed the point. Most of it had nothing 
to do with the issues that we have to consider . . . this 
is not a political prosecution.” 

The court was clearly in another world. In Richard 
Neville’s words it was like going back in time “to a 
wonderland of wigs and starched collars, of liveried 
courtiers and secret passageways . . . and people talked 
as though the outside world stood still. And most of 
what went on in that world, moreover, was probably 
irrelevant.” By the end of the trial it must have been 
clear to the defendents that any attempts to relate the 
prosecution of Oz to the infringements on our freedom 
made by the Industrial Relations Bill and the Misuse of 
Drugs Bill (both being pushed through at the time by 
the Tory government) in such an atmosphere was 




ZERO 2. August '77. Page 9 

















ZERO 2. August '77. Page 10 


>r» 


ANARCHISTS IN 
ANDALUSIA 1868-1903. 
By Temma Kaplan. 

(Pri nceton £6.00) 


This is a substantial and useful addition 
to Temma Kaplan’s work on anarchism 
in Spain, maintaining high standards of 
research and analysis. It contains much 
detailed information, and provides 
evidence to counter some of the 
assumptions some of us may hold about 
the movement in late 19th-century 
Andalusia. 

Rejecting both the views that the 
anarchists were all backward peasants, 
or alternatively urban-dwelling landless 
labourers, she shows us a mixture 
ranging from the poorest, to petty- 
bourgeois and peasant proprietors, 
ranged against the government and big 
bourgeoisie, and embodying an element 
of class struggle in their own ranks. The 
geographical background is filled in 
with a thorough account of the 
dominant sherry industry. 

Anarchist ideas were brought to 
Spain in the wake of the setting-up of 
the I.W.M.A. in 1864, but the 
principles of Bakunin’s Alliance rather 
than those of the International were 
the ones taught to Spaniards. In 
discussing the differences between 
them, Temma Kaplan does not spare 
Bakunin from criticism: "He and his 
political followers had principled 
objections to mass politics without the 
guiding hand of a political and 
intellectual elite” and he “was 

>iracy” (p.72). 




bodies established in Spain were not 

without their problems of elitism but 
as well as describing the various debates 
and splits, T.K. makes the point that tht 
grass-roots movement quite quickly 
became integrated with the community, 
through women’s sections, libraries, 
schools, etc. It was this “chameleon¬ 
like non-structure merging with local 
working class culture” that enabled it 
to survive in periods of severe 
repression. 

Local anarchists working to create a 
popular movement based on sections 
and trades unions became divorced 
from the Bakuninist leaders, allied with 
the intransigent wing of the Republicans, 
whose politics were insurrectionary, but 
in the period 1868-73 they were united 
in struggle against the Spanish state. This 
first phase culminated in the 33-day 
anarchist revolution in Sanlucar de 
Barrameda which improvised a commune 
and provided a model for subsequent 
attempts. 

Despite the ensuing repression, 
provocation and counter-democratic 
clandestinity, the “associational life” 
of the movement remained strong. Yet 
this community base was itself an 
element in one of the most significant 
controversies among libertarians in the 
’80s: the question of methods and 
priorities as between workers, on the 
one hand, and the poor community on 
the other. “The challenge to anarchism 
in Andalusia was to organize those who 
were working while, simultaneously, 
winning solidarity from masses of 
women and the unemployed” (p.135). 
Anarcho-collectivism, emphasising 
ownership and control by individual 
unions, tended to attract the most 
skilled, while anarcho-communists 
attacked their “bourgeois” notions. The 
“ideological class war” was eventually 
resolved by the development of anarcho- 
syndicalism—but it would be interesting 
to see how the old debate influenced 
the organisation of collectives in 
1936-7. 


Considerations of space preclude 


more than a mention here of the 
Harvest Strike of 1883, involving 
Portuguese migrants in impressive solid¬ 
arity; the abortive Jerez Insurrection of 
1892; wholesale repression, terrorism, 
and the perpetuation of anarchist 
organisation of the community by such 
means as mutual aid societies. In 1902- 
3 strikes were widespread; sections were 
dissolved and centres closed, but 
decentralisation again proved a source 
of strength. It was the famine of 
1904-6 which added weight to other 
difficulties and forced anarchism under¬ 
ground for a decade. It was not, of 
course, dead. 

In conclusion, T.K. describes the 
strength of anarchism in this time and 
place as lying in the merger of 
communal and militant trade-union 
traditions. The last chapter, 
"Spontaneity and Millenarianism” 
makes the points that spontaneity 
meant maximum autonomy not lack of 
organisation, and that the movement 
was not a quasi-religious primitive- 
peasant mania (despite such oddities as 
the baptismal initiation of infants into 
anarchism) but a reasonable response 
to the social situation, its strategy and 
tactics “rational and effective”. 

Supplied with numerous Tables as 
well as Bibliography and Index, this 
study could itself be described as both 
rational and effective, and is well worth 
ordering from a library if you can’t 
afford to buy it DLiz Willis. 


ANARCHISTS IN THE 
SPANISH REVOLUTION 


mem 


On the 27th of June a hundred 
people gathered together in London to 
discuss “What is the C.N.T.?” Whilst in 
many ways the new C.N.T. that is 
emerging is quite different to that of 
the twenties and thirties (e.g. the debate 
about sexual freedom), it can best be 
understood in the light of its history. 
The translation of Pierats’ book enables 
English readers to learn that history. 

The book covers the development of 
anarchism from the first International 
to the present day, though it only 
discusses in detail the movement from 
the establishment of the C.N.T. in 1910 
to the victory of Franco. In the early 
years, the anarchists were at the 
forefront of the resistance to Riviera’s 
despotic regime. When the republic 
was declared they still had to deal with 
the repression meted out by the 
republicans and socialists. In these 
turbulent years there were several 
unsuccessful uprisings. However when 
the army rebelled under Franco, the 
spontaneous actions of the workers 
were gradually turned into support for 
the republic. Faced with the prospect 
of a Fascist takeover the C.N.T. sided 
with the legitimate authorities 
considering them the lesser of two evils. 
With hindsight it is easy to question this 
decision. It is sad to read how the 
achievements of the collectives and 
appropriations were gradually _ 
undermined so that the revolution was 
soundly defeated by,principally,the 
Spanish Communist Party before 
Franco had taken the whole of Spain. 
The pathetic complaints of the C.N.T. 
officials following the massacre of 
anarchist militants in May 1937 
illustrate the dangers of government 
collaboration. Whilst the republican 
assault guards were shooting anarchists 
in Barcelona, the C.N.T. did its best to 
stop any resistance. From that time on 
their influence waned. Anarchists were 
weeded out of the republican military, 
either through legal means or shot in 
cold blood. The C.N.T. did little to try 


and stop the tortures and imprisonments 
by the communist parties secret police. 

With the re-emergence of the C.N.T. 
it is important that the lessons of its 
previous failures are learnt. It is more a 
question of how to deal with those 
parties that claim to be revolutionary, 
such as the communist party, than how 
to defeat fascism. “NEVER IN 
HISTORY has any government, "leftist” 
or otherwise, fulfilled the needs of the 
working classes.” (C.N.T. leaflet June 
1977). There is much to be learnt from 
Spanish history—there are lessons for us 
all whatever country we are in. THough 
the world has changed a lot in the last 
forty years, revolutionaries in all 
countries will be faced by the leftist 
parties who will try and divert the 
revolution back into reformed 
capitalism. This book can help us 
prepare for these dangersQ FB 


POLAND: 1970-71 
CAPITALISM AND CLASS 
STRUGGLE.(Black and Red 


90p) 



Although its subject matter is events 
which took place 7 years ago this book, 
which is a translation of the major part 
of a work originally published by the 
French group Informations 
Correspondances Ouvrieres, is most 
timely. In a period when the monolithic 
edifice that was the Eastern Bloc is 
beginning to crumble, an understanding 
of the Polish strikes and demonstrations 
of late 1970 _i§_essential to an 
understandingof the revolutionary 
drama which is unfolding in that bloc. 

The book divides into 2 parts: the 
first part is a vivid and exciting 
description of the workers’ response in 
the Baltic ports of Gdansk, Gdynia and 
elsewhere in Poland to the imposition 
of massive increases in the price of food. 
Coming as they did just before 
Christmas, these price rises were a 
masterpiece of bureaucratic stupidity— 
the product of a crisis ridden economy, 
an economy dominated by the interests 
of Soviet state capitalism. To add insult 
to injury, the prices of a number of 
items such as TV sets which only 
bureaucrats can afford, were reduced. 
Having no other means of expression, 
the workers’ anger exploded into strike: 
and demonstrations. 

In Gdansk, shipyard workers elected 
a delegation which went to discuss the 
price rises with the local Party 
bureaucracy. The delegates were 
arrested. The following morning the 
workers took to the streets. Marching 
to the tunes of the Internationale and 
the Hymn of the People’s Guards, they 
made their way to the Party offices to 
demand the release of their arrested 
comrades. 


Here revolutionary sociologists 
should note that the workers attempted 
to involve students from the 
Polytechnics. The students did not 
respond. Fighting broke out on the 
afternoon of December 14 when police 
attempted to stop workers reaching 
Party headquarters. Taking hold of 
stones, bolts, lead pipes, chains, 
whatever came to hand, the workers 
fought back. The police retreated. 
Buildings symbolic of the power and 
privilege of the Party were set on fire. 
Police cars were captured and thrown 
off a bridge onto a railway line. Bottles 
and alcohol were seized to make 
molotov cocktails. Hoardings and 
Christmas trees were used to make 
bonfires in the streets, fire engines sent 
to put them out were added to the 
conflagration. Buses were also set 
ablaze 

Shops were looted, workers taking 
furs, oranges, wines, items of 
conspicuous consumption which 
normally they could only dream of. 

The bureaucratic expropriators were 
being expropriated with a vengeance. 

The workers were acting for themselves 
and themselves alone. 

To.quote the book: “The workers 
self-organisation in a nation wide 
struggle convincingly refutes those who 
hold that the working class can only 
remain at the stage of blind rebellion 
without the participation of “heads”, 
of an “elite” and a section of the forces 
of order. Their isolation from other 
classes forced the workers to organize 
themselves. Poland in 1971 provides an 
example of development from the 
ground up and according to the ; 
requirements of the struggle. This 
example is all the more “pure” because 
intervention by any party, union or 
group was impossible; they had been 
ruthlessly eliminated by the “workers’ 
party” which embodied the repressive 
system in all its rigidity.” 

Part 2 of the book clearly shows how 
the bureaucracy recuperated the working 
class back into the structure of official 
society. This was achieved by a clever 
mixture of stick (the use of troops who 
opened fire on the workers, arrests and 
imprisonment, the threat of Soviet 
intervention) and carrot (promises to 
rescind the price rises and increase 
wages, the distribution of a bonus, talk 
of “workers’ participation”) at the same 
time, seizing opportunity in both hands, 
the technocratic, economist faction of 
Gierek in alliance with the stalinist, 
ultra-nationalist group of Moczar pushed 
pushed itself into power, ousting the 
discredited Gomulka who had himself 
ridden to power on the revolutionary 
wave of 1956. 

The translators’ postscript bears 
witness to the fact that the events of 
1970/1 were no flash in the pan. In 
1 976 workers’ anger at price rises again 
exploded into strikes and riots, the 
effects of which are still being felt. On 
May 15, 5 000 marched in Krakow to 
protest at the mysterious death of 
Stanislaw Pyjas, an active supporter of 
the Workers Defence Committee set up 
to aid the families of those arrested 
during the riots. The widely distributed 
and read samizdat publication 
Information Bulletin carries news of the 
Workers Defence Committees and 
enables workers to contact them. 
Receqtly, they collected 2 000 names 
on a petition demanding an inquiry 
into the torture o'f workers detained in 
1976. 

This book contains many important 
lessons for workers on both sides of the 
Iron Curtain. British workers could 
do worse than follow their Polish 
comrades example □ Terry Liddle. 
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Letters marked * have been cut for 
reasons of space. 


Dear Zero* 

A few days ago I saw the first edition of 
your new paper. Congratulations. It’s 
really great to see the beginning of an 
ongoing anarca-feminist project. Here in 
the U.S. a sizeable portion of the 
feminist movement is clearly moving in 
that direction. However we still don t 
have a paper though more and more of 
us are getting to know each other and 
establish on going communications. 

Love and anarchy 
Helene Ellenberger 
Seattle, Washington. 

Dear comrades* 

It was an interesting experience to read 
the collective statement in the centre 
pages and I would like to suggest a few 
ideas since I hope that the statement 
will be the start of a debate. 

Firstly I was disappointed not to see 
a mention of bureaucracy. It is not 
sufficient in mV mind to merely make 
mention of all hierarchical and 
authoritarian’ organisation. I think that 
the theory of theriev^class of 
technobureaucrats deserves a special 
mention in anarchist theory. The old 
style of capitalist no longer exists.. The 
only people who both own and control 
the means of production in this country 
are those who have small family firms 
and as such exert no significant 
influence in the exploitative system. 

The ICIs, the BPs the BRs the National 
Enterprise Board, the Fords, the Fiats, 
the bjg merchant bankers, the,instance 

ipames ana so on are not f-en by 

people who own the company. Another 
breed of person controls apart from 
those who own. In fact a struggle has 
taken place over the past century 
between the old bosses of the 
capitalist/bourgeois type and an 
emerging new class of new bosses of a 
techno-bureaucratic type. The increasing 
success of the latter has been caused 
primarily by the incapacity of the 
‘family capitalist’ of the 19th century 
to continually expand. The first types 
of merger were of course marriages 
between different capitalist families, 
but as these ‘trusts developed and these 
organisations became more complex, 
the place of capitalists as controllers of 
the fortunes of their firms was taken 
over by executives. The development of 
the nationalised industries, furthermore, 
provided another new playground for 
the new powerful techno-bureaucrats. 

It is quite common for business people 
from ‘private enterprise’ (ie not 
‘nationalised’) to take jobs as directors 
of this and that nationalised industry. 
Their behaviour is that same except 

that the resources thaftTTeyiierw- - 

control are much greater than before. 

Bakunin had intuitively grasped the 
development of this ‘new class’ with 
relation to the marxists. He argued that 
the type of society proposed by Marx 
would produce a dictatorship over the 
masses by those who controlled, not the 
means of production (because 
theoretically in a Marxist state the 
‘people’ own the means of production) 
but knowledge. Indeed the little known 
writings of Bruno Rizzi elaborated the 
concept of ‘the collective bureaucracy’, 
which in Russia, whilst not owning the 
means of production, collectively uses 
the system for the benefit of the 
bureaucratic class. 

I feel this is relevant to your 
statement in two ways. I do not agree 
that ‘Both anarchists and Marxists 
believe ... in free communism’. Marxist 
analysis tends to deny the possibility of 
the development of other types of 


oppression apart from capitalist forms. 
If however by ‘Marxist’ you mean 
ordinary members of the various 
Marxist parties I will agree that only 
some of them really want ‘free 
communism’. And secondly, if you 
accept the analysis of the rise of a new 
techno-bureaucratic class you must 
re-examine the significance of the 
statement that ‘this nuclear family is 
the economic base basis for capitalism.’ 
Is the nuclear family the economic 
basis of a techno-bureaucratic society? 

A glance at the ideology advanced in 
‘Cosmopolitan’ should be cause for 
doubt. The ideal here is of the young 
woman making her way in big business. 
Marriage is not entirely frowned upon 
but having children is definitely taboo. 
Best wishes for the future. 

Nino Staffa. 

London. 

Dear sisters* 

I’ve just finished reading your paper. I 
couldn’t have said it better myself!! It 
made me feel like I haven’t felt in a long 
time, the politics are so basic, clear and 
true. Tho many of us in the women’s 
movement are anarchists we are often 
so busy just struggling against the 
ravages of male supremacy that we have 
little time or energy to affirm our 
anarchism in a more formal way. This is 
not to say that a good many feminists 
don’t work in a basically anarchist way, 
but often it seems to be politically 
unconscious. 

Many male anarchists in the United 
States seem to have more fear and 
contempt for feminism than they do for 

the established government. As a 

- 


stopped contributing 
to their papei s and bulletins because of 
the reactions of hostility and ridicule 
they have received. Also male anarchists 
in this country often call themselves 
individualist or capital ‘anarchists’— 
something my definition doesn’t 
encompass. 

I hope in future issues you will 
devote some space to issues like 
battered women, Wages For Housework. 
Maybe you would consider doing a 
review of ‘Housework Handbook’ (I’ve 
sent you a copy). Some of us Anarchist 
women have put much work and 
thought into this issue for a long time, 
but it often appears as if the 
Marxist-Leninists have a monopoly on 
the issue because of their monolthic, 
dogmatic line. 

Best wishes in your work! 

In Sisterhood, 

Betsy Warrior 
Cambridge Massachussets 

Dear Zero* 

I’ve just seen a copy of Zero—and it 
looks good. It certainly ought to fill a 
-glaring great gap in the available 
anarchist/femimsrjmjrnal world. The 
anarchist/libertarian gays need to get 
themselves together next-or has Zero 
such connections? 

Good luck. 

Rose Tanner. 

Croydon 

Dear Friends 

We felt the need for a new libertarian 
paper and its amazing that its happened. 
Hopefully it will go weekly, eventually. 
We don’t like the name. How about 
more on punk (’Punk Against Fascism’) 
new forms of revolt. The situation has 
changed. 

East Anglian Libertarians have started 
a campaign for the Demilitarisation of 
East Anglia. The group from Norwich 
went to USAF Mildenhall on May 29th 
Open Day’. We were few (7) they were 
many (150 000). Consequently 
attempts to hand out leaflets failed . 


through a combination of facts, fears, 
paranoia—inducing Amerikan police 
and threatening jets. We would like to 
see Zero emphasise anti-militarist 
campaigns, and anti totalitarian struggles 
e.g. against nuclear technology, the 
festival at Windscale. 

With love and playful rebellion, 

‘Jerrard’ 

Norwich. 

Dear Zero collective* 

The paper’s great, very needed 
considering the state of the left press at 
the moment. We’re using the 
Anarchism/Feminism article as ^ basis 
for discussion in the women’s group . . . 
Love and solidarity 
Fran Townsend 
Leicester. 

Dear Zero 

Very seldom do I read a magazine on 
receipt. But I felt I had to on getting 
the first issue of Zero. I found the 
centre page article gripping. You really 
show how feminism and anarchism 
need to be fully ‘married’. (?! Zero 
typist) This centre page article contains 
a profound truth. It has helped me to 
widen my consciousness. . so much so 
that I am changing the title of my work 
Of Man and Revolution to Of 
Humankind and Revolution. I am 
passing Zero on to my HAPOTOC 
brothers and sisters. I am sure they will 
get much from it also. Many thanks for 
advertising us. We will do the same for 
you. 

Love 

Michael Tobin 
Amsterdam. 




Dear Zero collective* 

I don’t consider abortion an anarchist 
or feminist objective, I consider it 
killing, the ultimate oppression. Life 
begins at conception and gradually 
develops. There is no sharp distinction 
between unborn and born. Abortion is 
not just a woman s control over her 
own body, because the embryo is not 
part of her body. 

However I think that Zero 
overstressed the abortion issue even for 
a publication that agrees with abortion. 

I can think of more important things. 
What about women’s problems in jobs 
and housing? How about working to 
remove some of those social grounds 
that drive women to abortion? What 
about rape? What about the problem of 
battered wives? There isn’t much, if 
anything, about these issues. 

There were some things I liked: the 
article on N. Ireland which explored the' 
question of why the UK government is 
hanging on—the review of the two 
pamphlets on socialism—the foreign 
news. 

Love and peace 
Diana Forest 
Hastings. 

Zero replies: 

Is abortion killing? We don’t think ^ 
so; others might. Whatever our ▼ ( 

beliefs we have no right to f 
impose an individual ( 

viewpoint on others—and 
this is precisely what ▼ < 
arrogant sexist f 

legislators ^ m 

such as Benyon 1 

attempting f 

A w 


forcefully to do, with the backing of 
S.P.U.C. and the R.C. Church. 

Where does human life begin and is the 
foetus part of the woman’s body? We 
think human life begins at birth, when 
the embryo is capable of an independent 
existence, until then it is clearly a part 
of the woman’s body. There seems to 
us to be a very fine distinction between 
abortion and contraception if life is 
defined as beginning with conception. 

But we consider these arguments 
about when life starts irrelevant to the 
issue of abortion. Abortion should be a 
matter of choice, a decision made freely 
by a woman to control her own body. 

The letter implies that abortion only 
happens under capitalism (and the state 
and patriarchy!) because of adverse 
social conditions, and that in-a 
revolutionary situation abortion will not 
be necessary. We think control of our 
own sexuality, and our bodies is central 
to control over our lives in all other 
areas, in any society. 

Abortion is necessary because of the 
lack of safe contraception, and because 
of unwanted pregnancies ie, in cases of 
rape or where the foetus is damaged (eg 
rubella, Seveso). 

Finally, we consider children have a 
basic right to be born wanted, an 
unwanted child can have a crippling 
effect on its mother’s life. The only 
person who can ultimately decide if a 
child is wanted is the woman. 

Abortion is clearly of vital concern to 
anarchists and feminists, because it is 
about an individual’s control over her 
own life. We are fighting to control all 
aspects of oue lives; for women the 
-* l over' -production-is a 
H. ^.onijition%r'the control over the 
rest of our lives □ Sharon and Patsie. 

Dear comrades 

Herewith returned 8 copies of Zero + 

40p. I haven’t the time or energy (I 
look after 3 kids on my own) to give 
you a detailed critique but, 1. Coverage 
of CNT/Spain good and welcome. 2. 

Cost makes it difficult to sell. 3. I’m fed 
up with strident ‘all males are bastards’sirr 
plistic feminism. The onlv peopleyou turn 
off are sympathetic males like me. Thank 
goodness there are rational feminists 
like Mujeres Libres and a number f 
of libertarian women I know who ^ 
do not like WL&c for reasons I 
have briefly indicated. Indeed W 
I find it much easier to f 
talk to a female friend ^ 

•jcT \ 

AO ' 


of mine in the CP A - 
than the man-hating W 
conference- f Ajr 
going brigade, j ^ 


Mike Malet 
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EVENTS 

★MARCH AGAINST 
STAMMHEIM KILLINGS Sat. 

Dec. 10. Assemble at Victoria 
Embankment (Embankment 
tube) at 1pm. March starts at 
2pm., via Lufthansa offices, 
Ambassador’s residence, 

German Embassy to deliver 
protest against killings, ending 
at Holbein Place. Organised by 
new political prisoners’ support 
organisation Black Aid. 

★ SOUTH EAST (INCLUDING 
LONDON) LIBERTARIAN 
CONFERENCE. January 27/28/ 

29 at Essex University, Wivenhoe 
Park, Colchester, Essex. Main 
workshops Communication and 
Sexual Politics (including 
Women’s workshop). Creche, 
food, floor space (bring sleeping 
bags). Registration Friday 
evening. Chabrol’s NADA 
showing Saturday evening. All 
those wishing to attend contact 
Libertarian Socialist Society, 
c/o Students Union (address 
above) as soon as possible. 

#WOMEN’S FESTIVAL ’7 1. 

First women’s festival ever held 
in Britain Nov. 29 to Dec. 19 at 
the Drill Hall, Chenies Street, 
London WC1. Tel. 01-637 7664. 
Theatre, film, video, dance, 
music, discussion, art, crafts, 
children’s events, workshops. . . 

★ 68 CLUB at the new West 
Indian Sports and Social Club/ 
Community Centre, Westwood 
Street, Moss Side, Manchester 14 
Sundays 8pm. 

27th Nov. China Today 
discussion by workers who have 
just returned from China. 

4th Dec. Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade- discussion with 
Sandy Merritt. 

★ HOW THE BAD OLD DAYS 
WILL END. Social Revolution 
reprint of situationist inspired A 
Modest Proposal For How The 
Bad Old Days Will End’ by 
Charles Lutwidge available again 
(5p+post) 83 Gregory Crescent, 
Eltham, London SE9. 

★ LEFT WITHOUT MARX. 
Libertarian Study group on 
Marxism. The next meeting will 
discuss the Communist 
Manifesto. Dec 2, 7.30pm at the 
Roebuck pub, 108a Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wl. 

Details 01-555 5248. 

★ LIVERPOOL, LIBERTY 
Mall Events. At the Everyman 
Bistro, Hope St., Liv 1. Every 
Sun. 8pm. 25p (non-mem 40p). 
Each event followed by social 
and disco. Dec 4 Comolli’s 
film Brazilian anarchist 
commune La Cecilia. Dec 11 
Prisoners in Revolt, discussion 
introduced by PROP’S Mike 
Fitzgerald. Dec 18 Changes 

3 Disco. Dec 25, Jan 1 closed. 

£ Jan 8 Film Illustrious Corpses. 
Jan 15 Cope Crisis centre: 
alternatives to mental wards 
and tranquillizers. 

, THE OTHER CINEMA, 

25 Tottenham St., London Wl. 


(01-637 9308/9). Nov. 17 for 
3 weeks 4.30, 6.30 & 8.45 nightly 
‘Before Hindsight’, a collection of 
30s government propaganda 
newsreels on Spain, Germany, 
with accompanying left film 
extracts. Tickets £1.20, students, 
claimants, oaps £1.00. 

SEX/POL 

★ ANARCHIST-FEMINIST 
NEWSLETTER No. 3 out now 
including Women’s Liberation 
and the State; Feminism as 
Anarchism, Women’s Liberation 
in N. Ireland/Spain; Working 
with Men, etc., available (to 
women only) for 15p. from 
Mandy Vere, 100 Whitechapel, 
Liverpool 1. 

★ THE WHOLE THING: 
Californian lesbian anarca- 
feminist printshop planning 
journal to bring together past, 
present and future writings on 
anarca-feminist ‘theory ’ looking 
for information, suggestions, 
contributors, writings. 

PO Box 11308, San Francisco, 

Ca 94117, USA. 

★ ANARCHIST GAY LIB 
GROUP -to put anarchist ideas 
across within the gay movement. 
Anyone interested in forming 
such a group, contact Alan Bray, 
Flat D, 23 Great James Street, 
London WC1. Tel. 405 8850 
(Fri. eve./weekends). 

★ ANARC A-FEMINISM, two 
statements from America (21p. 
inc. post). FEMINISM AS 
ANARCHISM by Lynne Farrow 
(25p. inc. post). ANARCHISM: 
THE FEMINIST CONNECTION 
by Peggy* Kornegger- now out 
(30p. inc. post) from Black Bear 
Anarchist Feminist imprint, 

76 Peckham Road, London SE5. 

★ SECOND WAVE: Box 344A, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02139, USA. 
Quarterly feminist publication 
- well worth reading. 

★ FEMINIST 

COMMUNICATIONS, 4003 
Wabash Ave., San Diego, 
California 92104. 


GROUPS 

★ THE SYNDICATE OF 
INITIATIVE, a Sheffield 
grouping attempting to combine 
anarchists, libertarians and 

| situationists in cooperative 
association. Mag. ‘New Life’ out 
soon (issue no. 0: an investigation 
of the practicalities of mag. 
production). Contact Box 1A, 

341 Glossop Road, Sheffield 10. 

★ BIRMINGHAM 
LIBERTARIAN SOCIALISTS, 

2 Florence Place, Ombersiey Rd., 
Birmingham. Tel. 021-440 5132. 

★ CAMBRIDGE ANARCHISTS, 
c/o Raphael Salkie, W14, Queens 
College, Cambridge. This is a 
prisoners’ aid group inviting 
people who need or can offer 
literature about prisoners to 
communicate. 

★ BELFAST ANARCHISTS, 
contact (BAC), c/o 52 Broadway, 
Belfast 12 (correspondence only). 

★ COVENTRY ANARCHISTS 
meet 7.30 every Thurs. in the 


Smoke Room, Old Dyers Arms, 

The Butts, Coventry. 

★ INFANTILE DISORDER, 

Leeds anarchist/situationist 
group, contact through Leeds 
University Students Union. 

★ SWANSEA ANARCHISTS, 

37 Glanmer Road, Uplands, 

Swansea. 

★ LIVERPOOL ANARCHISTS, 
contact News from Nowhere, 

100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1. 

Tel. 051-708 7270. 

★ NORTH WEST ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION, 6 Stpckley Ave., 
Harwood, Bolton, Lancs. 

Monthly meetings and newsletter. 
Groups in Burnley, Blackburn, 
Colne, Preston and Whalley. 

★ SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION. Members/ 
groups in Alloa, Aberdeen, 

Dumfries, Dundee, Fife, 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Linlithgow, 
Paisley, Port Glasgow & Stirling. 

Nat. Sec. S Red fern, Mains 
House, Mains Road, Linlithgow, 
West Lothian. 

★ ABERYSTWYTH GROUP, 
new address: Mike Sheehan, 

Nevadd Caerleon, Victoria 
Terrace, Aberystwyth, Dyfed. 

★ MIDLANDS ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION. Louise Crane, 

13 Arden Terrace, Braunstone, 
Leicester. Tel. (c/o Sid & Pat) 
Leicester 864511. Groups/ 
individuals in Birmingham, 
Leicester, Coventry, 

Leamington, Warwick Univ., 
Nottingham, Oxford and 
Wolverhampton. 

★FEDERATION OF LONDON 
ANARCHIST GROUPS, 
c/o 3 Belmont Road, London 
SW4. Monthly meetings. 

Tel. 01-622 8961. 

★ KENT ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION. Steve & Dave, 
Canterbury AG, 12 Claremont 
Place, Wincheap, Canterbury ; 

Dave Norman, Univ, of Kent AG, 
Keynes College, Univ. of Kent, 
Canterbury, Jim Endersby, 

70 Bradbourne Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. „ 

★ LEND MAAM a fiver! 
Movement Against A Monarchy, 
having run out of money, need 
£100 to print a badge with the 
slogan ‘We won’t stand for the 
National Anthem’. For a copy of 
the badge design, send sac to 
MAAM, Box M, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl. Today! 

LIBERTARIAN PRESS 

★ CIENFUEGOS ANARCHIST 
REVIEW ’77 is just out, and 
more than twice the size of the 
last one. It arrived too late to 
review, but don’t wait to order it 
as Cienfuegos are relying on it to 
take the pressure off their 
desperate financial situation. 
Equivalent to a 400 page book, 
£2.00 plus 10% p&p. from 
Cienfuegos Press, Over the Water, 
Sanday, Orkney. 

★ libertarian 
EDUCATION. No. 23 out now. 
i 20p. from 6 Beaconsfield Road, 
Leicester. 


★ PEACE NEWS for nonviolent 
revolution. Reports, analysis, ; 
news of nonviolent action for 
social change, building 
alternatives, resistance to the 
megamachine. Covering anti¬ 
militarism, sexual politics, 
ecology, decentralisation, etc. 

15p. fortnightly, £5.50 for 
1 year from 8 Elm Avenue, 
Nottingham. 

★ MUTINIES: 1917-1920 by 
Dave Lamb, new pamphlet 
published by Oxford & London \ 
Solidarity, c/o 123 Lathom Rd.^ 
London E6. 

★ ANARCHY MAGAZINE, 

29 Grosvenor Ave., London N5.. 
No. 24 now out, with twice the | 
number of pages and lots of ne«“ 
and info. 20p. 

★ SOCIAL REV O LUTION 

c/o 83 Gregory Crescent, Elthai 
London SE9. Bimonthly 15p. 

No. 8 now out. 

★ OPEN ROAD no. 4. Box 613| 

Station G, Vancouver, B!C1, " 

Canada V6R 4G5. 

★ SOLIDARITY, paper of the ■_ 
solidarity national group. No. 5/1 
out, 15p. from S(NG), 

34 Cowley Road, Oxford. 

Sub. £2.00 for 10 issues. » 

★ INTERROGATIONS 11, the J 
international anarchist review J| 
available now, with analysis ofl® 
the current Italian political 
scene (Amadeo Bertolo), the 
roots of the conflict in Ulster* 
(Dave Mansell) and the need o^ 
anarchists to have detailed 
knowledge of international 
politics (Santiago Parane). In 
addition reports on the Basqufc^S 
(Euzkadi) Nationalist 
movement and dissident group* 
within the USSR. Interrogations 
11 is available from BM Box 14(1. 
London WC1 6XX. Cheques etc. 
(£l.i5 inc. post) payable to 
Nino Staffa. 140 pages. All ^ 
articles not in English have mm 
English summary. 



CONTACTS 

★ LESBIAN LINE, phone 

service for women. » 

Tel. 01-794 2942 2-10pm. on 
Mondays and Fridays. Letters k 
to c/o BM 1514, London m 
WC1V 6XX. m 

★ LONDON WORKERS ij 
GROUP. Working anarchists fend 
other independent militants 
meet fortnightly (next meeting* 
Tues. Dec. 6 ; Dec. 20) at 
Rising Free. See letters page for 
more info and address. 

NUSIC I 

★CLAPPERCLAW folk group 
available for benefits/ socialjjBB 
expenses only. Contact 
87 Bulwer Road, London El 1 
(01-558 3396) 

★WOMEN’S LIBERATION 
MUSIC PROJECT, c/o Women * 
Arts Alliance, 10 Cambridge 
Terrace Mews, Albany Street, 
London NW1. 01-935 1841. 

★ MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM, 

30 Hornsey Park Road, >< M 
London N8. 01-888 1161. 
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iside:the events that led to the murder of 
nsslin, Baader and Raspe, and a model look at 
West Germany. 
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- -The murder oh October 1 8 of c three R^ed Army Fraction prisoners,^ 
-t-- _. tlio \A/oct r.ormjn ctatp’s rprentlv rleveloned double 


“Urban guerrilla warfare 
is based 



conditions 
will 
be ripe 
for 



armed struggle, it will be too 

late to 
prepare 
for it.” 
-R.A.F. 


theculmihation'of the West German state’s recently developed double 
strategy of holding each of its 120 or so political prisoners as hostages 
against further guerilla activity, and of destroying the politics of the 
guerilla opposition psychologically through use of the media. These were 
not the first.results of the Federal Republic’s new tactic: Holger Meins 
was murdered at Willich prison on November 9 1974, to break the third 
RAF hunger strike: Siegfried Flausner was murdered at Stammheim on 
May 4 1975 in answer to the attack against the West Germany embassy 
in Stockholm, in which he was wounded and captured, and because he 
could prove that the explosion at the embassy was the work of a West 
German special police squad; XJIrike Meinhof was murdered at 
Stammheim on May 9 .1976 shortly before a petition was to be 
presented to the court proving the complicity of the FDR in the 
Vietnamese war. 

Each has been a carefully planned action, with the murder intended 
to appear as suicide or the result of deteriorating medical condition. 

This preparation has not been restricted to the carrying out of the 

murders but has each time extended to psychological preparation of the 
public for weeks in advance through the media, to instill among other 
things the equation that suicide on the part of RAF prisoners equals 
disillusionment with RAF politics. What follows is an outline of how the 
West German.state was able to carry out its strategy. 


other) the new Federal Attorney 
—General Rebmann, who had himself 
conducted negotiations with the 
hunger strikers, set about sabotaging 
the implementation of the demands. 

It now became obvious that the one 
final obstacle to the extermination 
strategy were the prisoners’ lawyers who 
clearly understood their role to be 
saving the lives of their clients and 
ensuring their human rights. In the 
weeks that followed the authorities, 
fronted by Rebmann, launched a 
campaign with the complicity of the 


On April 7 this year, during the 
fourth hunger strike, Federal Attorney 
—General Buback, who had been 
responsible for the deaths of Ulrike 
Meinhof, Siegfried Hausner and Holger 
Meins, was executed in Karlsruhe. The 
Ulrike Meinhof Commando claimed 
responsibility. The hunger strike 
prisoners were immediately transferred 
to total isolation conditions, that is, ■ 
held as hostages. They automatically 
went into thirst strike. Earlier the 
prisoners’ lawyers had finally forced 
the authorities to conduct a medical 
enquiry into the conditions under 
which West Germany’s political 
prisoners were being held. The 
investigation recommended that 
political prisoners should in future be 
held either in ordinary prison 
conditions, or all at one special 
location, or in groupings of 15 at 
different locations. The central demand 
of the fourth hunger, and now thirst, 
strike, was that these recommendations 
be implemented. After four days the 


total isolation became too much for 
the authorities to openly justify and was 
lifted. The prisoners ended their thirst 
strike, but the hunger strike continued. 
On April 30 the Regional Justice 
Ministry of the Baden-Wurtterriberg 
area (which includes Stammheim) 
announced that a high level decision 
had been taken to concentrate all 
political prisoners into groups of 15. 
Given this assurance the 80 prisoners 
ended their hunger strike. 

The concession of allowing prisoners 
to concentrate into groups of 15 
directly obstructed the authorities’ 
‘anti-terrorist’ tactic of holding all 
political prisoners as hostages. All the 
more so because by now it had been 
decided to solve the ‘problem 
Stammheim’ as it had become called, 
once and for all. Accordingly as soon 
as pressure on the government had 
eased (the possibility of hunger 
strikers dying on the one hand, and 
public concern at legitimacy of the 
hunger strikers’ demands on the _ 





on 

analysis... 

when 


media to systematically defame and 
criminalise all lawyers and people 
working with political prisoners. The 
state called it ‘drying out the 
sympathisers swamp’. After the hunger 
strike Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, 
Jan-Carl Raspe, Ingrid Schubert and 
Irmgard Muller were the only prisoners 
on Stammheim’s seventh floor. Then 
three more RAF prisoners, Werner 
Hoppe, Wolfgang Beer and Helmut 
Pohl, were shipped in from Hamburg. 

After being wounded and captured in a 
shoot-out Gunther Sonnenberg and 
Verena Becker arrived. Gunther 
Sonnenberg, who had been shot in the 
head, was almost immediately 
transferred to a psychiatric clinic near 
Frankfurt. Finally a tenth prisoner 
arrived, Sabine Schmitz. Stammheim 
was the only prison where the 
authorities’ assurance was even partly 
implemented. Verena Becker and 
Sabine Schmitz were held isolated from 
the other prisoners and only managed 
to obtain contact with them (an hour 
or two a day) after a tong and severe 
hunger strike. During this time the • 
two Stuttgart lawyers, Arnd Muller 
and Armin Newerla were charged with 
attempted murder, since they hadn’t 
intervened to stop the hunger strike, a 
clear expression of the new tactics used 
to criminalise defence aid. After 
further waiting for the government to 
implement its assurance, 16 people, 
including the Holger Meins Commando 
which had attacked the Stockholm 
embassy and other prisoners not in 
Stammheim, resumed the hunger strike. 

It now became clear that the state was 
preparing to use this new situation to 
murder RAF prisoners. Rebmann 
launched a counter-information 
campaign including production of a 
document detailing ‘outstanding 
prison conditions’ of the political 
prisoners and thus publicly undermining 
the hunger strike. Next the campaign 
against defence lawyers and 
‘sympathisers’ was reinforced. In 

K ractice this meant regular raids on 
ouses and offices, and finally a 
discussion of the politics of force- 
feeding, was started in the press with 
the aim of preparing the West German 
population for the use of the so called 
British method ie. as long as the 
prisoner is fit mentally she or he either 
eats or dies. In an interview with Welt 
am Sonntag Rebmann let slip: ‘It’s 
always bad if prisoners die, but the 
population wants the state to behave 
towards the prisoners as their terrible 
acts demand’, 

On July 30 Jurgen Ponto, head of 
Dresdener Bank and board member of 
Krupps, Daimler-Benz, AEG-Telefunken 
and Thyssen, was shot dead when he 
resisted kidnapping. The event made 

continued next page 
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two things clear. It showed that the 
RAF still had the ability and continuity 
to attack central positions in the 
switchboard of imperialist power and 
at the same time it showed that the 
guerilla structure was still out of reach 
for the state. It also provided the 
pretext for the authorities to escalate 
their strategy into its final phase. Six 
days later Andreas Baader was 
‘accidentally’ locked in Gudrun t 

Ensslin’s cell after the 'free association 
period. An hour later the ‘mistake was 
discovered and they were taken out and 
beaten. Three days later (August 8) 40 
to 50 police and warders brutally beat 
up the eleven RAF prisoners and threw 
them into any cell which was at hand. 
They were then beaten up a second 
time when sorted out into their own 
cells. On August 23 Gudrun Ensslin and 
two other women prisoners were rushed 
to hospital. The 16 prisoners who had 
been on hunger strike and who had 
interrupted it due to the extremely 
bruial force-feeding methods now wettf 
on hunger and thirst strike and over 40 
other prisoners joined in. Werner Hoppe, 
Wolfgang Beer and Helmut Pohl were 
transferred back to Hamburg, Ingrid 
Muller to a prison near Munich, and 
Sabine Schmitz and Verena Becker put 
back into isolation. 

Once again the West German 
government came under heavy inter¬ 
national pressure to concede the 
prisoners’ demands. Organisations from 

all over Europe protested, including 


lawyers’ and judges’ associations, the 
Russell Peace Foundation and Amnesty 
International. Never having had any 
intention of fulfilling its assurances to 
the prisoners, the West German 
authorities merely escalated their 
campaign against the ‘sympathisers 
swamp’. Lawyers and others involved 
with the prisoners, including the 
Antifas (anti-fascist groups working 
with the prisoners and trying to 
publicise the role of the FDR in 
Europe) were systematically defamed 
in the press and constantly harassed. 
Raids took place and documents were 
confiscated from flats all over the 
country, including some at the border 
in transit to the European Court of 
Human Rights where a case was being 
prepared against the West German 
Government. The culmination of this 
campaign was the bombing of the office 
of defence lawyers Croissant, Newerla 
and Muller in Stuttgart on the night of 
August 14/15. Files and papers were 
destroyed. As might bejixpected the 
authorities hacThad the office undef 
constant surveillance from a house 
opposite yet daimed to have seen no 
one enter or leave. This was in fact 
because, like the Stockholm explosion, 
they had done it themselves. 

Rebmann had by now made it clear 
that despite international pressure he 
intended to use the hungerstrike to 
•murder the prisoners. He was quoted in 
a newspaper interview as saying ‘I don t 
care if they die’. Accordingly on 
September 3 the prisoners came out of 


thirst and hungerstrike not wishing to 
make the Attorney-General’s job easier. 
Two days later Hans Schleyer, ex SS 
troop leader, head of Federal Union of 
German Employer Associations and 
president of the Federation Of German 
Industry was taken prisoner by the 
RAF. Immediately 70 prisoners were 
put into total isolation as hostages, a 
move justified by the government on 
grounds that West Germany was in a 
state of emergency. A Berlin judge 
criticised the isolation of prisoners 
under his charge as unnecessary. The 
government quickly ‘legalised’ the 
situation by rushing through the 
Kontactsperre (contact ban) law in just 
three days. The events that took place 
from then untij the West German state, 
at a point where all political prisoners 
were in isolation and every one 
associated with their defence either 
under arrest or frightened off, chose to 
murder three of its hostages, are well 
" known. Unconfirmed reports suggest 
that Andreas Baader and probably 
Gudrun Ensslin, Irmgaard Muller and 
Jan-Carl Raspe were flown via Crete to 
Somalia and put in contact with the 
guerillas holding the hostages at 
Mogadishu, in order to convince them 
that the West German authorities were 
meeting their demands. Using this cover 
of immanent exchange the SAS-led 
German Special Commando unit was 
able to shoot their way into the aircraft 


Ireland’s first 


On the weekend of Oct. 1/2 the first 
ever Irish National Women’s Conference 
was held in Belfast despite enormous 
obstacles. Typical of these was 
difficulty in finding a venue; the 
Queen’s University of Belfast Student 
Union refused use of their facilities on 
account of the 'sexist bias' of the 
conference (for full details of the 
correspondence on this see Oct. issue of 
Spare Rib). The same attitude was 
reflected in the subsequent press 
coverage of the event in the Northern 
Ireland Sunday News, their 700 word 
article was entitled ‘Men—Keep Out’, 
and as one might expect from such a 
heading, the account was principally 
concerned with the exclusion of male 
participants rather than with the 
concrete achievements of the women 
involved. Since all the papers had been 
officially informed by the conference 
and invited to send along women 
reporters and photographers, the 
planning committee was justifiably 
indignant at the media response. 
However, it is an apt illustration of the 
prevailing climate here. 

Such setbacks notwithstanding well 
over a hundred women came to the 
conference which finally took place in 
the Extra Mural Dept, of Queen’s 
University. They came from all parts 
of the country, both north and south, 
as well as from Britain. There were 
women of all ages present, mostly 


from the 20 to 30 age group; quite a 
large section was made up of students 
and university graduates which 
brought home to us the urgency, and 
difficulty, of forming links with women 
from other social groups and 
especially those in rural areas. 

We devided into small groups for 
workshop sessions, the same topics 
being discussed simultaneously in 
each group. Themes included violence 
against women, health and the 
relationship between feminism and 
republicanism. It was difficult in the 
time available to establish an 
atmosphere in which it was possible 
to get into a subject in any depth, 
and discussion often remained 
superficial. I felt that in my group we 
let ourselves be tyrannised by the 

suggested structure, instead of 

scrapping it when it didn’t suit us and 
working out our own procedures. 

Many women voiced the opinion that 
the real value of the weekend lay in 
the personal contacts made outside 
the workshops, I think a lot of us 
went home having made several new 
friends. For me, one of the high points 
was an exhilarating discussion on 
Feminism and Anarchism which took 
place on Sunday morning. This was 
not on the original schedule but 
formed spontaneously when two or 
three of us discovered a similarity of 
interests and approach; six women in 


and free the hostages. Every state 
murders those that resist their power. 

The model West German state does it 
three at a time OBIack Aid Group 
• For at least one of the two SA S men 
at Mogadishu, working with the 
German GS 9 commando was not his 
first taste of excitement. Sgt. Barry 
Davies has already played a very active 
role in Northern Ireland 'counter- 
insurgency'. In 7973 he and another 
British SAS officer, Captain Dent, 
were captured by the IRA in the 
Grosvenor/Falls area. An ensuing 
dispute between the Officials and 
Provisionals as to who should deal with 
them was only solved by them having 
one each. Dent was ‘executed’ by the 
Provies, and Davies was shot and left 
for dead by the 'stickies'. Unfortunately 
he survived to receive a substantial 
cash payment for the incident from the 
\ Northern Ireland Office and an MBE 
for “services to community relations in 
Northern Ireland’ in the '74 honours 
list. Presumably the same 'community 
relations’ he displayed at Mogadishu. 



all attended. We are hoping to 
maintain regular contact with each 
other and to make some kind of 
contribution, as Anarca-Feminists, to 
the next conference due to take place 
in Dublin some time in January. 

There was a plenary session on 
Sunday afternoon, which brought to 
the surface a number of problems the 
Irish women’s movement will have to 
confront. Firstly, there seems to be a 
divide between those women who see 
the ‘movement’ as an organisation 
resembling traditional political parties 
and groups, and those who want it to 
become something completely 
different; and secondly, there is clearly 
disagreement concerning what attitude 
- if any-we should take towards the 
‘national question’. These issues have 
still to be resolved—something that will 
take time. On the positive side, it was 
decided to set up a telephone tree, so 
that feminists throughout the country 
could be mobilised at a moment s 
notice to support campaigns and 
demonstrations and to start a feminist 
newsletter so that people will be 
informed of all the activities of all the 
different women’s groups. All were 
unanimous in recognising the need for 
another conference in the near future 
and women from Dublin volunteered to 
undertake the task of arranging one. 

! DRomira Worvill 


Barcelona’2 7 

Last year when I was in Andalucia, a 
young socialist student from Madrid 
told me Anarchism was of historical 
interest but had not survived the fierce 
repression and was now a spent force. 

It was then possible to believe him in 
spite of the odd C.N.T. graffiti, or the 
history of anarchism that you could pick 
out from the rows of books devoted to 
Marxist analysis. 

In Barcelona this year such a gloomy 
statement would be ludicrous. 

Wandering at random around central 
Barcelona I found the headquarters of 
the anarchist unions for tourist and 
transportation industries and die 
r; _ _ a>-~- 3- ~ ^ ■ - - 

outside. The nameplates looked as it 
they have been there for decades, 

Franco might as well not have 
bothered. , . . . 

The June elections have already had 
their psychological effect. The 
newspapers and magazines are focusing 
almost exclusively on parliamentary 
activities and ignoring Neighbourhood 
Associations, and needless to say, 

C.N.T. and other anarchist activity. In 
an analysis of coverage in the national 
press, the C.N.T. paper found that the 
worst papers for ignoring the C.N.T. 
were in fact the supposedly liberal 
papers like El Pais. They attribute this 
to the number of socialist and 
communist members on the staff. I ne 
division between parliamentary 
opposition and the rest is already 
clearly defined. The closer the 
socialists and communists get to 
exercising state power, the less they will 
be able to appear as agents for real 
change. The Spanish Communist 
leader Carrillo has been calling for a 
government of ‘national concentration 
ie., because of the crises, he is happy to 
share power with the present right wing 
government. . 

This is, of course, the policy being 
put into effect by the Italian 
communists. In Ajo Blanco (White 
Garlic), an article called ‘Europression 
uses the Italian and German examples 
to warn of the new forms of 
repression which will replace the crude 
excesses of fascism. It points out how 
the Italian Communist Party is trying to 
portray everybody who rejects their 
Labour Party style ‘social contract as 
either a criminal or a lunatic. When 
students were shot by police in 
Bologna, it was not a political act, 
simply a way of dealing with bandits. 
There is strong identification of the 
C N.T. with the revolt in Spanish 
prisons in July. The revolt was of 
‘ordinary’ or ‘social’ prisoners which, of 
course, for anarchists are just as 
‘political’ and in need of amnesty as 
those more usually accepted as 
political prisoners. Only a 

















































few months ago, Carrillo dismissed the 
C.N.T. as a bunch of faggots and ‘drug 
users’. The article points out that for 
‘scientific socialists’ like Hobsbawn, 
anarchism is fundamentally a pre- 
industrial messianic movement, an 
anachronistic nuisance in the industrial 
age. In Italy the Communist Party has 
been trying to dismiss the student 
opposition as ‘criminal terrorists’, and 
there is nothing to indicate that the 
Spanish variety would be any different. 

But, the main conflict is between the 
people and the fascist state machinery, 
which is still intact and dangerous. 

People are very aware of the pretence 
of democracy which the government is 
presenting to the world as the ‘real 
thing’. I was continually being warned 
that nothing had really changed. Well, 
the huge festivals in Barcelona of 
communists and anarchists, the big 
Trotskyist banners hung across the 
main streets, the C.N.T. stalls in the 
Ramblas, show that there is a different 
atmosphere. 

The tension between the liberal 
cosmetics and the ogre beneath is never 
far away. The political state security 
court may have been abolished, but the 
forces of ‘public order’ have never been 
particularly interested in courts. The 
armed police seem like some sort of 
Praetorian Guard without an emperor. 
Nearly every night the Ramblas becomes 
a battlefield between the armed police 
Los Grises (after their grey uniforms) 
and young militants. I saw the police 
attack two demonstrations with 
truncheons followed by rubber bullets. 
In neither case was there the slightest 
provocations from the demonstrators. 
After the demonstration in Barcelona 
on Sept. 11, one man was killed by a 
rubber bullet and a large number 
injured. 

At a Spanish meeting in London a 
couple of months ago the only person 


to defend one of the basic tenets of 
feminism, the need for women to 
meet and organise separately from 
men, was an Italian. In the last few 
months a book shop and a women’s 
bar have opened in Barcelona; a 
demonstration following the rape and 
murder of a young woman there was 
15,000 strong. Many of the 
revolutionary organisations have not 
yet experienced the full impact of 
women’s growing awareness of the 
oppression that has rocked similar 
organisations in other European 
countries. In Ajo Blanco a woman 
writes bitterly about the way women 
were prevented from having their 
own meeting during the July 
libertarian festival; not just by the 
male organisers but by Mujeres Libres 
(Free Women), the anarchist women’s 
organisation. 

The strongest impression I’ve come 
back with is the sense that in Spain 
the possibilities are much greater than 
in other European countries. While in 
some respects, like communal living, 
‘dope the main hope’, etc., a lot of 
the stuff people are saying sounds 
like somewhere else ten years ago, I 
got the strong impression that when 
people say that nothing has really 
changed, the real change they are 
talking about is a lot more profound 
than simply trying for the 
combination of limited personal 
freedom and economic oppression, 
the ‘European pill’, which Suarez 
and the bourgeoisie are trying to 
peddle. I hadn’t realised how 
acclimated to that atmosphere of 
intensity and optimism I’d become 
until I hit Heathrow. ‘Welcome to 
Britain and the Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee’.The only visible graffiti, 
‘Chelsea’, the only poster ‘Jesus 
Saves’. The first song, ‘NO FUTURE’ 
□Farrel 


On Thursday October 6 we made 
placards saying ‘Since When Has Rape 
Been A Joke?’ and ‘One Woman Raped 
Is Every Woman Raped’ as well as ‘Men 
Against Rape’ for some male supporters 
to carry. We also wrote a short leaflet 
to give to shoppers. 

On Friday October 6 a group of us, 
including four men, assembled outside 
Catford Tescos and started giving out 
leaflets and talking to people in the 
shop. We were overwhelmed by the 
response, women were particularly 
angry and eager to sign our petition. 
Many people said they would write to 
Tescos head office personally. One 


Tescos ‘checked 9 


The South East London Anarchist- 
Feminist Group consists of twelve 
women covering geographically an 
area from Brixton to Bickley. We 
heard via the Rptpe Crisis Centre that 
Tescos were selling nationally, in their 
Home and Wear section, men’s 
underpants with the caption ‘Your 
Friendly Neighbourhood Rapist’ and 
decided that direct action was called 
for. 

In our search for the underpants 
locally we tried Bromley first. A male 
anarchist friend came with me and 
asked if they had this particular line. 
The manager treated this as a straight 
business deal and he asked a young 
woman assistant to get ‘the rude ones’. 
My friend said he felt like Jack the 


Dial a dyke 

Lesbian Line is a new ’phone service 
for women operated entirely by women 
and offering help, advice and 
information. The service is run 
collectively, both administration and 
’phone duties are rotated and shared 
equally; decisions are taken at regular 
meetings. 

This is the first time a woman has 
been able to ring up and be sure of 
speaking to another women, whether 
she just wants information regarding 
women only events, and places, or the 
opportunity to talk at length to a 
woman who will have experiences 
similar to her own □ 

At present Lesbian Line are open 
for any woman who wants to ring 
between 2—10pm. on Monday and 
Friday. Letters may be sent c/o BM 
1514, London WC1V 6XX. Small 
social gatherings will also be held to 
enable women to talk and to get to 
know other lesbians. Lesbian Line’s 
telephone number is: 01 794 2942. 


Your friendly neighbourhood store 


Ripper. It transpired that they had 
sold out, but they had other gems like 
'I’ve Laid a Million’. 

We next went to Eltham where the 
manager sniggered and said that they 
had been so popular that they had 
sold out. At Catford we were rewarded 
and went away with a pair of 
underpants costing 69p. depicting a 
dirty old man with no trousers on and 
creeping along underneath the caption 
‘Your Friendly Neighbourhood Rapist’. 

We phoned Stephen Baker, Catford’s 
Home and Wear manager, saying that 
we found the underpants offensive and 
asking if Tescos would withdraw them. 
He replied ‘It’s a very good line, we sell 
IntQ and have no intention of 


elderly woman became very distressed 
on seeing the underpants displayed on 
placard and said that she had been 
raped. It had been years ago, but her 
distress was still very acute. ‘It’s no use 
going to the police’, she said, ‘they don’t 
care’. What came over very strongly was 
anger and indignation and the comment 
‘of course it’s not funny’. 

After about an hour or so the 
manager came out and said that he had 
taken them off the shelves and wh^t 
happened then was ‘up to head office’. 

We had contacted the South East 
London Mercury who had sent a 
reporter and a photographer. Their story, 
a very sensational account entitled ‘Get 
’Em Off’ appeared on the front page the 
next Thursday. As a result of a press 
release by us a small piece appeared in 
the Sunday Times. The worst account 
appeared in the Sun a week later, calling 
us ‘chanting women shoppers’ and 
slanting the story to suit their style of 
reporting. 

It was intersting to see the comments 
of Sunarama Ltd., the manufacturers. 

Their sales manager, David Claret, told 
the South East London Mercury : ‘I have 
never heard anything so ridiculous in all 
my life. You’ve only got to look at the 
guy’s face to see that it’s funny’. 

However, by the time the Sun was 
interested he had changed his tune and 
was'regretting the mistake’ and saying that 
they were ‘not continuing with that line 
after October’. 

Tescos too, were mumbling 
sanctimoniously about being ‘a family 
store’ and that the underpants had 
slipped into the shops unnoticed—despite 

I Mr Baker’s comments of a few days 
earlier, they made a great show about 
sayingthat they had withdrawn all the 
stockU Georgina Lee 


Half Moon 
rising 

The Half-Moon Theatre is a small 
company which performs in a converted 
synagogue in Aldgate, and which has 
built up a reputation for left-wing 
agitational theatre, often very much 
tied to the East End and its history. 

For the past five years, they have 
been fighting to save Wilton’s Music 
Hall in Stepney, probably the oldest of 
its kind in Britain, for the East End 
community. Their rivals have been 
the Music Hall Trust, which wants to 
restore the building exclusively as a 
Music Hall, but in May 1977 it 
seemed that the GLC (then Labour- 
controlled) would lease the building 
to the Half-Moon, after the theatre 
had raised loans and promises 
totalling £400,000. 

The East End has experienced 
some drastic changes over the past 
few years—industry has been moving 
out and the docks have been run-down 
to a close. This has left vast areas of 
land available for development and 
the property firms are now swooping 
down on the East End. 

When the Tories regained control of 
the GLC in the May 1977 elections, 
they announced a ‘review’ of the 
josition regarding Wilton’s, and 
mmediately Taylor-Wood row, a huge 
property company, put in a bid, 

saying that they would rebuild it 
elsewhere if it couldn’t be renovated 
on its present site. Their aim is to 
move it to their development scheme 
at St. Katherine’s Dock, which isn * 


Anthony Trent (left) and Howard Lewis in 
Andy Smith's Grand Larceny 
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very far away geographically, but 
what TW are building there is a 
million miles away from the 
everyday lives of the East End 
people. 

TW’s plans for St. Katherine’s 
include expensive private housing, a 
yacht club and marina, luxury hotels 
and, of course, office blocks. With 
characteristic generosity and 
consideration for the needs of the 
local people, TW agreed to build 300 
council houses (the area has a housing 
waiting list of 6,000, with twice that 
number living in sub-standard 
accommodation) paid for by the GLC. 
In return, the company was given a 
25-year lease on the 26-acre site at the 
absurdly low cost of £165,000 per 
year. TW are now all set to make over 
£200 million profit on the scheme-a 
record in this country. 

More recently, Marius Goring of the 
Music Hall Trust, a former president of 
the actors’ union, Equity (where he was 
well-known as an opponent of the left 
wing) has worked closely with TW’s 
St. Katherine’s Dock Development 
chairman Peter Drew. Both want to 
restore Wilton’s as a musical hall and 
highly profitable tourist trap. 

The Tories have said that they don’t 


think that the Half-Moon taking over 

the lease would be ‘financially viable’; 
they deny that their refusal has 
anything to do with the political 
nature of the theatre’s productions. 

However, in view of local opposition 
to property developers and the support 
for the campaign to save Wilton’s for 
the East End community to which it 
belongs, it seems unlikely that the 
Tories will risk making too many 
enemies by allowing the building to be 
demolished to make way for office 
development. It seems more likely that 
they’ll set up a joint trust (including 
the Half-Moon) which will be given the 
lease, enabling the theatre to have 
some influence over its use. This is 
especially so if-as is now rumoured- 
TW are pulling out of the fight for 
Wilton’s, having failed in their 
ludicrous attempt to present a 
benevolent, philanthropic image and 
instead received a lot of not very good 
publicity. 

Meanwhile, the Half-Moon are 
staging a musical, Grand Larceny by 
Andy Smith, based on these events 
and the destruction of the East End by 
speculators and developers. It goes on 
tour throughout the East End from 
Nov 20 ’77D Geoff Ingarfield 


Trespass criminalised 


Next month sees the arrival of the 
Criminal Trespass Laws as part 2 of the 
Criminal Law Act 1977. This law 
creates five new offences involving 
trespass; what’s more, it gives the police 
the power to enter, search and arrest, 
without a warrant, on the grounds that 
they suspect that one of these offences 
has been committed. They carry 
maximum penalties of six months in 
jail and/or a £1,000 fine. Furthermore 
they will be tried only in magistrates’ 
courts, making conviction a virtual 
certainty. 

Briefly, the offences are as follows: 

1. Using or threatening violence to 

secure entry to premises. 

2. Adverse occupation of residential 

property. 

3. Trespassing with an offensive weapon. 

4. Trespassing on embassy premises. 

5. Resisting or obstructing a bailiff or 

sheriff. 

It is very clear that these measures 
provide the state, property speculators 
and industrial barons with plenty of 
scope. Like the immigration laws, the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act and the 
extensive use of conspiracy and public 
order laws, they have been passed with 
the active collusion of all parties in 
Parliament; true to form, the various 
factions of the ruling classes have united 
in the face of growing direct action 
over the last five years. 

The state, with the cooperation of 
the media, have sought to present these 
new offences as being directed solely 
against the squatting movement; 
undoubtedly they will be the first 
target, there have already been at least 
two attempts to use the law as if it is 


already in force. 

However, the Criminal Trespass 
Laws are potentially a very effective 
weapon against all forms of occupation 
—industrial occupations have been 
successfully used to fight back in 
disputes over wages, redundancies, 
closures, equal pay and other issues. 
Add to this number the workers 
involved in hospital work-ins, the 
occupations of empty homes, women’s 
centres and refuges, colleges, rent 
offices, town halls, social security 
offices, nurseries, community centres, 
embassies and recently a sewage shaft 
in North London, and it becomes easy 
to understand this use of squatting as 
a smokescreen. The number of 
‘criminals’ created by this law ‘at a 
stroke’ is staggering. 

Although this law has arrived with 
little hindrance, opposition to its 
repressive intentions is widespread, 
and includes trade unions at national 
and local level, student unions, as well 
as tenants’, squatters’ and other 
community organisations. Naturally 
the state is quite immune to paper 
resolutions; effective opposition will be 
achieved only by continued use of 
occupations in the future. This will be 
possible only if occupations are 
supported and defended by all sections 
of the broad working class movement. 

In order to consolidate opposition, 
the Campaign Against a Criminal 
Trespass Law is holding a national 
conference on November 26/27 at 
Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingham. The 
conference aims to discuss further 
opposition to the law, the defence of 
occupations which are threatened or 



Fare fight in Milan 


attacked and to act as a forum for the 
exchange of experience gained in the 
use of all forms of occupation. 
Information on the campaign and the 
conference may be obtained from: 
CACTL, c/o 35 Wellington Street, 
London WC2. 01-289 3877. 

□ Ray Martin 

On October 31 the GLC housing policy 
committee agreed a scheme to offer 
tenancies in 'hard to let’ fiats to 
squatters in their properties. While the 
scheme is being arranged squatters will 
be offered licences to stay in their 
present homes. The licence fee is likely 
to be £1 to £2 per week per room and 
will not include an obligation on the 
part of the GLC to do repairs. 


Generally families will be rehoused 
together; single, ie. unmarried, people 
will be rehoused in groups of up to 
four. 

The result of this 'magnanimous' 
offer from the Tory GLC will be: an 
end to squatting by the simple 
expedient of changing the name 
'squatter' into ‘tenant’ or ‘licence 
holder’; large supportive communities 
at present based in squats will be 
destroyed along with the political 
significance of those groups; people 
will be given the ’privilege' of paying 
a fee to remain in their homes without 
any of the protection of being a 
tenant under the Rent Acts-all this 
with the backing of the Criminal 
Trespass Laws. 



Ever since Milan’s Communist-Socialist 
government proposed a fare rise for the 
city’s bus and underground services a 
constant direct action campaign has been 
waged against the public transport 
authorities, not only resisting the 
proposed increases but demanding free 
public transport. Buses have been 
hijacked, trains burned and underground 
stations regularly occupied to prevent 
the payment and collecting of fares. 

The campaign, which has attracted 
support from autonomia groups, Circoli 
Giovanili (Youth Circles), the Indians 
and also the highly opportunistic 
Leninist groups Lotta Continua and 
MLS, has been organised by the recently 
formed Lega Libertaria (Libertarian 
League). 

A tube occupation on a Saturday in 
October went like this: several Lega 
Libertaria members met in the morning 
to decide which of Milan’s underground 
stations was to be ‘liberated’ that day. 
Various jobs were assigned and 
‘propaganda materials’ (leaflets, posters, 
spraycans etc.) distributed. Once the 
place and exact time of the 
demonstration were decided twenty to 
thirty people set off immediately to the 
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ATM (initials of Milan's transport authority) Free! ■ ■ ■' the direct action rush hour. 


selected station. On arrival one comrade 
walked through the ticket barrier, to be 
stopped by the ticket controller. Several 
others appeared to give support to the 
first, and this exchange took place: 

‘This is a demonstration against the 
proposed fare increases. It is not a 
violent demonstration so please stay 
calm.’ ‘All right, but I must go and 
report it.’ ‘Look! we said a peaceful 
demonstration, but not a pacifist one, 
so just make yourself comfortable and 
stay put.’ By this time other comrades 
had succeeded in blocking all the ticket 
machines with bits of metal, plastic and 
generous helpings of glue. Others were 
giving out leaflets and others inviting 


people through the barriers for free. 

Lookouts were checking for the arrival 
of the Carabieri and people were 
prevented from reaching the telephones. 


The occupation was only temporary so 
messages of longer duration were left on 
the walls in the form of graffiti and 
posters. After about half an hour 
everyone dispersed to avoid the police. 


While the Lega Libertaria recognise 
many other areas of struggle that need 
to be fought and won, Milan’s anarchists 
and libertarians are determined to make 
these liberatory actions a daily feature 
of the city’s life until everyone rides for 
freeD Enne 


Tokyo towers 


The Japanese government’s claimto 
have removed the last obstacle to the 
construction of the New Tokyo 
International Airport at Narita 
(Sanrizuka) are propaganda bullshit 
What they did was achieve a surprise 
early-morning victory by pulling down 
the farmers’ iron towers that had been 
erected to prevent planes from landing 
and taking off. No one denies them that 
victory, despite the action’s being based 
on a dubious point of law. What can be 
refuted is the govt claim—splashed all 
over the too-willing mass-media that 
the airport can now be opened within 
the year. By removing the biggest 
obstacle first, instead of leaving it till 
last as was confidently expected, the 
govtaimed a psychological knock-out 
punch at the movement’s chin. No 
question that many are stunned; but 
equally no doubt that the movement is 
far from dead. 

The farmers of Sanrizuka resisted 
govLattempts to throw them off their 
land, a few years ago erected two iron 
towers which effectively blocked the 
flightpath, and prevented the start of 
orientation flights for pilots. In order 
to forestall a govt.attempt to pull down 
the towers, the farmers had built living 
quarters inside them, thus converting 
them into houses and therefore more 
difficult to remove. 


Back to the night 



Reclaiming the night 


On Saturday November 12, hundreds 
of women invaded the night streets of 
Brighton, Bristol, Guildford, Lancaster, 
Leeds, London, Manchester, 
Nottingham, Oldham, Salisbury, 
Sheffield, Sunderland, Tyne-Wear and 
York. The actions differed from city to 
city, but all the said women are angry; 
we exist and we are going to be seen 
and heard. 

We demand the right to be on any 
street at any time, to walk alone or in 
groups without men ‘protecting’ us 
from other men. We took action 
because the fear and reality of rape are 
always with us and will always be used 
to keep us in our place—down. 

Some women are afraid to walk 
across their own estates to see friends. 

A woman in Bradford was beaten and 
raped on her way to work. She died 
from these injuries two days later. In 
Leeds six women were raped. They 
were connected incidents but were only 
seriously noticed by the press when a 
‘good’ woman was attacked. Four 


women were prostitutes, and violence 
against prostitutes goes unnoticed. It is 
a largely invisible part of the Game: 
power over women. The local police 
inspector publicly warned women to 
keep off the streets (at all times of the 
day). 

Soho, London: We, as London 
women, chose Soho because it is a 
symbol of all sexploitation. Five 
hundred women started off from 
Leicester Square. Some held torches, 
some held hands, some wore masks and 
stripey make-up. One elegant Dracula 
in grey cloak bared her fangs at passers- 
by. We whooped and yelled. We sang 
and chanted—‘Yes means yes-no means 
no, however we dress and wherever we 
go . . . Just because a woman's a wife it 
doesn't mean yes for the rest pf her life. ’ 
There were cymbals, party squeakers, 
whistles and tin cans clacking. 

Men hassled and jeered—from shouts 
of ‘cunt, cunt’, to ‘they’re all dykes’; 
from 'who’d want to rape them?' to 
'they want to be raped really’. Some 


men backed down when they found 

themselves surrounded by large groups 
of women. Sex shops were stink-bombed, 
decorated with stickers (some men were 
too!) and splashed with red paints. 

Some strip joints turned their lights 
down and shut up. One policeman 
guarded male customers who were 
cowering inside a shop. 


Door to door canvassing before the 
night showed that residents were angry, 
and sympathetic to our action. Some 
women passers-by shouted support to 
us. One woman who lived in the area 
told me her disgust at hearing men 
shout ‘we want rape’. 


It was a great high for me to be part 
of such firework energy. It was chilling, 
too, to see how easily men identified 
with rapists. Until women end the 
distortion of what sex is and what 
women are (and only women and 
consciousness can do this, not the law) 
women will be safe and free nowhere. 
□Margot Farnham 


Without obtaining formal sanction, 
however, the government acted. Soon 
after dawn on May 6, while already 
engaged with farmers' representatives 
concerning the legality of the law 
hitherto quoted to justify the removal 
of the towers, it sent in a secret force 
of bulldozers guarded by riot police, 
and within a few hours the towers were 
down. By enlisting the collusion of the 
courts, it was able to cite an entirely 
different clause in the law to justify its 
action. 

The reaction within the movement 
was one of shock. The towers had been 
a symbol of the anti-state struggle, and 
no-one could believe the radio’s 
announcement of their fall. 


So: the towers are down, and the 
gpvernment has unleashed a veritable 
barrage of propaganda upon the public 
to kill sympathy for the farmers. The 
mass media have, without exception, 
accepted its interpretation. However, 
the way is not yet clear by any means 
for the construction of the airport. The 
reasons are as follows: 

1. No practical transportation link 
between the airpoit and the centre of 
Tokyo has been built. The area is at 
present served by two railway lines 
catering for suburban commuters, but 
these could never hope to absorb the 
extra traffic which the airport would 
create. The existing high-speed 
motorway is also choked with cars, and 
while a new one is on the drawing 
boards, construction has not yet begun. 
Opposition from local residents will not 
make it any easier. The new “bullet- 
train” link is also but a planner’s 
dream because of lack of funds. 
Meanwhile, Narita is farther from the 
centre of Tokyo than any airpdrt in the 

exairfp^le,^^hHime*fr?m^Mamia^o^ ^ 
Japan would be doubled by the time 
required to get to Tokyo. 

2. The airport has only one runway. 

Land requisitioned for the second is 
still in the possession of local farmers, 
who refuse to sell. Moreover, the existing 
runway is too short, as farmers still 
own 750 metres at one end. 

3. The “a(rport” authorities have not 
yet found a way to supply fuel to the 
planes which would land there. Plans to 
transport jet fuel by pipeline from 
nearby refineries have been nipped in 
the bud by local residents’ opposition. 
Provisional plans to transport it by rail 
have also been thwarted by local railway 
workers who, in solidarity with the 
farmers, have refused to take out the 
tanker trains. The Government, by 
means of bribes and blackmail, has 
slowly been bringing local assemblies 
around to accepting its position, but 
this is only serving to demonstrate to 
local people which side their 
“representatives” are really on. 

4. The cost of the airport has risen to an 
astronomical 1 billion yen (£2,000 
million). If the government cannot 
afford to build a road, it will be hard to 
find that kind of money. Moreover, the 
screw has been turned by exposure of 
last year’s budget hearings, in which a 
secret govt.report, revealing that it 
would be cheaper to extend the present 
Tokyo Airport at Haneda, was brought 
to light. 

In other words, what the government 
has achieved by pulling down the towers, 
and what it claims to have achieved, are 
two quite different things. 


The history of the Sanrizuka struggle 
can be followed in Ampo magazine 
(PO Box 5250, Tokyo Int’l, Tokyo, 
Japan) and issue 3 of Libero 
International (Both are stocked at 
Rising Free), or better still through the 
newsletter of the Sanrizuka 
International Support Group (c/o 
Kobe Gakusei Seinen Centre, 3-1-1 
Yamada-cho, Nada-ku, Kobe, Japan 
659). □ Wat Tyler. Libero International 
Editorial Collective. 
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In the last few weeks most people have been aware of the 
important political events occuring in West Germany. The 
existence of so called terrorist groups killing and 
kidnapping leading members of industry and politics 
(apart from Schleyer, the Attorney General Buback, and 
the banker Ponto have been assassinated this year alone) 
is a phenomenon that few people here have understood. 

If little is known about urban guerilla groups like the Red 
Army Fraction (founded in 1970), even less is known 
about the repressive reaction of the State. In order to get 
a bit nearer to understanding the developments in the 
Federal Republic over the last few years, certain 
questions have to be asked and answered. 

Is the expansion of the repressive apparatus solely 
meant to deal with the threat to the State posed by urban 
guerilla groups? The Federal Republic is not a police 
state in the sense that Nazi Germany was; nevertheless 
millions of people have been effortlessly integrated into 
the police apparatus, as deputy sheriffs, searching for the 
wanted ‘terrorists’. How can this be explained? What 
kind of state is the Federal Republic of Germany? How 
ttias the left responded to the situation? 


The three most important guerilla groups-the Red 
Army Fraction (RAF), the Second of June Movement 
(responsible for the kidnapping of leading Christian 
Democrat Peter Lorenz in West Berlin in 1975), and the 
Revolutionary Cells (RZ), describe the Federal Republic 
as an example of ‘new fascism’. 'New fascism’ is a kind of 
institutionalized fascism, where total control is exercised 
by the social and political institutions of the state, and 
not necessarily by its police forces. I would prefer to 
describe West Germany as an authoritarian bourgeois 
democracy, which is using more and more overtly fascist 
measures to destroy all forms of both legal and illegal 
political opposition. Further the guerilla groups believe 
West Germany to be the loyal servant of US imperialism 
-the US policeman in Europe. Although the growth of 
West German neo-imperialism- the interventions in 
Portugal, Italy and Spain show this clearly-is undeniable, 
the description of the Federal Republic as a dependent 
loyal servant of US imperialism both simplifies and 
underestimates the nature of West German capitalism 
and its particular brand of neo-imperialism. 

In ariy case, the urban guerilla groups have declared 


war on this state, and despite the massive attempts by the 
state to destroy them they have survived for seven years. 
The state has not even succeeded in substantially 
reducing their capacity to attack it. 

What the state has succeeded in doing is to 
criminalize all legal forms of political opposition, and in 
presenting and selling ‘terrorists’ as a species of sub¬ 
humans. Everybody who tries to regard ‘terrorism’ as 
political, and who sees the explanation for ‘terrorism in 
the repressive nature of the state itself, are called 
‘sympathizers’, and are criminalized by means of guilt 
through association. In the last few weeks the so-called 
sympathizers have even been seen by the state as the 
people who ‘have to be eliminated if the terrorist groups 
are to be neutralized’. 

This kind of propaganda is accepted unquestioningly 
by the entire population. In the best manner of Goebbels, 
press and television as organs for the official version of 
events, have succeeded in putting over ‘terrorism’ as the 
real threat to the West German working class. They have 
successfully diverted attention from unemployment 
(West Germany has had a million unemployed for more 






















The authoritarian structure of German society has 
ardly changed over the last hundred years. People in 
iermany (both East and West) tend to believe and 
ccept what they’re told. They have an abstract, formal 
nderstanding of democracy. The constitution is 
emocratic, the constitution exists, therefore democracy 
iust exist. Democracy is nothing for which they’ve 
xight, in contrast to the Italian’s fight for democracy 
id against fascism in the 1940s. One should remember 
iscism was never defeated in Germany, it collapsed as 
le result of military defeat. West Germany was a 
nodel’ state from its inception—built according to a 
lueprint worked out by the western allies after the war. 
'orking class militancy, and left-wing opposition had no 
lace in this blueprint. The trade unions, for example, 
e a ‘model’ which all other capitalist countries would 
aarly love to possess. They have always played their 
)le faithfully and successfully. They’re simply there to 
:ep the working class under control, and to guarantee 
lat the exchange value of their agreement with capital 
ligh standard of living, high sickness benefit and so on) 
jesn’t become less. 

Finally, with the possible exception of the Ruhr, all 
orking class communities not destroyed by the war, 
ive since been torn apart by local, federal and state 
ivernments. The content of everyday life has become 
xirer and poorer. Germans go to work, go home and 
atch television. German pubs are either relatively 
npty, or when people are there they don’t talk to each 
her. When working class communities don’t exist as 
e know them here, they can’t undertake struggles in 
eir own interests, nor can they support other 
ruggles. For example, the role that working class 
immunities played in the Miners’ Strikes here is just 
it possible in the Federal Republic. • 

These are the factors that have to be taken into 
count when trying to understand the kind of militant 
cCarthyism rampant in West Germany today. Despite 
e success that different West German governments 
ve had in creating and maintaining ‘social peace’, they 


than two years), and other areas of social and political 

.conflict such as the struggle against nuclear power. The 
practice of the urban guerilla groups has made their task 
easier. The logic of the conflict between guerilla and 
state has demanded an increasing brutality on both sides, 
for instance the kidnapping of Schleyer was logistically 
not possible without the killing of three policemen and 
his driver (probably a security man). This has enabled 
the media to attack the RAF’s claim that their actions 
are only aimed at the mighty—police are regarded more 
or less as normal workers in West Germany by most 
people. The hijacking of the Lufthansa Boeing lent 
further ammunition to this propaganda offensive. The 
message is clear—everybody should feel threatened. 

When people believe this kind of nonsense then it’s only 
logical that they should actively defend ‘their own 
interests’ by joining in the hunt for the ‘terrorists’. The 
RAF describes this kind of propaganda as part of the 
psychological warfare waged by the state against the 
guerilla, what they fail to see is the inherent 
contradiction in their own practice-in their attempts to 
fight effectively against the repressive apparatus, they 
have adopted some of the forms and brutality of the 
apparatus itself. It’s hard to find Durrutti’s principle 
‘We carry a new world in our hearts’ in the politics and 
practice of the RAF: 

Nevertheless, the identification of a large part of the 
West German working and middle classes with the state 
and its repressive policies can’t simply be explained in 
terms of the anti-guerilla propaganda offensive of the 
last seven years. Militant anti-communism has been an 
integral part of official West German ideology since the 
creation of the-Federal Republic in 1948. The Germans 
have been taught to fear everything radical and 
extremist other than the behaviour of their own 
government in the persecution of all forms of left-wing 
opposition. After the war the German Communist 
Party (KPD) was ruthlessly attacked and criminalized, 
leading to its illegajization in 1956. As a working class 
party they didn’t fit in with' the new ‘partnership’ 
ideology between working class and capital. Workers 
should stop thinking of themselves as workers, and 
should regard themselves as worktakers (Arbeitnehmer), 
and capitalists were no longer capitalists but workgivers 
(Arbeitgeber). The interests of the working class were 
then placed in the ‘safe and reliable’ hands of trade union 
bureaucracy. The working class was offered an exchange. 
In return for the highest standard of living in the world; 
they were to give up all militancy and critical opposition. 
They accepted. 

What this means is that very few people have a direct 
:xperience of practical conflict, either on the shop floor 

?r m their uxnaium ues oreisewneF»-.-t>njy- tne let t, ana 

-nore recently young people and members of Citizens 


Gudrun, Andreas, Jan-Carl, tortured and murdered in Stammheim 


nitiatives against nuclear power, have been involved in 
direct physical confrontation with the police. The RAF- 
lolice conflict is seen by most people as a somewhat 
distant spectacle brought near to them through the 
mediation of press and television. The experience of 
K),000 demonstrators against a fast breeder reactor at 
Calkar in September, where they were met by tanks, 
lelicopters and sub-machine guns every few yards, is 
hared by very few. The most common view is that the 
tate is there to protect us and our democracy, and when 
ve have to lose some of our freedoms in the process, 
vefl it has to be done. 


are worried that the crises of capitalism, with 
unemployment and so on, might upset their model. 

This is the key to the explanation of the massive 
expansion of the repressive apparatus and practice. 
Repression has a preventive function. Repressive 
measures aren’t simply introduced as response to 
attacks made on the state by the urban guerilla, their 
wider purpose is to discipline the entire society, to tell 
anybody who doesn’t already know that resistance is 
useless. 

Wherever workers, young people, leftists attempt to 
take their own interests into their own hands they are 
met with the full opposition of the repressive apparatus. 
The main problem for the state in this context is to 
legitimate its actions, and it does this by attempting to 
integrate the content of these autonomous movements, 
as far as possible. For example, ‘anti-authoritairena’ 
kindergartens 1 and youth centres were at first met with 
’ id'opposition', but arthe same time the state 


realized that these projects expressed the real desires of 
large numbers of people, so they’ve tried to integrate 
them, by setting up their own projects. The problem for 
the state is that this 


throughout West Germany whenever a ‘terrorist’ attack 
takes place (everybody has to turn Qn their radios to get 
instructions from the police), are aimed at familiarising 
everyone with police state methods and at making clear 
that the state is in full control, and everybody should 
accept the existence of heavily armed police on every 
street corner as being ‘normal’. 

This kind of preventive repressive has functioned well. 
West Germany has had more than a million unemployed 
for over two years, and yet there has been no major 
struggle against redundancies. The Federal Republic of 
Germany is a huge social prison where as long as you obey 
the rules nothing or little willtiappen to you. For those 
people who step out of line the special treatment - 
described above is reserved. And they can expect little 
solidarity from their fellow prisoners, who don’t see 
themselves as such, and feel threatened when others try 
to make this prison reality clear to them. 


ITHE LEFT AND ITS 
RiSPONSE^^H 


The left has been torn apart by the events of the last 
year. In West Germany there are two main tendencies, 
sectarian Maoists (with the exception of the 
Kommunistische Bund-KB) and the anti-authoritarian 
movement. Trotskyists play almost no role. The 
sectarian Maoists are all true to the Peking line and spend 
most of their time shouting in the desert, without 
recognising it. It’s difficult to take them seriously. Large 
parts of the non-sectarian left have become so involved 
in the hysteria of dissociation from the RAF, that they 
are hardly able to resist attacks made on them by the 
state. It often seems that many groups consider the RAF 
to be their main enemy. The question is, what kind of 
.resistance is possible in the Federal Republic at the 
moment? The left has been criminalized and isolated to 
such an extent that many people are either thinking in 
terms of going underground or into exile. The fact that a 
principle part of the RAF’s political evaluation—namely 
that the legality of the left will be destroyed-has proved 
to be correct, makes the politically more attractive. The 
guerilla will be a fact of West German political life for a 
long time to come. But for those groups who reject the 
politics of the guerilla the situation is disastrous. Nobody 
outside these groups listens to the left at the moment, 
and it si difficult to see how this should change. I think 
that the only option open to the left at the moment is a 
broad non-sectarian alliance against state repression, 
where all remnants of surviving opposition can come 
together. Whether this will happen is another question. 
The Russell Tribunal on the .violation ot numan. r.gnts in 
the Federal Republic which wifFtake’place next'March, 
is a very important factor in this context. The state’s 
vulnerable point is criticism from abroad. Whatever the 
countries at the moment to 


the most important element, ie. self-liberation, is missing. 
The measures taken by the state over the last few years 
are partially an attack on the guerilla, but a closer look at 
laws like the Contact Ban Law (Kontaktsperregesetz), a 
suspension of habeus corpus, and the executive decisions 
taken by the Conference of Interior Ministers show that 
the real target is the intimidation of all forms of 
opposition. The Kontaktsperregesetz isolates prisoners by 
refusing them access to lawyers, relatives, newspapers and 
televisions, but it also means that anybody can be picked 
up by the police, shut away in some unknown prison for 
an indefinite period of time under the pretext of 
supporting terrorism. Similarly, the decision of the 
Interior Ministers (an executive and not a parliamentary 
decision, as most measures are) to sound sirens 


publicize and explain the developments in the Federal 
Republic is the best possible form of intei national 
solidarity; it should be remembered that the German 
model is the model which capitalism would like to 
impose throughout Europe. Events in Portugal have 
shown what West German neo-imperialism is capable of 
achieving. Social peace in a model Europe is clearly what 
the West Germans and their allies hope to impose. The 
fight against model Germany, then, is at the same time 
the fight against the creation of a model Europe along 
West German lines. 

We in West Germany need all possible solidarity if we 
are to survive□ Hans Schmidt 


Siegfried Haag, and blank squares 'terrorists' killed. 
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Half the sky 

Yu Shuet, a former Cantonese Red Guard, fled to Hong Kong in 1973 thoroughhlv 
disillusioned with the 'Great, Glorious, Socialist Red China'. Despite Maoist accusations 
that she had become a rightwinger she reimmersed herself in social-revolutionary struggle 
on arrival. In 1974 her essay The Dust of Rationality was published, criticising Maoism 
and exposing the real conditions inside China. She then edited, with Wu Man, The 
Revelations That Moved The World To Tears a collection of poetry, letters and short 
stories written by young people inside China. Yu Shuet is currently writing a book 
analysing the roots of China's presentday totalitarian character. Zero talked with her 
about the role of women in the country where according to Mao's phrase, women hold 
up half the sky. 




Zero-. Can you give us a general outline of the position 
of women in Chinese society and compare it with the 
situation of women in Hong Kong? 

Yu Shuet: It’s much better if you ask specific questions, 
because I don’t know much about Hong Kong. 

What is the family structure tike in today’s Red China? 
Are there any differences from the traditional type, 
have there been any moves to change it since 1949? 

Yu :There are no changes at all. Very much the same 
as in the traditional way: the father is still the head of 
the family and everyone else is under his authority. 

How about free-love and living together, is this allowed 
in China? 

Yu: Of course it is not so open as it is in Hong Kong, 
especially since it is not allowed within the ideology. 

For example, if you and I talk about this question you 
don’t feel surprised or freaked out-but, in China, if 
you talk freely to anyone that you are living with 
someone then people will probably show surprise and 
even reprove you. 

Does the party take any action against those that live 
together? 

Yu: Yes, it’s illegal- you can be sent to labour 
re-education. 1 

What is their excuse? 

Yu: illicit intercourse. 

WiHjJiey condemn you as petty-bourgeois? . ., 5 

i Vu. Of course, but this is not the reason for your 

sentence, it’s only our thought critique. 

Is there any age limit for marriage? 

Yu: They are advocating late marriage at the moment. 

Is there a fixed minimum age for marriage? 

Yu: Yes, 28 for men and 26 for women. 2 
How about divorce? 

Yu: Yes you can get a divorce, but you have to get 
permission, i.e. a divorce certificate. 

If the divorce is only raised by one side, what happens? 

Yu: There has to be agreement on both sides before a 
divorce settlement. I think it’s the same everywhere 
in the world. 

Are abortion and contraception available in China? 

Yu: Yes, as China advocates birth control, it is 
available. It doesn’t matter whether you are married or 
not, you can get an abortion and contraception. 

However, this is only a recent development, and the 
reason is population control, not women’s 
emancipation, China’s population is too large. 

If an unmarried woman becomes pregnant, is it 
possible for her to get an abortion? 

Yu: I think their basis for abortion is very simple, 
they don’t consider whether you’re married or not. 

But the people in your unit know about it, you can 
be sent to labour re-education for having illicit 
intercourse. 

Well, it ’s quite easy for the people in the unit to know 
about it, so in other words, it's very easy for you to 
get sentenced. 

Yu: Yes. 

Is there any incidence of rape in China? 

Yu: Yes, a lot. Many prisoners are jailed because of 
this. 


What is the court’s attitude to the woman in such cases? 
Yu: I don’t know about that. 3 

Are there any cases of battered wives in China, as this 
is very common in Hong Kong. 

Yu: Yes, it’s the same in China. I would say that male 
chauvinism is even greater in China than Hong Kong. 

In Hong Kong, women are more independent and if 
such things occur, they can leave the family, or get a • 
divorce, but it’s very difficult to get a divorce in China, 


or to leave the family, so even if women are beaten-up 
there is still nothing they can do. 

How about the government. We always hear through 
the media that they are trying to raise the position of 
women in China. 

Yu: Oh, this is only for their own political reasons. 
What they want is to have some women to participate 
in some roles in the administration. For example, in 
the factories they want some women to become part 
of the administrative staff, or in the Standing 
Committee of the Peoples Conference there may be 
some women to vice-chair some committees. In other 
words, they just want to put some women in some 
positions in the government or party. This to me, is 
not women’s liberation at all. It is only a type of 
official politics; they just want as many people to 
participate in their party politics as possible. It is to 
serve their politics, and it is not going to get you 
freedom. In production, they are trying to get more 
women to work. For example, in factories they set up 
nurseries, the reason being to get more women to 
work, because in a lot of traditional villages, there’s 
still a large number of women not taking part in 
production as they have children to look after, and 
this reduces the production force. It is for this reason 
they set up the nurseries, not for women’s liberation. 
So, their 'women’s liberation’ is designed to get more 
productive labour and to provide more tools to make 
people participate in their politics. It is very much the 
same as in Hong Kong and the West. The capitalists 
say that women should hayeTheir right towc ' ' 
socTcfyTn ufwWen ‘they sa'rJc, me'HffoTiv^s IU 
achieve a better way to use the whole human race; 
why just exploit male labour.on the market, the 
women should be exploited too! They are not 
looking at it from a revolutionary humanitarian point 
of view at all. The Chinese gbvernment only advocated 
‘women’s liberation’ from a capitalist profit-making 
viewpoint, not real emancipation. For example, there 
is the very laughable thing where they say that a man 
can go out into the field to wash the cows, so women 
should be able to do that too; a man can lift 150 
catty (250 lbs) so women should be able to do that too. 
This is very clearly ridiculous, they just want to exploit 
women’s labour, because we know women are 
obviously physically different from men. 

Also it's dear that their view is that men are all right— 
what is needed now is to raise the capability of women 
in production. 

Yu: Yes, it’s not like maths where one is equal to one. 
Even among men there are different capabilities; 
some men can lift 150 catty, others can’t. They are not 
talking about everyone doing what they can, just about 
exploiting everyone equally. 

Is it easy for women to get promoted at work? 

Yu: No, it s not easy at all. That’s why the government 
have had to start their campaign. Just look at the 
situation in their Central Committee and see how many 
women are in it, then we can understand how bad the 
situation is. 

Can you give us a general outline about the nursery 
system? Do women have to go to the nursery to look 
after their children during their tea-breaks? 

Yu: The nursery is available to all babies and children 
up to seven. It only opens during the daytime and the 
children have to be taken home after they close. It 
depends how old the children are; if they need to be 
breast-fed, then the mothers have to go to the nursery 
to feed them; if they don’t need feeding then the 
mothers aren’t allowed to see their children. They 
still breast-feed children in China, only one tin of 
powdered milk is issued when a child is born. Anyway, 
in most of the farming villages they don’t have any 
nursery. 

Is there any difference in education between the sexes? 


Yu: There is a difference in the farming villages, but 
not in the factories—the class of skilled labour you are 
determines your wage. In the farming villages it is quite 
common for women to get two work points 4 less than 
men. 

In the factories, what class of skilled labour do the 
women usually belong to. 

Yu: I don’t know much about the factories. I believe 
there is a difference between men and women. It is 
usually that men are skilled workers and women are 
not, and therefore get lower wages. I believe it is the 
culture which always makes women less important than 
men, so they tend not to become technically skilled. 

Is there any sex education in Chinese schools? 

Yu: No there is no sex education in schools. And even 
in health education when the teacher mentions sex, 
they laugh. 

Is there any difference in expectations regarding the 
sexes? 

Yu: No, except in old peoples’ minds. However, as the 
children grow up, they realise that they have less and 
less control over their lives—they give up. 

Do people talk about masturbation? 

Yu: No, they don’t. They may not even know about 
the term at all. I think if you talk about it, they’d 
probabiy see you as floods and monsters'. 5 Of course, 
ip reality it exists; some friend told me that in the 
labour camp he saw people punished for it. 

And what is their attitude towards homosexuals? 

Yu: Floods and monsters! 

Have women in China heard about the women’s 
movement in the West? 

Yu: No. The only one who talked about it is Chiang 
Chin, 6 and what she said is what I have just told you. 
During the cultural revolution, did you ever think 
about the problems that women face? 

Yu: No. We were only students then and we didn’t 
suffer much repression, so we hadn’t thought about it 
at all. 

What is your view of women’s liberation now? 

Yu: I think it is very important and our emancipation 
is a very basic if ' ‘ ' ~ ‘ - 



Yu: No, there are none, but I think that it’s going that 
way and that sooner or later there will be a difference. 

Is it easy for women to get into higher education? 

Yu: It is still less in percentage terms, but I don’t know 
the reason. 

Is there any difference between men and women's wages? 


NOTES 

1. Labour camps used to ‘re-educate’ offenders. 

2. While not actually illegal it is officially unacceptable to 
marry below this age. 

3. Trials are not closed in China but they are unannounced. 
Consequently most Chinese know almost nothing about the 
functioning of the courts. 

4. Work voucher system by which village and agricultural 
workers are paid. 

5. Floods and monsters is a Chinese expression for something 
that is so dangerous nothing can stop it. 

6. Chiang Chin, member of Central Committee until early this 
year when she was arrested as one of the ‘gang of four’. 
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The first women’s festival ever to be held in Britain— 
and the longest to be held anywhere-will take place 
in the Drill Hall, London, from Nov. 29 to Dec. 19. 

The programme includes women’s theatre, film, video, 
dance, music, discussion, art, crafts, children’s events, 
workshops etc.—you name it, it’ll probably be 
happening. 

This festival has been organised by a group of women, 
some of whom are in Gay Sweatshop, whose new play 
Voices is central to the programme. In fact, the women 
took the opportunity of the Drill Hall booking Voices 
for three weeks to organise this festival around it. 

Their inspiration has come from a desire to bring 
together women’s political and cultural activities 
because although there is a great deal going on (so much 
in fact that they have had to turn down contributions), 
never has it all been brought together. This is an event 
that we’ve all dreamed of for a long time. 

The programme is co-ordinated to make the 
connection between art and politics in a way that will 
stimulate women into ‘thinking, doing and working’ in 
a consciously feminist perspective. It is hoped that not 
only will it be a celebration for women already 
committed to feminism, but that other women will 


****** 

come along too. One idea is that committed sisters 
should bring along a friend who isn’t! The events are 
all day, so why not take time off work to come along? 
Workoholics can come along in the evenings. 

Everything has been thought of-there will be a book 
and record stall, an information desk, a creche and 
children’s activities, accommodation arrangements, 
facilities for the handicapped, cream teas and classical 
music, and a great time will be had by all. 


Women’s music is an exciting part of the programme. 
The range is startling-from Terry Quaye’s Moonspirit 
playing late night jazz along with-Ova, to Clapperclaw, a 
group of four women playing humorous and satirical 
political songs in the folk genre; to the feminist rock 
band Jam Today; to Frankie Armstrong’s feminist 
analysis of women's story through traditional folksongs; 
to the classical musicians of the Adelphi String Quartet. 
Meg Christian and Teresa Trull, two feminist singers 
from the United States who record with Olivia records 
will be coming over to appear. A vast range of women’s 
records and literature will be on sale at the festival. 

Workshop and discussions 

Workshops at the festival will tend to be linked to 
the theme of the day. The discussions incorporate the 
full range of feminist thought, from birth techniques to 
prostitution, women and rape, and women writers. A 
wide political perspective is evident, and the group 
with it right is the Anarchist/Feminist group workshop 
on 13th December 4-6pm. (see you there!). 

Theatre 

Voices—XW\s new play by American writer Susan 
Griffin will be performed every day but Tuesdays. 
Voices is a central thread running throughout the 
festival (in fact the festival grew around the play’s 
being booked at the Drill Hall in the first place). It 
shows five women of different ages and backgrounds 
talking about their lives, and developing towards a 
feminist consciousness. It is performed by the women 
in Gay Sweatshop, directed by Kate Crutchley. 

Who are the Guinea Pigs?- this is a play by Michele 
Frankel and Melanie Thompson, based on the 
experiences to two women who were given the 
contraceptive Depo-Provera. The play points out that 


women can be used as guinea-pigs unknowingly (as in 
the case of women who have been using this three- 
monthly injection) by the medical profession. Depo- 
Provera tends to be given to women in poor, working 
class areas, the political implications of which are 
obvious, and the dangers of this unlicensed drug are 
left hidden. It can cause anything from irregular 
bleeding to cervial or breast cancer. In the discussions 
following performances the issue of how best to 
question and challenge doctors is taken on practically. 

Bouncing Back With Benyon, performed and written 
by Pirate Jenny Team Two is a satire on SPUC and 
anti-abortion bills. It is very funny and altogether good 
agitprop theatre. 

Film 

Pride of Place directed by Dorothea Gazidis, camera 

by Kim Longinotto Landseer, is a prize-winning 
documentary about life in a public school from a girl’s 
point of view. The film is penetrating but not 
malicious— its points are made with skill and humour. 

Other films being shown concern women of various 
lifestyles—there is a prostitute (Trip Pound Jenny), a 
woman losing her sanity through loneliness (The 
Legacy), and three old schoolfriends, now married 
(Wives)', several films about the condition of women in 
the Third World, especially the Middle East and Latin 
America (The Hour of Liberation, The Sandwich, 

Horse of Mud, To The People of The World, Women of 
Marrakesh, The Double Day), and a cartoon feminist 
history of Switzerland (Swiss Graffiti). 

Dance 

There will be four dance items. Two will be 
performances by Emilyn Claid, Jacky Lansley and 
Mary Prestidge (from X6 Dance Space) and two will be 
participatory performances by Anna Wise and the 
Natural Dance Workshop. 


An exhibition of photographs will be mounted 
throughout the festival, including work by well-known 
(Angela Philips, the Hackney Flashers) and not so well 
known photographers. There will also be an exhibition 
of women’s painting and sculpture. 

Information 

in the conversations we’ve had with the women 
organising this festival we found their enthusiasm 
really infectious. They’ve worked very hard to produce 
this three week celebration of women’s ideas and 
activities. There are at present a growing number of 
women’s centres, a growing interest in women’s art, 
women’s agitprop theatre, women’s health and 
women’s control over all aspects of our lives. But what 
we need now is a big, per nanent women’s centre, and 
with space enough to allow for a continuous 
expression of all this activity □ Sharon and Patsie 

Further details and the full programme of events are 
available from Women ’77, The Drill Hall, Chenies 
Street, London WC1. Tel. 01-637 7664. Those needing 
(or able to contribute accommodation) should contact 
Joan Airy, 5 Grove Dwellings, London El. If you can 
help in staffing the creche contact the same address. 
The procession starting the festival leaves the Drill Hall 
at 2pm on Nov. 29. The Craft Day is on Dec. 10 
(10am. to 4pm.), sale and exhibition. Details from 
01-637 7664. 
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reasons of space. ___ 

Dear friends* 
l.have only just discovered 
your great magazine, in 
Rough Trade record shop, 
imi it’s very good that it got 
in there because shops that specialise in 
New-Wave rock are, naturally enough, 
frequented by New-Wave fans, a fair 
number of whom are very discontented 
with the current order of things. Young 
people must be reached because few of 
them have clear political ideas, so it _ 
they can be convinced of anarchism s 

beauty and, perhaps even more 

important, its practicability, this will be 
a crucial gain. My main reason for 
writing, apart from my excitement at 
discovering Zero is to offer the services 
of the group to which I belong, the 
Outsiders in playing benefits for Zero. 

Adrian 

Long Ditton, Surrey 




Dear Zero* 

W0P I liked Zero-a few people 
| know thought it was a bit 
re&ffF thin on feminist content 
but I’m sure that will 
develop. Our anarchist group is 
relatively small but fairly active—we 
have fortnightly meetings, and discuss 
things like the family and relating the 
personal to the political etc. we are also 
doing some stuff on the property 
developers in the council for the local 
elections. I am also fairly involved in 
^ the womens movement here—at 
▼ present we are fighting some 

repressive abortion legislation 
^ that the government is 

attempting to introduce 
^ and we’ve been doing a 
^ lot of street theatre, 
^and other more 
nasty things. A 
number of us in 
^ the anarchist 
group and 



other women are interested in 
forming an anarcho-feminist collective 
to develop some ideas and maybe write 
something. It’s a lovely spring day here 
-and I’m sitting in the attic watching 
the trees roll in the wind. 

With love and solidarity, 

Margaret 

Christchurch, New Zealand 
Salut,* 

I wasn’t there, but I was 
very much involved in the 
apres Malville discussions. 

The first point is that 
anarchists were not free from blame in 
turning Malville into a confused fiasco. 

As your article pointed out, the original 
aim was to take over the site using non¬ 
violent tactics. This aim was changed to 
a ‘legal’ march merely as a show of force. 
Obviously many people, and in 
particular the anarchists from the 
Anarchist Federation and other groups, 
were very angry at this decision. But 
instead of working with the organisers, 
instead of working with the people who 
had changed, some tried to impose their 
view demagogically, and at the last 
minute. This happened at the Montalieu 
general meeting, and when John Lintolt 
and Roy Carr-Hill talk about imposed 
decisions from the ‘might of the organised 
French left’, we Should remember that 
this included the Anarchist Federation. 

As a writer in the Lyon libertarian paper 
IRL concludes, anarchists are not free 
from the paranoia and megalomania 
which typify political sects. The result 
of the manipulation by extreme left 
groups and anarchists was the chaos, 
confusion and lack of organisation which 
everybody agrees was present at Malville. 

The second point is the question of 
violence/non-violence. The ecologists 
and ‘non-violents’ (La Gueule Ouverte, 
union pacifists, comites Malville) were 
determined to be non-violent but did 
not sufficiently consider the need for 
efficient organisation. There was a lack 
of walkie-talkies (called talkie-walkies 
in France!), megaphones, original ideas 
on autodefense etc. The anarchists—not 
all anarchists of course, but most of the 
‘violent’ group were anarchists—went 
armed with helmets, sticks, molotov 
cocktails. In other words, both groups 
were polarised from the start. It seems 
to me that a confrontation with the 
CRS would be violent because the CRS 
would not hesitate to attack. On the 
other hand, to go armed ready to attack 
is I think equally unrealistic—especially 
' if you consider how nervous the CRS 
‘ are in these situations. Well 

organised- in the best sense of the 
word organised —with everyone 
k willing to participate actively 
‘ in the organisation, 

imaginative and creative. 
r a strategy of 

autodefense and 
^determination 
^ a could have 
^ worked in 
^ defeating 
<0 ^ ^*the CRS. 

Vu'” 

\ ' % 


group. Sorry for the confusion- 


idea of blinding the CRS (weather 

permitting) with a few thousand 
mirrors didn’t materialise. Another idea 
was the use of kites to prevent the CRS 
helicopters seeing what was going on. 

A seventy-year-old I met after Malville 
told me that his idea of using laughing 
gas had been rejected. Shame. It is 
these sort of ideas rather than abstract 
discussions of violence/non-violcnce 
that could have turned Malville into a 
celebration of people’s ideas, and of 
their refusal to accept an imposed death 
bomb. 


machinery. They need your support. 

Demand political status. Write to Roy 
Mason, Secretory of State for 
Northern Ireland, Stormont, Northern 
Ireland, and Callaghan, 10 Downing 
Street, London. 


Paddy Hill 
Lyon, France 



Dear Zero, 

Since the ending of 
MUiS'ii political status in March 
last year the number 
of prisoners 

fighting to retain political status in 
Northern Irish prisons has steadily 
grown. These prisoners 
of war are refusing to accept 
criminal status, not 
because they believe themselves better, 
or above, the so-called common 
criminal. This struggle is necessary to 
continually remind the world that the 
people of Northern Ireland are at war 
against British imperialism. 

The struggle for status began in 
September 1976 with the conviction of 
the first Republican prisoner since the 
removal of political status, Kieran 
Nugent refused to wear prison clothes 
or do any prison work. Today 200 
prisoners in Long Kesh cell block, 

Crumlin Road and Armagh jail are 
spending 24 hours a day in their cells, 
naked except for a blanket, deprived of 
reading material, visits and letters. 

Beaten at any excuse, they are forced 
to collect food from the canteen naked, 
humiliated and ridiculed at every 
opportunity. With their food often 
contaminated to render it impossible 
to eat, the prisoners are already 
suffering from sores and rashes due to 
their inadequate diet. A speaker for 
the Relatives Action Committee said 
that the prisoners had been subjected 
to vicious cruelty in an attempt to 
break their morale. The prisoners in 
‘H’ Block at Long Kesh are all suffering 
from failing eyesight because they are 
denied any exercise in fresh air. They 
have to live in an environment where 
they are subjected to the glare of 
artificial strip lighting permanently. 

The prisoners in ‘B’ Wing, Crumlin 
Road jail are completely naked, even 
denied a blanket to cover them. The 
women prisoners in Armagh jail are 
isolated in ‘A1’ Wing. When they are 
permitted to leave the cells in the 
morning to go to the toilet, they are 
accompanied by wardens with guard- 
dogs. These dogs are encou raged to 
attack the women at the slightest 
excuse. . 

The prisoners are steadily losing 
their remission. Every fortnight they 
are disciplined. Days in solitary 
confinement are impossible, because 
of the overcrowded conditions, so the 
beds and blankets are removed from 
the cells for three days and nights. 

These men and women are 
' ^ struggling against one of the most 

oppressive manifestations of the state 


Dear Fellow Workers, 

We are a group of anarchists 
who’ve decided to get 
together regularly to get 
involved in workers’ 
struggles in London, exchange 
experiences, and come up with some 
answers to problems we face with 
Unions, management, industrial action, 
isolations, sexism etc. We aim to be an 
open and active group, so all anarchists 
and other independent militants, 
whether industrial or home workers, or 
self employed, are encouraged to come 
along. We meet fortnightly at Rising 
Free (see Agitprop). 

Dave 

London Workers Group 
Box W, Rising Free, 

182 Upper Street 
London N1 



Dear Zero* 

I was very 
impressed with 
Zero 3, 
especially the 
letters page! I was on (or 
rather near to) writing a 
letter like the one from 
North London AWA myself. 

Glad they.did it for me. As 
for myself, rape is a “means 
by which all men hold all 
women in a state of 
powerlessness’’. Not that I 
feel any great desire to go 
out and rape (though I do 
recognise-and am working 
on-my murky subconscious). 

Rather, that I can walk home 
at night whistling ‘Sukiyaki’ 
while Hiroko, with whom I 
live, cannot. That is why all 
men are responsible for rape, 
and until men begin 
organising as men to create 
awareness of their 
participation in a system 
that creates fear-instead of 
leaving it all to women-the 
situation will continue. 

Love and struggle 

Wat 

Japan 

Dear Zero Collective* 

Please don’t send me any 
more issues of Zero'. The 
issues I still have left on 
Ulii my subscription please 
send to Plymouth feminist group. I have 
reached this decision because, I 
personally, don’t get any benefit from 
the predominantly feminist line of 
Zero. The class struggle is the most 
important issue from my own position 
as a member of the working-class. 

Good bye and good luck, 

Graham Short 
Pennycross, Plymouth 
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GRUNWICKS. By Joe 
Rogaly. (Penguin 80p) 


When two sides in a conflict have 
unequal power, ’fair play’ will always 
favour the stronger side. Liberals who 
insist on fairness in the Grunwick 
struggle inevitably lend support to the 
employers, for the employers own and 
control the means of production and 
the workers own only their ability to 
work.-This gives overwhelming strength 
to the former. Joe Rogaly’s book is a 
masterpiece of'fairness’, and thus a 
gross distortion of what is happening 
at Grunwick. 

The faults of this book spring from 
Rogaly’s failure to understand what 
class is. For him, the working class is 
distinguished from the capitalist class 
by different mortality rates, sick pay 
schemes and type of cigarettes smoked, 
and not by the fact that the workers 
have no control over the means by 
which they produce their livelihood. 

He sees the class struggle not as the root 
of the Grunwick dispute, but as 
something imported by the Unions 
and thus, after his account of the initial 
walkout in 1976, he loses sight of the 
Grunwick workers and relates only the 
doings of APEX, Brent Trades Council 
and the TUC’ 

Rogaly also overlooks the real 
significance of the fact that the 
Grunwick workforce is predominantly 
Asian and female. He realises this is a 
way of keeping wages down but not 
that Grunwick workers are doubly 
exploited. He gives some interesting 
background material on the East 

African Asians, but in the end hr 




workers as petit bourgeois housewives 
working for pin money. The fact that 
many of their husbands are in work 
almost justifies for Rogaly the 
appalling wages Grunwick pay. He 
overlooks the fact that women and 
blacks constitute a secondary labour 
market, working in the worst industries 
and first to get the boot in a crisis. The 
important thing is not whether 
Grunwick workers’ wages compare 
favourably with wages in other film 
processing forms, but the fact that 
workers everywhere have no control 
over their work. 

Rogaly’s impartiality is, in fact, 
pretty fragile. There is an enormous 
difference between his account of 
Brent Trades Council and his account 
of the National Association for 
Freedom. He makes much of the 
number of committees on which 
‘bearded, twenty-eight year-old’ Jack 
Dromey sits and the Trades Council’s 
links with tenants’ associations, Brent 
Women’s Centre, the OAP’s committee, 
Harlesden Advice Centre, Brent 
Community Relations Council, etc. etc. 
He manages to imply that the whole 
business is rather sinister. 

When he comes to NAFF, however, 
we are not told of its connections. 

We are not told, for example, that 
Robert Moss, its director, worked for 
the Institute for the Study of Conflict, 
which follows Kitson’s counter¬ 
insurgency theories, has contact with 
the South African security force 
BOSS, and advocates the sacking of 
communists. We are not told that 
Brian Crozier, the director of the 
Institute, is on the NAFF Council, 
nor that he set up the CIA-backed 
Forum World Features who 
commissioned Moss’s book Chile’s 
Marxist Experiment, nor that Moss 
looks forward to the day when a 
British Pinochet comes to power. 

Instead, Rogaly treats us to a 
summary of Moss’s book The Collapse 
of Democracy. However, he lets the 
cat out of the bag when he says that 


some of NAFF’s policies are in tune 
with what he himself has argued in his 
Financial Times column. 

He believes that the laws on 
industrial relations should be more 
explicit and that working class people 
can best pursue their interests through 
parliamentary and legal channels. He 
harps on the ‘power of the Unions’, 
but does not recognise that the 
corollary of their power is the help they 
give the efficient running of capitalism: 
the most important thing about the 
mass picket on July 11 was the way 
the big trade union delegations led 
people away from Grunwick, allowing 
the scab bus inO Marshall Colman 

THE ULSTER CONFLICT. By 
Dave Mansell 


(Interrogations 10/11. £1.) 


Interrogations is a quarterly International 
Review of Anarchist Research which 
began publication at the end of 1974. 

For two years it was edited by the 
veteran anarchist Louis Mercier Vega, 
for a year it has been produced by an 
anarchist collective in Turin, and so far 
there have been eleven fat issues 
containing long articles in four languages 
—French, Italian, Spanish and English. 

The main problem of such a 
publication is of course that few people 
can read more than one language, and 
even with abstracts in the other three 
languages most of each issue is 
inaccessible to most people. Those who 
read only English have-had relatively 
few articles, virtually all from the 
United States, but the two latest issues 
(10 and 11) contain a 30 .000 word • 
Bmish anarchist press, aAd for the - 
first time Interrogations is directly 
relevant to readers in this country. 

The Ulster Conflict is, however, a 
disappointing item to find in a paper 
which is both international and 
anarchist. Mansell has written a 
detailed account of Northern Ireland, 
going back two thousand years, which 
will be found informative and interesting 
especially by non-British readers, but 
which in general says little that can’t be 
found in standard books on the subject, 
and which in particular says little about 
factors that are crucial to any libertarian 
discussion of the Northern Irish question. 

Mansell mentions Marxist analysis, 
and, although he doesn’t explicitly 
either reject or accept it, his approach 
does seem to be generally Marxist. It is 
of course important to include such 
economic factors as class structure, land 
ownership, modes of production, 
multinational capitalism, and imperialist 
exploitation in a discussion of Ulster, 
as of any other political problem, but, 
as Tom Nairn emphasises in his Marxist 
book The Break-up of Britain (New Left 
Books, 1977), a Marxist analysis misses 
precisely the essential factors which 
dominate Ulster—religion and nationalism. 

Mansell says that the Ulster conflict 
‘has not been over doctrinal differences’, 
which is true but misleading. Few 
religious conflicts have been over 
doctrinal differences, because religion 
goes beyond doctrine to provide much 
of the system of belief and behaviour 
which gives a community its identity. 
Mansell puts the ‘development’ of 
Catholic and Protestant ‘identity’ in 
Ulster into quotation marks, as if the 
process involved the artificial creation 
of imaginary entities. He doesn’t quite 
say that the two communities suffer 
from false consciousness, or that the 
two religions are rival brands of 
people’s opium, but he comes 
dangerously close to this simplistic 
diagnosis which is the common left- 
wing non-explanation of hard facts. 

The first hard fact is that Northern 
Ireland contains two similar, but 


separate communities identified by two 
similar but separate nations, or peoples, 
or races. Whatever you call them, the 
Irish Catholics (the indigenous 
population long subjugated by the 
English) and the Ulster Prdtestants 
(the Presbyterian Scots imported by the 
English to help subjugate the Irish) are 
not just victims of British imperialism 
who refuse to unite against their real 
enemies, but are genuine phenomena 
which must be treated phenomeno¬ 
logically—that is, in terms of their own 
beliefs and behaviour. 

The second, hard fact is that there is 
no solution ter the*Northern Irish 
question, apart from violent 
suppression at one extreme or gradual 
evolution at the other. The two 
communities are at the same time so 
narrowly segregated in history, culture, 
housing,education, and employment, 
and so widely mixed geographically 
and economically that conflict is almost 
inevitable and cooperation almost 
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impossible. Mansell mentions some of 
the few instances of joint activity, but 
they are exceptions that prove the rule, 
and any realistic prognosis must take 
account of the contra-indications 
suggested by Cyprus, Palestine, or even 
Southern Africa. 

Yet, in a situation which has baffled 
all liberal and socialist efforts, there is 
a libertarian approach to Northern 
Ireland, and perhaps the most 
disappointing feature of The Ulster 
Conflict is that Mansell says so little 
about recent significant developments, 
giving only a few pages to the Troubles’ 
of the past decade, and barely 
mentioning the encouraging signs which 
suggest that there may be a human 
answer to the Northern Irish question. 
□Nicolas Walter 

MUTINIES: 1917-20. By Dave 

H>) 


Lamb. (Solidarity SOp) 


This carefully researched pamphlet 
continues Solidarity’s consistent 
attempts to generalise the experience 
of ‘all those who are in conflict with 
the present authoritarian social 
structure, both in industry and society 
at large’. [As We See /^.Libertarians 
often distrust the idea of militancy in 
the armed and police forces, ignoring 
the fact that they are recruited from 
the working class and that the divisions 
within them between order-givers and 
order-takers are class divisions. They 
sometimes confuse opposition to the 
organisation with opposition to its rank 
and file. It is a mistake one would not 
expect of libertarians. Working for a 
revolution with no vanguard or central 
command, and one that does not 
reproduce the organisation of the 
bourgeois state, they depend more on 
the disaffection, sororisation and 
fraternisation of the armed forces than 
do the Leninists. 


Mutinies describes some of the 
strikes, walkouts, demonstrations and 
take-overs by soldiers and sailors at the 
close of the First World War. Sick of 
conditions sometimes worse than those 
of enemy prisoners, eager for demobil¬ 
isation, fearful of unemployment when 
they were demobbed and reluctant to 
fight against the Bolsheviks, they took 
great risks and overthrew the authority 
of their officers. (The class nature of 
these mutinies is highlighted by the 
number of NCO’s who participated.) 
Some of the mutinies were small and 
shortlived: 500 RAF men at Biggirt.HHf 
went on strike for improvements in 
their living conditions, and met with 
complete and almost immediate success. 
Others were much larger: 20,000 
soldiers went on strike at Southampton 
and took over the docks, bot were, 
easily quelled. Others were far-reaching 
in their consequences: in Calais the 
troops formed a Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Association, democratically organised 
on I'ne basis of delegation. In the 
actions that Dave Lamb mentions—and 
his list is not exhaustive-some 80,000 
people were involved. Considering the 
risk of being killed on the spot, the 
power against which they rose up and 
the years of military indoctrination 
some of them had absorbed, the 
significance of these actions is greater 
than the numbers might at first suggest. 


1 



The military and civil authorities 
were extremely worried by the mutinies. 
A secret War Office Circular (leaked by 
the Daily Herald ) asked officers for 
regular reports on the loyalty of their 
men. ‘Will troops in various areas 
respond to orders for assistance to 
preserve the public peace? Will they 
•assist in strike-breaking? Will they 
•parade for draft to overseas, especially 
to Russia?’ it said. With small let-up in 
pre-war industrial militancy and the 
success of the Bolsheviks facing them, 
the ruling class realised the reliability 
of the troops was crucial. Dave Lamb 
suggests that the Bolshevik military 
success was largely due to the 
disaffection of the troops sent to attack 
them. At Seleskoe and Archangel, 
counterrevolutionary forces refused to 
fight. 

It is over-optimistic to believe that all 
mutinies are essentially libertarian. 

More important than the casting down 
of old structures is the character of the 
new organisation thrown up. Although 
many soldiers and sailors formed 
councils, other risings were diffuse 
expressions of anger—for example, the 
riot of ex-servicemen in Luton in which 
the town hall was burnt down. But 
Mutinies demonstrates that the 
‘impossible’ can happen. As Dave Lamb 
puts it, ‘the armed forces can them¬ 
selves become a source of revolutionary 
activity giving expression to libertarian 
demands.’ □ Marshal Coleman 
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EVENTS 

* MARCH AGAINST 
STAMMHEIM KILLINGS Sat. . 
Dec. 10. Assemble at Victoria 
Embankment (Embankment 
tube) at 1pm. March starts at 
2pm., via Lufthansa offices, 
Ambassador’s residence, 

German Embassy to deliver 
protest against killings, ending 

at Holbein Place. Organised by 
new political prisoners’ support 
organisation Black Aid. 

★ SOUTH EAST (INCLUDING 
LONDON) LIBERTARIAN 
CONFERENCE. January 27/28/ 

29 at Essex University, Wivenhoe 
Park, Colchester, Essex. Main 
workshops Communication and 
Sexual Politics (including 
Women’s workshop). Creche, 
food, floor space (bring sleeping 
bags). Registration Friday 
evening. Chabrol’s NADA 
showing Saturday evening. All 
those wishing to attend contact 
Libertarian Socialist Society, 
c/o Students Union (address 
above) as soon as possible. 

4 - WOMEN’S FESTIVAL ’7 J. 

First women’s festival ever held 
in Britain Nov. 29 to Dec. 19 at 
the Drill Hall, Chenies Street, 
London WC1. Tel. 01-637 7664. 
Theatre, film, video, dance, 
music, discussion, art, crafts, 
children’s events, workshops .. 

. 68 CLUB at the new West 
fndian Sports and Social Club/ 
Community Centre, Westwood 
Street, Moss Side,Manchester 14. 
Sundays 8 pm. 

27th Nov. China Today 
discussion by workers who have 
just returned from China. 

4th Dec. Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade-discussion with 
Sandy Merritt. 

★ HOW THE BAD OLD DAYS 
WILL END. Social Revolution 
reprint of situationist inspired ‘A 
Modest Proposal For How The 
Bad Old Days Will End’ by 
Charles Lutwidge available again 
(5p+post) 83 Gregory Crescent, 
Sltham, London SE9. 

. LEFT WITHOUT MARX. 

Libertarian Study group on 

Marxism. The next meeting will 
discuss the Communist 
Manifesto. Dec 2, 7.30pm at the 
Roebuck pub, 108a Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wl. 

Details 01-555 5248. 

* LIVERPOOL, LIBERTY 
HALL Events. At the Everyman 
Bistro, Hope St., Liv 1. Every 
Sun. 8 pm. 25p (non-mem 40p). 
Each event followed by social 
and disco. Dec 4 Comolli’s 
film Brazilian anarchist 
commune La Cecilia. Dec 11 
Prisoners in Revolt, discussion 
introduced by PROP’S Mike 
Fitzgerald. Dec 18 Changes 
Disco. Dec 25, Jan 1 closed. 

Jan 8 Film Illustrious Corpses. 
Jan 15 Cope Crisis centre : 
alternatives to mental wards 
and tranquillizers. 

.A, THE OTHER CINEMA, 

25 Tottenham St., London Wl. 


(01-637 9308/9). Nov. 17 for 1 
3 weeks 4.30, 6.30 & 8.45 nightly 
‘Before Hindsight’, a collection of 
30s government propaganda 
newsreels on Spain, Germany, 
with accompanying left film 
extracts. Tickets £1.20, students, 
claimants, oaps £ 1 . 00 . 

SEX/POL 

+ ANARCHIST-FEMINIST 

Newsletter No. 3 out now 

including Women’s Liberation 
and the State; Feminism as 
Anarchism, Women’s Liberation 
in N. Ireland/Spain; Working 
with Men, etc., available (to 
women only) for 15p. from 
Mandy Vere, 100 Whitechapel, 
Liverpool 1. 

★ THE WHOLE THING: 

Californian lesbian anarca- 

, feminist printshop planning 
journal to bring together past, 
present and future writings on 
anarca-feminist ‘theory’ looking 
for information, suggestions, 
contributors, writings. 

PO Box 11308, San Francisco, 

Ca 94117, USA. 

★ ANARCHIST GAY LIB 
GROUP-to put anarchist ideas 
across within the gay movement. 
Anyone interested in forming 
such a group, contact Alan Bray, 
Flat D, 23 Great James Street, 
London WC1. Tel. 405 8850 
(Fri. eve./weekends). 

★ ANARCA-FEMINISM, two 
statements from America (21p. 
inc. post). FEMINISM AS 
ANARCHISM by Lynne Farrow 
(25p. inc. post). ANARCHISM: 

THE FEMINIST CONNECTION 
by Peggy Kornegger- now out 
(30p. inc. post) from Black Bear 
Anarchist Feminist imprint, 

76 Peckham Road, London SE5. 

★ SECOND WAVE. Box 344A, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02139, USA. 
Quarterly feminist publication 
- well worth reading. 

★ FEMINIST 

COMMUNICATIONS, 4003 
Wabash Ave., San Diego, 

California 92104. 

GROUPS 

★ THE SYNDICATE OF 
INITIATIVE, a Sheffield 
grouping attempting to combine 
anarchists, libertarians and 
situationists in cooperative 
association. Mag. ‘New Life’ out 
soon (issue no. 0 : an investigation 
of the practicalities of mag. 
production). Contact Box 1A, 

341 Glossop Road, Sheffield 10. 

★ BIRMINGHAM _ 

LIBERTARIAN SOCIALISTS, 

2 Florence Place, Ombersley Rd., 
Birmingham. Tel. 021-440 5132. 
4 . CAMBRIDGE ANARCHISTS, 
c/o Raphael Salkie, W14, Queens 
College, Cambridge. This is a 
prisoners’ aid group inviting 
people who need or can offer 
literature about prisoners to 
communicate. 

★ BELFAST ANARCHISTS, 
contact (BAC), c/o 52 Broadway, 
Belfast 12 (correspondence only). 

★ COVENTRY ANARCHISTS 
I meet 7.30 every Thurs. in the 


Smoke Room, Old Dyers Arms, 

The Butts, Coventry. 

★ INFANTILE DISORDER, 

Leeds anarchist/situationist 
group, contact through Leeds 
University Students Union. 

★ SWANSEA ANARCHISTS, 

37 Glanmer Road, Uplands, 

★ LIVERPOOL ANARCHISTS, 

contact News from Nowhere, 

100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1. 

Tel. 051-708 7270. 

★ NORTH WEST ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION, 6 Stockley Ave., 
Harwood, Bolton, Lancs. 

Monthly meetings and newsletter. 
Groups in Burnley, Blackburn, 
Colne, Preston and Whalley. 

★ SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION. Members/ 
groups in Alloa, Aberdeen, 

Dumfries, Dundee, Fife, 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Linlithgow, 
Paisley, Port Glasgow & Stirling. 

Nat. Sec. S Redfem, Mains 
House, Mains Road, Linlithgow, 
West Lothian. 

★ABERYSTWYTH GROUP, 
new address: Mike Sheehan, 

Nevadd Caerleon, Victoria 
Terrace, Aberystwyth, Dyfed. 

★ MIDLANDS ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION. Louise Crane, 

13 Arden Terrace, Braunstone, 
Leicester. Tel. (c/o Sid & Pat) 
Leicester 864511. Groups/ 
individuals in Birmingham, 
Leicester, Coventry, 

Leamington, Warwick Univ., 
Nottingham, Oxford and 
Wolverhampton. 

★ FEDERATION OF LONDON 

Anarchist groups. 

c/o 3 Belmont Road, London 
SW4. Monthly meetings. 

Tel. 01-622 8961. 

★ KENT ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION. Steve & Dave, 
Canterbury AG, 12 Claremont 
Place, Wincheap, Canterbury; 

Dave Norman, Univ. of Kent AG, 
Keynes College, Univ. of Kent, 
Canterbury, Jim Endersby, 

70 Bradbourne Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 

★ LEND MAAMafiver! 
Movement Against A Monarchy, 
having run out of money, need 
£100 to print a badge with the 
slogan ‘We won’t stand for the 
National Anthem’. For a copy of 
the badge design, send sae to 
MAAM, Box M, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl. Today! 

LIBERTARIAN PRESS 

★ CIENFUEGOS ANARCHIST 
REVIEW ’77 is just out, and 
more than twice the size of the 
last one. It arrived too late to 
review, but don’t wait to order it 
as Cienfuegos are relying on it to 
take the pressure off their 
desperate financial situation. 
Equivalent to a 400 page book, 
£2.00 plus 10% p&p. from 
Cienfuegos Press, Over the Water, 
Sanday, Orkney. 

★ LIBERTARIAN 
EDUCATION. No. 23 out now. 
20p. from 6 Beaconsfield Road, 
Leicester. 


★ PEACE NEWS for nonviolent 
revolution. Reports, analysis, 
news of nonviolent action for 
social change, building 
alternatives, resistance to the 
megamachine. Covering anti¬ 
militarism, sexual politics, 
ecology, decentralisation, etc. 

15p. fortnightly, £5.50 for 

1 year from 8 Elm Avenue, 
Nottingham. 

★ MUTINIES: 1917-1920 by 
Dave Lamb, new pamphlet 
published by Oxford & London 
Solidarity, c/o 123 Lathom Rd., 
London E6. 

★ ANARCHY MAGAZINE, 

29 Grosvenor Ave., London N5. 

No. 24 now out, with twice the 
number of pages and lots ofmews 
and info. 20p. 

★ SOCIAL REVOLUTION 

c/o 83 Gregory Crescent, Eltham, 
London SE9. Bimonthly 15p. 

No. 8 now out. 

★ OPEN ROAD no. 4. Box 6135, 
Station G, Vancouver, B!C’., 

Canada V6R 4G5. 

★ SOLIDARITY, paper of the 
solidarity national group. No. 5 
out, 15p. from S(NG), 

34 Cowley Road, Oxford. 

Sub. £2.00 for 10 issues. 

★ INTERROGATIONS 11, the 
international anarchist review 
available now, with analysis of 
the current Italian political 
scene (Amadeo Bertolo), the 
roots of the conflict in Ulster 

1 (Dave Mansell) and the need of 
anarchists to have detailed 
knowledge of international 
politics (Santiago Parane). In 
addition reports on the Basque 
(Euzkadi) Nationalist 
movement and dissident groups 
within the USSR. Interrogations 
11 is available from BM Box 746, 
London WC1 6XX. Cheques etc. 
(£1.15 inc. post) payable to 
Nino Staffa. 140 pages. All 
articles not in English have an 
English summary. 

CONTACTS 

★ LESBIAN LINE, phone 
service for women. 

Tel. 01-794 2942 2-10pm. on 
Mondays and Fridays. Letters 
to c/o BM 1514, London 
WC1V 6XX. 

★ LONDON WORKERS 
GROUP. Working anarchists and 
other independent militants 
meet fortnightly (next meetings 
Tues. Dec. 6, Dec. 20) at 
Rising Free. See letters page for 
more info and address. 

MUSIC 

★CLAPPERCLAW folk group 
available for benefits/socials- * 
expenses only. Contact 
87 Bulwer Road, London Ell. 
(01-558 3396) 

★WOMEN’S LIBERATION 
MUSIC PROJECT, c/o Women s 
Arts Alliance, 10 Cambridge 
Terrace Mews, Albany Street, 
London NW1. 01-935 1841. 
★MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM, 
i 30 Hornsey Park Road, • 

London N8. 01-888 1161. _ 
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•Print 


★DARK MOON. 01-221 4331 (Helen 
or Anne). IBM composer. 

★WOMEN IN PRINT. 16a lliffe Yard. 
London SE17. (01) 701 8314. Feminist 
print collective. A4 and A3 litho, and 
r; process camerawork. 

★ ONLYWOMEN PRESS Women's 
Liberation Publishing and Printing. 

232 Mare Street, London E8. (01) 

986 5861. Offset litho up to A3. 


ANTI- 


•Groups 


to create some sort of information 
network, through a growing 'anarchist 
rank and file', while also functioning as 


and anarchists in Scotland, holds 
occasional conferences and produces 
—newsletter. 


★EAST ANGLIAN LIBERTARIANS, 

contact Martyn Everett, 11 Gibson 
Gardens, Saffron Walden, Essex. 
★EXETER ANARCHIST COLLECTIVE, 
activities include anti-military 
recruiting, anti-nukes, and animal 
liberation. Contact Devonshire House, 
Stocker Road, Exeter, Devon, tel: 

51489, daytime. 

★ESSEX UNIVERSITY LIBERTARIAN 
SOCIALISTS, c/o Students Union, 

Univ. of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, 
Colchester, Essex. 

I ★GREENPEACE (LONDON), 

6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1, is a 
non-violent libertarian group working 
mainly on the anti-nuke issue at 
H I |TIIAp|TA P| AM Present, concentrating particularly upon 
I null I the corporations involved, but whose 

supporters are also generally linked 
with the Peace Movement. The group 
will soon be working on "Stop 
Urenco", and in the long term, 
hopefully, on the chemical industry. 
★FEDERATION OF LONDON We work on a collective basis and hold 

ANARCHIST GROUPS (FLAG), open meetings every second Thursday 

secretariat: Anarchy, 29 Grosvenor at 7pm to which anyone is welcome to 

Avenue, N5. Holds monthly meetings attend. For further information, tel: 
and produces newsheet. 01-387 5370. 

★NORTH WEST ANARCHIST ★KINGSTON ANARCHISTS, 

FEDERATION, c/o 6 Stockley 13 Denmark Street, Kingston Upon 

Avenue, Harwood, Bolton, Lancs. Thames. 549 2564. 

(Bolton 387516). Monthly meetings ★HASTINGS ANARCHISTS, contact 
and newsletter. Steve, 14 Markwick Terrace, St 

★ KENT ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, 
c/o Peter Ford, 22 Royal Road, ★LONDON WORKERS GROUP, 

Ramsgate; or Jim Endesby, 70 consists of mostly anarchist men, but 

Bradbourne Road, Sevenoaks. welcomes all libertarian workers, who 

★WELSH ANARCHIST FEDERATION are employed and interested in the 
c/o 30 Page Street, Swansea, industrial aspects of revolution. By 

Glamorgan, Cymru. getting enough people involved we hope 

★SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION.secretariat: Nina 
Woodcock, 17 Cheviot Crescent, F intry, '*"**"" ""'X ££ 
Dundee. Group of assorted libertarians uMet?ns «<£ "d 

intend to bring out more. So far we have 
workers in transport (BR), catering, the 
Post Office, neaitn7educaTion, print ana 
★MIDLANDS ANARCHIST elsewhere. We meet fortnightly at the 

FEDERATION, secretariat: Sheffield Earl Russel pub on Mondays. Contact 
Anarchist Group, Box 1A, 341 Glossop Box w , 182 Upper Street, London N1. 
Road, Sheffield 10. ★LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST 

★ABERDEEN LIBERTARIAN GROUP, 27 Clerkenwell Close, London 

SOCIALIST DISCUSSION GROUP, EC1. Fights for self activity and unity 

meets fortnightly for films, discussion of the working class. Bimonthly paper 

etc. Contact c/o Mike Vallance, Libertarian Communist, and theoretical 

163 King Street, Aberdeen, tel: journal Libertarian Communist Review. 

0224 29669. ★LEICESTER ANARCHISTS, c/o 

★ABERYSTWYTH GROUP, contact Blackthorn Books, 74 Highcross Street, 
Mike Sheehan, 2 South Road, Leicester. (0533 21896) 

Aberystwyth. ★LEEDS, contact Tony Kearney, 5 

★ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS, Toronto Place, Chapel Allerton, Leeds 

123 Upper Tollington Park, LS7 4LJ. (Leeds 624096) 

London N4. tel: 691 6533. ★LEAMINGTON ANARCHISTS, 

★BRISTOL Contact Bob, Flat 4 mainly involved with the local 

14 Westfield Park, Redland, Bristol. Campaign Against Racism and Fascism. 

★BIRMINGHAM LIBERTARIAN Can be contacted at 42a Bath Street, 

SOCIALISTS, contact 2 Florence Leamington. 

Place, Ombersley Road, Birmingham ★COVENTRY LIBERTARIANS, meet 
021-440 5132. Meets every Sunday Wednesday evenings in Colin Campbell 

8pm in the Fox & Grapes, Freeman private bar. Currently involved in local 

Street, near Moor Street station. newspaper project tentatively known as 

★CAMBRIDGE, contact Raf Salkie, Coventry Radical Alternative Paper, or 
Queens College, Cambridge. Also a CRAP. 

prisoners aid group. Produce local ★LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 

paper 'Cambridge Anarchist', and anti- ANARCHIST GROUP, 41 Main Road, 
NF stickers. Galgate, near Lancaster, Lancs. Produce 

★DORKING LIBERTARIAN GROUP' a ma 9< negotiating with feminist theatre 
write Howard Fuller, 6 Oak Ridge, group to perform trymg to get film 

Goodwyns, Dorking, Surrey, tel: 0306 sh° ws together, NW anti-fascist demos. 

87814. Active on nuclear power, ★LEFT WITHOUT MARX, contact 

human rights etc. Formed April 1977 15 Matcham Road, London Ell. 

out of split with Young Liberals. (555 5248). Libertarian study group on 

★DERBY, contact Andrew Huckerby, Marx. 

49 Westleigh Avenue, Derby DE3 3BY ★LOVE v POWER, c/o Desmond 
tel: 368678. Hunter, 4 Swindon Street, London WC1. 

★BRADFORD. No-one has got ★MANCHESTER ANARCHIST 

together in specific groups, but there ORGANISATION (MAO), c/o Jill or 
are now about 25 anarchists and Jack, 21 Holmfirth Street, Longsight, 

anarcha-feminists in Bradford involved Manchester 13. (061-224 3028). In the 

in various things — producing the last two years there have been several 

local students paper, in the women's attempts to form a widely-based 
group, and in various campaigns. anarchist group in Manchester. 

We're not organised as we all know Unfortunately for a variety of reasons 

each other socially. We're mostly at these attempts never really got off the 

the University, but there are other ground. As a consequence a small group 

anarchists in town. For contact ring formed with two specific ideas: to get 

Bradford 70479 and ask for Jenni some anarchist action going in 

or Charlie. Manchester, and to develop aims and 


principles and a structure on which to you want to distribute, send us 200 

organise. Anybody is welcome to join copies. If you want to advertise for 

provided they agree with the Aims, people to work/live with, or some 

Principles and Structure and are event, bop, meeting etc. send details 

prepared to accept responsibility within and we will print them in the next 
the group. issue. Link Up, 178 Oxford Road, 

★NOTTINGHAM ANARCHISTS, Manchester 13. 

contact c/o Mushroom, 10 Heathcote ★RELEASE, 1 Elgin Avenue, London 
Street, Nottingham. (582506) W9. Office phone 01-289 1123, 

★NORWICH ANARCHISTS, contact emergency phone 01-603 8654 Release 

Susie, 69 Mill Hill Road, Norwich. ]! °P® n fro ™ \ 0 ™'° 6 P™ on Mondays, 

Involved in anti-military activities. Tuesdays Wednesdays and Fridays, and 

^ , 2pm to 10pm on Thursdays. 

★NEWCASTLE, contact through Black Release is a national alternative legal 
Jake, c/o 115 Westgate Road, Newcastle and we|fare organisation giving 
upon Tyne NE1 4AG. information, advice and help. We work 

★OXFORD ANARCHISTS, contact on a collective basis and our main areas 

Steve Bushell, Balliol College, Oxford. of concern are with drugs—counselling 

★PONTARDULAIS ANARCHIST and education-arrests, the law, housing 

GROUP, c/o 3 Maes Teg, Pontardulais, problems, women's rights and abortion. 
Glamorgan, Cymru. Welsh anarchist Release depends on voluntary 

disabled people group, contact Alistair contributions and bankers orders from 
Taylor (as above). private individuals, funds from grant- 

★POLY of CENTRAL LONDOKl makin ? tru ? ts a " d donations from 

ANARPHIST snriFTY r/n H Fuller schools and colleges. Apart from money 
“ A B R oto!5 r s™ E ^o°wr UllW ' welcome cigarette coupons, 

Active in students union, holds ^'"9 ^P 5 and P osta 9 e stam P s ‘ 

irregular meetings and produces ★ADVISORY SERVICE FOR 

journal Anarchy in PCL. SQUATTERS, 2a St Pauls Road, 

★PLYMOUTH ANARCHISTS, c/o on^ 

Elaine Chysostomou, Plymouth help, information and advice on 

Polytechnic Students Union, Drake squatting. 

Circus, Plymouth. * *YOUTH LIBERATION, c/o 217 

★READING UNIVERSITY Wavertree Road, Liverpool 17. An 

ANARCHISTS, c/o Students Union, attem P t t0 bring together youth who 
Univ of Reading, Whiteknights, are m t ereste d m forming an 

Reading. Produces newsletter Hat and autonomous revolutionary youth 
Cloak, active in anti-nuke campaign. mo^ment Needs donations badly for 

. _ ' _ publishing leaflets and a paper. Needs 

★SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST GROUP, interested youth even more badly. 

Box 1A, 341 Glossop Road, Sheffield i M m/riui:wT a^ainiqt a 
10. (667029). Tuesday meetings at m 

10 Hanover Square, Sheffield 10. Also MONARCHY (MA AM) c/o Box M, 

Student Group (Box 1SG); Black Cross 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. Has 

Secretariat (Box 1BC); Syndicate of P r , od “ ced f ' ve st ' ckers and a bad 9 e ; 

Initiative (Box 1SI), all at 341 Glossop We Won t Stand For The National 
Road. Anthem . 

★SYNDICALIST WORKERS ★MERAG -Middle East Research and 

FEDERATION, regular meetings. Action Group 5 Caledonian Road, 

details frorrrfWP'tr'd T09 Oxford - London N1. <0U238da 30 8 MJ aa , - - 

Road, Manchester 1 . vlolent libertarian group. 

★SOLIDARITY, for address of your ★CACTL-Campaign Against a Criminal 

nearest solidarity group, write to Tresbass baw ' c/ ° 1 Elg,n Avenue ' 

Solidarity, 123 Lathom Road, London London W9. 

E6. ★BIT FREE INFORMATION, 97a 

★SUSSEX UNIVERSITY Talbot Road, London W11. 

ANARCHISTS, c/o Street Library, (01) 229 8219/0. Bit is a 24 hour, 7 

Refectory Terrapins, Univ of Sussex, days a week, all year round Alternative 

Falmer, E Sussex. Info Service. Giving info on communes, 

★WARWICK UNIVERSITY co-operatives, international contacts, 

ANARCHIST ASSOCIATION meets on crashpads, drugs, legal, alternative 
Wednesday nights in Union Building. technology, alternative medicine, etc. 
Runs food co-op, bookstalls and is and lots more. 

involved in usual student group * BIT , als °P“ bl £ h tr f ve J mfo ' 0verland 

activities. The Warwick Socialists Arts to India/Africa/South America. 

Group is also mainly composed of Subscriptions to info mags £5 per year, 

anarchists, and next year will be write for detaHs. BIT always needs 

presenting the British premier of 1 crashpads, 2) information 

Howard Zinn's Emma, a play about 3) anything to offer/or skills for free or 

Emma Goldman and Alexander cheap. 

Berkman. ★SCRAM-Scottish Campaign to Resist 

★WEST LONDON LIBERTARIAN the Atomic Menace, 2a Ainslie Place, 

SOCIALISTS, c/o John Pearce, Edinburgh 3. (031-225 7752) 

7 Pennard Road, London W12. ★ANIMAL ACTIVISTS, involved in 

Members are active in community direct action to liberate animals from 

issues, civil rights, anti-NF and a ll oppression. Contact AA, PO Box 6, 

housing. Crowborough, Sussex. 

★CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP, ★NUCLEAR INFORMATION 

-Vo 108 Salisbury Road Cathays, NETWORK (NIN). Not a policy making 

Cardiff. Produces a local newsletter body, but keeps all groups in contact, 

called Blackout. Produces a newsletter based on 

★FREE WHEEL CYCLE CLUB contributions from groups. Subscription 

welcomes all anarchists/socialists to its for groups is £4 a year. Contact NIN, 

activities. For more details phone Bob c/o Sheila Oales, NPC, 29 Great James 

or Annie on 870 5150 (London). Street, London WC1. 

★HUNT SABOTEURS ASSOCIATION 
Involved with fighting blood sports in 
the field, by non-violent direct action. 
Many local groups. Contact HSA, 

PO Box 19, Tonbridge, Kent. 

★OSTRICH ANIMAL LIBERATION 
GROUP, c/o 7 Borrowdale Road, 
Liverpool 15. (051-733 6212) 

★LITTLE BIRD:An Information 
Network for Merseyside. Little Bird is 


•Projects etc. 

★LINK UP: An Information Network 
for Greater Manchester. Link Up is 
published every two weeks and includes 
leaflets from a wide range of groups 
plus a listing of recently advertised job 
vacancies, communal living places, new 
groups and claimants news, events etc. 

with occasional contributions about the a monthly information package 

aims and activities of specific groups. consisting of a collation of leaflets, 

Inclusion is free but subject to documents and handbills from Mersey- 

agreement by the collective. If you are side and elsewhere. It is distributed by 

involved with some group you would post on a subscription basis. If you 

like to describe, or have some leaflets have any publicity/leaflets/documents/ 
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handbills etc which you think are of 
relevance to people in this area please 
send us about 100 copies and we will 
circulate them. Contributions towards 
postage are not necessary but not 
unwelcome. Little Bird, c/o News From 
Nowhere, 100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1 
(051-708 7270) Deadline 3rd Monday 
of month. 

★BWNIC- British Withdrawal from 
Northern Ireland Campaign (London), 
c/o 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 
★NUSS - National Union of School 
Students, c/o 302 Pentonville Road, 
London N1. 

★CLAIMANTS UNIONS - co-operative 
groups of claimants who will give 
practical help and information and 
advice to other claimants, and should 
be seen as the most important source 
of direct help. There are too many 
local groups to list them all, so here are 
a few of the main regional addresses. 
CYMRU - Swansea Claimants Union, 

79 Brokesby Road, Swansea, Glamorgan. 
SCOTLAND - Glasgow CU, St. Brides 
Centre, 19/25 Rosevale Street, 

Glasgow G11. 

MIDLANDS - Handsworth CU, The 
Action Centre, 134 Villa Road, 
Birmingham 19 (021-554 2080). 
LONDON - East London CU, Dame 
Co let House, Ben Jonson Road, El. 

(790 3867); West London CU, 

510 Harrow Road, W10. (969 7437); 
Camberwell CU, Union Place, 

122 Vassal I Road, SW9. (735 6123). 

★ FRIENDS OF THE EARTH, 9 Poland 
Street, London W1V 3DG, is an 
environmental pressure group funded 
by voluntary contributions. It has over 
200 local groups in Britain and is part 
of a world wide federation of similar 
organisations. FoE actively pursues 
campaigns on energy strategy, transport 
and land use policy, the use of 
materials and the protection of 
endangered species. FoE's new 
publication Nuclear Time now 
available, price 25p. 

★PAEDOPHILE INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE, PO Box 318, London 
SE3 8QD. Publication Magpie available 
from above address. 

★REBEL VOICES ARCHIVE, PO Box 
18, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, 
London N1. Semi-accessible collection 
of 3000 books, 5000 pamphlets and 
over 7000 periodicals, anarchist, 
libertarian-socialist and radical 
feminist. Requires donations of material 
★PUBLIC LIBRARY, c/o 3 Ockendon 
Road, London N1 (postal only). 

01 -359 9524. Counter culture's own 
invaluable archive of left/alternative 
papers, periodicals, pamphlets and 
much else, from around '69-75. 

The Public Library should be back in 
action soon. 


★WHITE LION FREE SCHOOL, 

57 White Lion Street, London N1. 
(837 6379). The school is open to 
visitors almost every Tuesday evening 
from 7-9pm. Publications available 
include the White Lion Free School 
Bulletins nos 1-4, and How To Set 
Up A Free School, price 40p. 


•Press 


★OUTCOME. A magazine of sexual 
politics produced by lesbians and gay 
men in Lancaster. Includes coverage of 
campaigns and current discussions 
throughout the country, with writing, 
cartoons, whatever expresses our 
political gay consciousness. Distributed 
through PDC and single copies 
available from us at 30p each + lOp 
post & packing: 35 West Road, 
Lancaster, Produced three times a year. 
Outcome 6 (Summer 78) available 
now. 

★GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
Box GPP, 146 Holland Street, Glasgow 
G2. Local anarchistic paper, attempts 
to be monthly. One year old this Sept. 
lOp + stamp. 


»Gaypol 


★GAY SWITCHBOARD (01-837 7324). 
24-hour information and advice service 
for gay women and men. 

★DUBLIN GAY SWITCHBOARD 
(Dublin) 745304. Information and advice 
service. Thursday and Friday, 7.30pm- 
10pm. Saturday 3-6pm. 

★EDINBURGH GAY SWITCHBOARD, 
(031-556 4049). Mon-Sat 7.30pm- 
9.30pm, Sat-Sun 2.30-5.00pm. 

GAY LIBERATION SOCIETY, 

4 University Street, Belfast BT7 1FZ. 

★ LIBERTARIANS FOR GAY 
RIGHTS International group of 
anarchists and libertarians interested in 
gay freedom, c/o Ian Young, 315 
Blantyre Ave.Scarborough,Ontario,Canada 

•Freeschools 

★ KIRKDALE is a Neil inspired parent 
co-operative day school in Sydenham, 
South London. Parents interested in 
libertarian education ring 778 0149. 
★MANCHESTER FREE SCHOOL, 
c/o Tony O'Mahoney, 28 Brundetts 
Road, Chorlton, Manchester 21. 


★SOLIDARITY for SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION, c/o 34 Cowley Road, 
Oxford. Libertarian communist 
publication, single copy 15p; 
subscription £2.00. Bi-monthly. 

Formerly two separate groups: 

Solidarity and Social Revolution 
have now merged. Solidarity also 
publish an excellent (inexpensive) 
range of pamphlets. For a full list, 
write c/o 123 Lathom Road, 

London E6. 

★INDUSTRIAL UNIONIST, IWW, 

PO Box 48, Oldham OL1 2JQ. Paper 
produced by the Industrial Workers of 
the World (IWW) in Britain. Single copy 
20p, subscription £1. 

★Membership in the IWW Unions is 
open to anyone who works for wages, 
salaries or commission. For further 
information write to Geoff Armstrong, 

226 Emscote Road, Warwick. 

★PEACE NEWS, 8 Elm Avenue, 
Nottingham (0602 53587). Fortnightly 
paper price 15p, subscription £5.50. 
Reports, analysis, news of non-violent 
action for social change, building 
alternatives, resistance to the 
megamachine. Covering anti-militarism, 
sexual politics, decentralisation etc. 
★LIBERTARIAN EDUCATION, 
quarterly education magazine. Single 
copy 30p plus post, subscription £1 inc. 
post. From 6 Beaconsfield Road, 

Leicester (0533 552085). 

★BIG PRINT, North East libertarian 
paper. Pilot issue out May 1978, 
monthly after that. Brought out by 
collective of about 12. Write c/o 163 
King Street, Aberdeen, Scotland 
(0224 29669). 

★SCHOOLS OUT, publishing and 
distributing revolutionary youth 
literature. Published paper Schools Out 
last year, and gave away over 2,500 free 
at school gates in Leeds. Pamphlet 
Towards a Revolutionary Youth 
Movement, 25p plus post from Schools 
Out, c/o 153 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2, 
West Yorks. 

★ANARCHY MAGAZINE, 

29 Grosvenor Avenue, London N5 
(01-359 4794 before 7pm). Single copy 
20p, subscription £1.20. Quarterly. 
★PEOPLES NEWS SERVICE, 182 
Upper Street, London N1 (01-359 3785) 
Fortnightly 15p, subscription £1.75 for 
10 issues. Non-sectarian news and 
information service. 

★RESURGENCE, Pentre Ifan, Felindre 
Farchog, Crymych, Dyfed, Cymru. A 
journal of new politics. Sample copy 
free, annual subscription £3.50. 
★LIBRARIANS for SOCIAL CHANGE 
Magazine and group aiming at a 
reappraisal of methods of getting 
information to the people. Annual 
subscription £1.50 for three issues. 
National coordinator John L Noyce, 

PO Box.450, Brighton, Sussex. 


★ FREEDOM. 84b Whitechapel High St. 

London El (01-247 9249). Anarchist 
fortnightly price 15p, subscription £5 
yearly, £2.50 six months. Folding 
session every Thursday evening, all 
welcome. Bopkshop at same address. 
★BLACK FLAG, Over-the-Water, 

Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL, Scotland. 
Bimonthly paper of the Anarchist 
Black Cross. Single copy 20p. 
★SQUATTERS NEWS, official 
newsheet of the London Squatters 
Union. Contact LSU at 5 Huntley 
Street, London WC1 (01-580 0855). 
★OUTRAGE. A gay liberation rag put 
together by a loose collective of North 
London men. Rather than stick to any 
particular Mine' we like to keep the 
content as wide-ranging as possible. 
Outrage is a forum for ideas, 
information, criticism—and funnies, if 
they're outrageous enough. Price 30p 
from Outrage, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1. 

★INTERNATIONAL TIMES, 

97a Talbot Road, London W11. 

(01-221 1543). Single copy 30p, 
subscription £2.50 for six issues. 

Britain's only newspaper. 

★ NEWS RELEASE, news and 
information on drugs, the law, police, 
housing, abortion, and much more. 
Written from the Release Collective's 
direct involvement in these areas of 
struggle. Single copy 35p, subscription 
£2 for four issues, from Release, 1 Elgin 
Avenue, London W9. 
★UNDERGROUND AND 
ALTERNATIVE PRESS SYNDICATE, 
22 Dane Road, Margate, Kent CT9 2AA. 
(0843 25902). Together with its Asian 
(Hong Kong) and Americas (Argentina) 
counterparts, UAPS (Europe) exists to 
link 'alternative' papers together to 
enable them to contact and share 
information/material. 

★ UNDERCURRENTS, 48 pages packed 
with practical and useful information 
about working alternativ es to^he jness 

're in. Single copy 50p, subsci 


fortnightly digest of current news. 

Function principally for other papers 
but there's every reason to subscribe 
yourself. 182 Upper Street, Islington, 
London N1 

★JOHN L. NOYCE,Publisher, PO Box 
450, Brighton, Sussex. Libertarian 
publisher - alternative info, alternative 
technology, people's history. 

★ BRATACH DUHB, c/o Andy & 
Veronica McGowan, 83 Langside 
Terrace, Port Glasgow, Scotland. 
Pamphlet publishing group. 

★ FREEDOM PRESS. 84b Whitechapel 
High Street, London El. (01-247 9249). 
Over the years Freedom have published 
an excellent series of anarchist books/ 
pamphlets. Send for a complete list. 
★CIENFUEGOS PRESS, Publishers, 
Distributors and Booksellers, Over-the- 
Water, Sanday, Orkney, KW17 2BL, 
Scotland. Cienfuegos have become the 
main anarchist publishing group in 

the country, bringing out several new 
titles each year, including the 
Anarchist Review. 

★APP Socialist book and pamphlet 
imprint. 163 King Street, Aberdeen, 
Scotland. (0224) 29669. Latest titles. 
Fascism in Aberdeen: Street Politics in 
the '30s and James Leatham: History 
of a socialist pioneer. 

•Bookstores 

★federation of alternative 

BOOKSHOPS (FAB), c/o Mandy Vere, 
News from Nowhere, 100 Whitechapel, 
Liverpool 1. (051-708 7270). Member¬ 
ship costs £2 a year. Shops can become 
members of FAB if they fulfil the 
following requirements: 

1. The shop must be run co-operatively, 
and be prepared to co-operate with 
other shops in the FAB. 

2. The shop must be non-profit 
orientated. 

3. The shop must not be aligned to 


we re m. oingie wpy juuoOrTpflon 
£3, from Undercurrents Subs, 12 South 
Street, Uley, Dursley, Glos. 

★NEWS FROM NEASDEN, 22 Fleet 
Road, London NW3 2QS. Appears three 
times a year and is a catalogue 
bibliography of new radical publications, 
books, magazines and pamphlets. Single 
copy 50p. 

★SALFORD CHAMPION, lively two- 
year-old investigating campaigning 
community tabloid paper, trying hard 
to keep going. Available in Salford 
newsagents price 6p or £1.75 sub for 
12 issues. Contact 63 Corporation 
Street, Manchester 4 (061-795 6505). 
★SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST, Box 1A, 
341 Glossop Road, Sheffield S10 2HP. 
Irregular. 

★ZERO, c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper 
Street, London N1. 

★SOLIDARITY LONDON BULLETIN 

Paper of London Solidarity. From 123 
Lathom Road, London E6. 
★CIENFUEGOS ANARCHIST 
REVIEW. Irregular quarterly of 
anarchist ideas, history and* *literature 
lumbering on its way to (some kind of) 
stardom. Sells out/fast-order yours now 
from Cienfuegos Press Review, Over-the- 
Water, Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL. 
★LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST. 
Bimonthly paper of Libertarian 
Communist Group, 27 Clerkenwell 
Close, London EC1. 

★LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST 
REVIEW. Theoretical journal of the 
Libertarian Communist Group. Address 
above. 

★INTERROGATIONS. International 
journal of modern anarchist theory, 
currently developing analysis 
of techno-bureaucracy. Each of each 
issue's five or six long articles is in 
either English, Italian, Spanish or 
French and accompanied by summaries 
in the three others. 140pp, £1.15 (inc. 
post). Available from BM Box 746, 
London WC1 6XX. 

★PEOPLES NEWS SERVICE. 
Alternative newsagency producing 


"organisation. 

★ THAP - Tower Hamlets Art 
Project, 59 Watney Street, London El. 
Bookshop, law centre, Basement 
Writers workshop, and Thud' and 
'Controlled Attack' theatre groups. 
★BOOMTOWN BOOKS, 167 King 
Street, Aberdeen, Scotland. 

★FIRST OF MAY, 45 Niddry Street, 
off High Street, Edinburgh (031-557 
1348). Anarchist, feminist and 
socialist literature, also a meeting place 
and info centre. 

★ONE-O-EIGHT BOOKSHOP, 

108 Salisbury Road, Cardiff. Community 
bookshop, also alternative information 
and welfare rights. 

★GRASSROOTS, 1 Newton Street, 
Manchester 1 (061-236 3122/3). 

Probably the best alternative/radical 
bookshop in the country. Excellent 
selection of publications, particularly 
imports. Also do mail-order. Write for 
details. Another branch at 109 Oxford 
Road, Manchester 13. 

★WEDGE CO-OPERATIVE, 13 High 
Street, Coventry. Cafe downstairs serving 
good cheap snacks, books and meeting 
place upstairs. 

★YORK COMMUNITY BOOKSHOP, 

73 Walmgate, York Y01 2T2. (37355). 
We are a radical/socialist bookshop 
with a wide range of stock on marxism, 
anarchism, sexual politics, black and 
third world struggles, childrens books 
etc. Lists of stock sent free. York 
Free Press has its office above the shop, 
and we have an offset litho printing 
machine + guillotine and printing 
equipment which we hope to start 
using soon. 

★ACORN BOOKSHOP, The Emporium, 
Merchants Place, off Friar Street, 
Reading. 

★AMAMUS, 1-3 Market Street, Lane, 
Blackburn. Sells wholefoods, books 
and magazines. 

★SINGLE STEP (Lancaster Community 
Project), 78a Penny Street, Lancaster. 
Bookshop, information anH ^ 
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London WC1. (01-278 7177). A4 and 


centre, and meeting place. 

★PEACEWORKS, 58 Wakefield Road, 
Aspley, Huddersfield. Wholefoods/ 
books and mags, also local information 
centre. 

★BLACKTHORN BOOKS, 74 Highcross, 
Leicester (0533 21896). Alternative/ 
libertarian shop, meeting place. 

★ EOA BOOKS, 34 Cowley Road, 
Oxford. 

★ CORNERHOUSE BOOKSHOP, 

162 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. Wide 
range of feminist/alternative literature. 

★THE OTHER BRANCH, 42 Bath 
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 

★MUSHROOM, 15 Heathcote Street, 
Nottingham. Alternative/socialist. 

★NEWS FROM NOWHERE, 

100 Whitechapel, Liverpool (051-708 
7270). Wide pamphlet stock, good 
contact and information shop. Pay a 
visit. 

★ACORN 800 KS 84 Church Street, 
Woverton, Milton Keynes. (0908- 
SI 4977). Shop sells crafts, wholefoods, 
and publications. 

★CRADLEWELL BOOKS,235 Jesmond 
Road, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. Meeting 
place. 

★HOUSEMANS, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1 (837 4473). Pacifist/ 
anarchist/alterr.ative bookshop. 
★CORNER HOUSE BOOKSHOP, 

14 Endell Street, London WC2. 
Specialists in alternatives in education. 
Excellent range of stock. 

★RISING FREE, 182 Upper Street, 
London N1 (359 3785). Mainly a 
pamphlet/papers shop, with stock on 
feminism, anarchism, situationism, 
community etc. Also operate a Box 
Nos system which is presently used 
by over 50 groups costing £1 a month. 


A good catalogue of what's in stock — 
Rising Free Yellow Pages — sent free 
(add postage). 

•Print 

★THE WORKSHOP, 232 Mare Street, 
London E8. (01-986 5861). Design, 
paste up and artwork (and skill sharing) 
for left, feminist, community and TU 
groups. 

★magic ink print services, 

22 Dane Road, Margate, Kent. (0843- 
25902).. A4 and A3 litho and process 
camera work. Fine litho not restricted 
to Kent thanks to Red Star. 

★YORK COMMUNITY PRESS, 

73 Walmgate, York. (0904 37355). 

A4 litho. 

★BADGES. York Community 
Bookshop, 73 Walmgate, York. (0904 
37355). Facilities to make 2.125 inch 
(and from late summer 1.5 inch) 
campaign badges. York Community 
Books are also the national distributors 
of badges to community/alternative 
bookshops, so you should contact them 
if you produce badges. 

★BANNERS. 21 Holmfrith Street, 
Manchester 13. (061 224 3028). Small 
collective making all cloth banners 
using applique techniques, cheaply, 
to political groups, TUs etc. Own 
design. 

★TYNESIDE FREE PRESS 
WORKSHOP, Workers co-op print- 
shop. 5 Charlotte Square, Newcastle 
on Tyne 1. (0632 20403). A4 and 
A3 litho, process camera work, and 
(if you do it yourself) silkscreen 
facilities up to A2. 

★CALVERTS NORTH STAR PRESS, 

Common ownership print and 
typsetting collective. 55 Mountpleasant, 


A3 litho, artwork service, process 
camerawork and IB' Electronic 
typsetting. 

★BREAD 'N ROSES Typesetting 
collective. 30 Camden Road, London 
NW1. (01-4854432). IBM Selectric 
and Electronic typesetting, and 
Linoterm photosetting (up to 36pt) 
from late summer. Also offer layout 
design and paste up. Helpful and 
friendly. You're reading thejr 
typsetting — could we say otherwise? 

★ BLACKROSE PRESS Printshop, 

30 Clerkenwell Close, London EC1. 
(01-251 3043). A4, A3 and A2 litho, 
folding and collating and process 
camera work. 

★REDESIGN Graphic design collective. 

(01 -359 5324). Layout design and 
artwork for community, charity and 
voluntary groups. Also IBM Selectric 
typesetting. 

★ANARCHY COLLECTIVE. 

29 Grosvenor Avenue, London N5. 
(01-359 4794). A3 litho and process 
camera work. 

★BADGES. Mark Horridge, 

153 Huntingdon Road, Cambridge 
CB3 0DH. Prints and makes 2.125 
inch diameter campaign badges at 
rates which should not discourage 
small orders or out of London groups. 

★PADDINGTON PRINTSHOP, 

Community printing and graphic 
resource centre. (01-286 1123). Learn 
A1 silkscreening and A4 litho skill 
sharing situation, for cost of materials. 
Preference given to W9 community 
action. 

★APP Printshop. 163 King Street, 
Aberdeen, Scotland, (0224 29669). 
Socialist and community printing and 
publishing collective. A4 and A3 litho 
and process camera work. 


★PAUPERS PRESS Co-operative Ltd. 

87 Bullingdon Road, Oxford OX4 1QL. 
(0865 723882). Community press 
with A3 litho facilities. 
★WHITECHAPEL PRESS. 

100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1. (051- 
708 7466). A4 litho, process camera 
work, IBM Selectric typesetting, 
photostencil silkscreen facilities, 

(larger than* A1). 

•Musics 

★ROCK AGAINST RACISM: Box M, 

27 Clerkenwell Close, London EC1. 
Socialist Workers Party anti-racist 
youth group. Produces magazine 
'Temporary Hoarding'. 

★MUSICS: 42 Gloucester Avenue, 
London NW1. 35p + lOp post. Sub 
£2.80 for 6 issues. Produced by 
musicians: articles on experimental, 
improvised and naturally occurring 
music. 

★MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM: 

Box Z, 27 Clerkenwell Close>, 

London EC1. Monthly newsletter 
25p. Sub rates for year: UK £3; 

Abroad £4; Groups £5. 

Leeds Music for Socialism: 90 Spencer 
Place, Chapeltown, Leeds 7. Regular 
meetings and open sessions. 

The aim of MfS: "to support and aid 
the struggle of the working class towards 
socialism through musical work, to 
begin to understand the environment 
within which we are working, and to 
be able to recognise the situations 
in which particular kinds of music are 
revolutionary". 

★CHANGES DISCO: contact Jenna 
and Sylvia, Flat 2, 49 Canning Street, 
Liverpool L8. For alternative projects, 
community and social groups at 
non-commercial rates. 




